JPF issues its annual report 

AMMAN IJ.T.) — The Oenaal Asserablv of [he Jordan Press 
Foundation (JPR which publishes the Jordan Tunes and A1 Ra'i 
Arabic daily Saiurday held its annual meeting to re\1e*- the com- 
pany's perfonnance last year and endorsed a recotmncndaiioa bv 
the board of directors to distribute JDl minion cash diridends at the 
rate of 50 per cenL The meeting, anesded by 20 shareholders bold- 
ing 82 per cent of the rampany's coital and chaired by 'ooard 
ChairmM Mahmoud Al Kay^ was presented with a r^wn on The 
fouadanon's performance declaring that total earnings were 
JD9i69.83l a figure slightly higher than the JD9J4U92 recorded 
at the end of 1995. 'Ibe board chairtnan said cimeni assets arew- 

by eight per cent to reaeh JD6J27.630. This increase reflecred a 
rise of 16 per cent 'm the foundation's woAmg c^tal which 
amounted to JD3JD3 1 . 1 05 and registered an a\-erage nimover of 76 
per cent«ed assets totalled JD6.77 million and curreni liabilities 
amounted to JD3.05 million. 
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Egypt praises EU's Mideast ini^ative 

CAIRO i.AFPi - Egypdjn Foreign Minister .Anir Musa described 
as TOsiaw Sanirdav' the Eurc^jean I'nion's iropcisal vo create 
o! colxI conduct" between Lvuel and the PalcMiniaus as j 
uay of buildmc cortfidence. "Even from on .Arab point of view, it 
requires a lot of modificaiions and addition.s concerning the istaeii 
position and .American lope, but wr find positire the European 
iniiiame." .Mu.sa told n:porTeitt."h deals t\ilh the is.suc of 
Jcrasalein. clearl> evokes sedemenis and proposes equal .md tec- 
iprical commiemerUsV. Thai is wh>' the Israeli Prime Minisrer 
t^u.sed a." Musa added-Tbe EL"s MiJeasi envoy. Miguel .Aneel 
MoratintN. on Tuesday proposed a code of cchxI citnJuct lor 
Lsraeiis and RiIcNtinians that would include a halt lo Nuh aiiri- 
IsRsli violence and Jewish settlement growth Isnieti Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu rejected the Eumivan pnvpi>sal, say- 
mg he preferrsd I’.S. iiuolreinent in the peace pavess over Ean>- 
pcin aaen y ts al brokering negouarions. 
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Majali urges continued pressure on Israel 


Prime minister outlines results of King's U.S. talks, 
says Jordan wants to see quick end to Iraq sanctions 



Jordan and £U to sign 


partnership agreement 
during Malta meeting 


'No election observers 
and no decision yet on 
number of House seats' 

By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special lo the Jordan Times 

.A.MMAN — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Saturday rejected a call by the 
Islamists for Jordanian, .Arab * and 
imemational observ'ers to monitor this 
autumn's parliamentary elections and 
denied the government has taken any final 
decision regarding the number of deputies 
to be elected to the Lower House. 

Maintaining that the government will not 
forward any official invitation to internal or 
imemational monitors, the prime minister, 
however, said “everybody is welcome to 
come and watch” and pledged his govern- 
ment's commitment to ensure “legal and 
fair" elections. 

Islamic .Action Front (LAFj Secretary 
General Ishaq Fariian on Thursday bad 
called on the Majali gov'einmem to allow 
Jordanian, Arab and foreign obsen'ers to 
monitor the elections and accused previous 
and current cabinets of obstructing efforts 
to correct imbalances in administrative 
divisions and defined the one-person, one- 
vote system as “uncivilised and unconstitu- 
tional,'’ 

Rejecting the accusations. Dr. Majali con- 
firmed that ±e elections will be held on 
time, provided ‘*no unforeseeable emer- 
gency occursr though he did not disclose 
an exact date in which polls will be opened. 
According to Deputy Abdul Ra'ouf Rawab- 
deh, secretary general of the centrist 
Reaw^oing Pa^, the general elections 
should be held between July and November 
to be in accordance with the Constitution. 

Addressing a press conference. Dr. Majali 
said he expected a new “temporary law” to 
regulate the coming elections and said he 
will meet the Upper and Lower Houses on 
this issue, respectively today and tomorrow. 

He did not elaborate on whether the gov- 
ernment is ready with a draft election law, 
nor on the major points related to the elec- 
tion issue he intends to raise before tiie 
Houses. 

The lAF and other opposition parties 
have put pressure on the government to 
redraw the constituencies according to the 
density of population in each electoral dis- 
trict and Minister of Interior Nadir Rashid 
in an earlier statement had said the Cabinet 
was going to issue a new administrative 
dh’ision in “early April.” 

Under the curreiu regulations, Amman's 
six electoral districts elect 21 deputies in 
the 80-member Lower House, but hold 38 
per cent of the Kingdom's population. 

On the other hand, the districts of Mada- 
ba, Karak, Tatileh an d Ma'an are reserved, 
under the current law, 20 seats, but hold 
only 9.36 per cent of the country's total 
population. 

In the meanwhile, an official source at the 
f^rime Ministry coniinned that the pre- 
nner's meetings with the Houses scheduled 
for today and tomorrow' w'ill centre on the 
election law, and said “necessary measures 
to be taken ^fore the elections will be dis- 
cussed." The source, however, would not 


By Ghaiia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The long awaited parmership agree- 
ment betw'een Jord^ and die European Union (£U) 
will be signed during the ministerial meeting in 
Malta CHI April 13-16. Prime Minister .Abdul S^am 
Majali told journalists on Saturday. 

In his first press conference after assuming office 
on March 19, Dr. Majali said the cabinet approved 
the articles of the a^eement which will be signed in 
Malta. 

The EU has been an active economic contributor 
in the Middle East and has been pressing for a polit- 
ical involvement. 

Although tiie EU plays a positive economic role in 
its relations with Jordan. Dr. Majali stressed that the 
EU should act as a major partner in its support of 
the peace process and not as a competitor of the 
United States. 

He noted that during His Majesty King Hussein's 
recent visit to the United States, the Americans 
appeared to be more supportive of a European 
involvement in the peace process. 

Malta conference will bring together 12 Mediter- 
ranean and 15 Europeaii countries with the mm of 
assessing the progress achieved by the Barcelona 
conference wUch called for the establishment of 
association agreements betw*een the EU and coun- 
tries of the Mediterranean region. 

The Barcelona conference, which was held in 
November 1993, also called for the creation of the 
world's largest fiee zone area by the year 2010. 

The signing of the agreernent was postponed since 
August last year, however it appears that Jordan and 
the EU have finely come to an understanding over 
the outstanding points. 

The agreement which is meant to strengthen the 
economic relations between Jordan and the EU, will 
provide the Kingdom fiee access to EU markets and 
put Jordan in a standard level of protection as well 
as eliminate trade barriers between the two coun- 
tries, 

European officials earlier said that the Euro-Jor- 
dan partnership agreement will support the King- 
dom in its efforts to upgrade a wide segment of the 
economy. 

The h^ of the delegation of the Commission of 
the European Communities in Jordan Yves Gazzo 
described the signing as an achievement after two 
years of continuous negotiations. 

“It is very good for Jordan. Al±ougb the agree- 
ment will require sacrifice ftom different sectors, it 
will give a boost to the entire economy,” said Mr. 
Gazzo. 

Dr. Majali said, however, the Kingdom suffers 
from economic recession, adding that foreign 
investments have not yet reached the aspired levd. 


By Tareq Ayyoub. 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali said Saturday that peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA i reached a critical point and said that world 
pressure should be maintained on Israel to abol- 
ish senlement policy and resume peace making. 

Dr. Majal, who was speaking in a press confer- 
ence foUownng a three-hour cabinet session, said 
that during His Majesty King Hu.ssein'.s talks 
with the U.S. officids . he sussed the need to 
halt the current Israeli settlement policy as a first 
step to resume the stalled peace talks. 

“During our talks with the Americans our posi- 
tion wa.s clear; Israel's settlement building in the 
occupied territories should be stopped because it 
contradicts the spirit of the agreements Israel 
signed with the Palestinians.'’ Dr. Majali said in 
his first encounter with foreign and local media 
since he assumed office on March 19. 

During His Majesty^s visit to the U.S., he held 
talks with U.S. I^sident Bill Clinton. Secretary' 
of State. Madeleine Albright. Secretary' of 
Defence William Cohen and other U.S. officials. 

The talks focused on peace making in the 
region, simation in Iraq and Jordan's political, 
economical and military relations with the us. 

He added that despite repeated calls from Jor- 
danian opposition parties. Jordan will not resort 
to severing diplomatic ties with Israel. 

“Jordan will not cut ties with Israel in 
response.... because turning our back will not 
serve the cause of peace.” 

“1 am a very optimistic person and I think every 
problem has a solution and there will be a solu- 
tion to restart the peace process.” The premier 
said. 

Dr. MajaU urged Arab countries to adopt a uni- 
fied position in order to support Palestinian resi- 
dents in East Jerusalem to defy Israeli settlement 
policies. 

“A unified Arab front.... and a continuous diplo- 
matic pressure on Israel are the only ways to con- 
vince Israel to halt settlement building.” Dr. 
Majali, who signed the 1994 Jordan-lsrael peace 
treaty, said. 

He emphasised that no concrete initiatives were 
av^able to overcome the deadlock in the peace 
talks, which was caused by the Israeli govern- 
ment decision to build a Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem, but said that the American 
administration and European Union (EUj are 
mediating to overcome the deadlock. 

'1 have not heard any new initiative or sugges- 
tion but all sides are working to reach a formula 
to resume the peace talks,” 1>. Majali said. 

Dr. Majali said that Jordan doesn't support 
interfering in Iraq’s internal affairs and calls for a 
quick lift of the six-year-old sanctions imposed 
on Iraq following the 1990 invasion of KuwaiL 

“The suffering of the Iraqi people should come 
to an end,” the prime Minister said. "Jordan 
believes that sanctions should be lifted.... but at 
the same time Iraqi government should fully 
comply with the U.N. resolutions,” Dr. Majah 
said. 

He told reporters that the Iraqi issue was raised 
during His Majesty’s visit to the U.S. and Jordan 
“has informed the American administration that 
sanctions should come to an end.” 

Dr. Majali said that during his visit to the U.S.. 
he met with the Saudi ambassador to the United 
States, Prince Bandar Ben Sulum, and discussed 
with him ‘'frankly and openly" the situation in 
Iraq. 

“The Saudi side has told us the time was not 
ripe to lift the sanctions and Iraq has a long way 
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Unity government would work, says Peres 


TELAVTVtAFPl— Opposi- 
riou Labour Party leader Shi- 
mon Peres said Saturday that 
a national unity government 
with the ruling Likud bloc 
would strengthen Israel in 
final peace talks uich the 
Palestinians. 

“The goal, in my miod, is 
how TO further advance the 
peace process." Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio from Brazil. 

“Now it is stuck.” be stud. 
“The goal is also to reach a 
pennaneni agreement (mth 
the Palestinians) for which we 
need to realty gather a lot of 
strength." 

Mr. Peres, the architect of 
the autonomy accords with 
the Palestinians, was spring 
after Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said be 
Was considering a “national 
unity" government but was 
worried it would not u.'ork. 

“I’m thinking about it 
already," Mr. Netanyahu told 


state television from Italy. 

“1 think about one basic 
question: will the broadening 
of the government bring a bet- 
ter result in our ability to suck 
to this process and finish iL” 
the right-wing leader said. 

“Or, will (Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser) Arafat see two 
parts of this government that 
he could play against each 
Other," Mr. Netanyahu added 
saying he would decide on a 
“national unity” government 
“in the near future." 

.Mr. Peres rejected Mr. 
Netanyahu's fears that Likud 
and Labour would not work 
well together. 

“Each government that is 
created needs to work on 
basic, joint principles and it's 
not possible that there would 
be two separate govemments 
in such a govemmem," Mr. 
Peres said, adding that he was 
awaiting an invitation to join 
such a government from Mr. 


Netanyahu. 

But Avraham Shohau one of 
the beads of a separate Labour 
faction, told Israel Radio that 
welding two “totally differ^ 
ent” policies on the peace 
process might be impossible. 

“How can there be a synthe- 
sis between two totally differ- 
ent approaches — one that 
brought four years of a peace 
process and a closeness to the 
rest of the world and another 
that brought our total crash 
with all the worid?” Mr. 
Shohat asked- 

A parliamentary coalition of 
Labour and Likud would give 
a “national tioity” government 
66 out of 120 seats, or the 
same mandate as the current 
Neignyahu cabinet which 
relies on a grouping of small 
far-right and religious parties. 

The Oslo peace process was 
launched in 1993 under the 
late prime minister, Yiczak 
Rabin, and Mr. Peres, his suc- 


cessor. 

But since Mr. Netanyahu's 
right-wing government was 
elected last May its hardline 
policies have plunged the 
peace process into deep crisis. 

Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks ground to a halt after 
Israel began construction of a 
new Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians want to make the 
capital of a future state. 

Since the groundbreaking, 
daily confrontations between 
Palestinians throwing rocks 
and Israeli soldiers shooting 
rubber bullets have left seven 
Palestinians dead, one of them 
from an Israeli settler’s gun- 
fire. 

A suicide bombing in Tel 
Aviv in retaliation for the set- 
tlement killed three Israelis. 

So-called “final stams” talks 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians will deal with the 
toughest issues between them. 


such as the extent of Palestin- 
ian sovereignty and the status 
of Jerusalem which Israel says 
is its “eternal capital." 

Some parties in Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing coali- 
tion ^ve expressed opposi- 
tion to handing over more ter- 
ritory to the Palestinians, even 
though the land-for-peace for- 
mula is the basis of the Oslo 
process. 

In an interview Friday wnth 
independent Channel Two 
Television, Mr. Netanyahu 
said he would be able to reach 
a permanent agreement with 
the Palestinians “that most of 
the (Israeli) public, about 80 
per cent of them, will sup- 
port." 

“Contrary to what people 
say. 1 am not interested in 
bringing about a crisis in the 
peace process," Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “1 want to 
bring it to its finality.” 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives Sheikh Sultan Ben Khalifah Ben 
Zayed Al Nahayan of the United .Arab Emirates (Petra photo) 


King receives message from UAE leader 


AMMAN (Peiru) — His Majesty Kins 
Hussein on Saiurday recci\ed Sheikh Sul- 
tan Ben Khulifuh Ben Zayed .Al Nahayan 
of the United .Arab Emirates (V.AEi. who 
relayed lo him a message from U.AE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al .Nahayan. 

The message dealt w ith bilaleral relations 
and issues of common concern. The meet- 
ing was attended by His Royal Highnes.s 


Prince Hamzeh. 

Sheikh Sultan, prcsidcni ol ihc I'.Al: 
Equestrian Federation. w.i> recebed upon 
,irrival by Her Royal Highness IVincess 
.Alia. 

Sheikh Sultan voiced happines.s I'or \isil- 
ing Jordan and said in an arrival .siaieineiii 
that he will hold talks with Princess .Alia 
during his scverai-diy visii. 


Settlers and Palestinians 
clash in West Bank town 


Combined s^ency 
dispatches 

IN A NEW TftTST to 
Hebron's violent protests. 
Palestinians and Jewish set- 
tlers threw stones and 
empty bonles at each other 
Saniiday while police 
forces on both sides tried to 
restrain them. 

Two dozen settlers gath- 
ered on the roof of a senler 
compound and pelted 
Palestinian shoppers in a 
market down below with 
rocks. One Palestinian was 
lightly injured from a stone. 

Israeli soldiers climbed 
onto the roof to stop the 
stone throwing, but other 
settlers continued to drop 
stones from balconies and 
window's. Palestinians in 
the market, angered that 
Israeli troops did not do 
more to stop the barrage, 
threw .stones at the soldiers 
and then at the settler com- 
pound. Shopkeepers closed 
their stores. 

A few .streets away. Israeli 


troops fired rubber-coated 
steel pellets and stun 
grenades at Palestinians 
who threw stones and fire- 
bombs at the troops and 
towards settler homes. 

Israel Radio said five 
Palestinians, including a 
policeman, were being 
treated at a local hospital 
for wounds from the rub- 
ber-coated bullets. 

Palestinian police formed 
a human chain and used 
vehicles as a barrier to pre- 
vent the protesters from 
reaching the Israeli con- 
trolled downtown area of 
divided Hebron. .After five 
hours of unrest, the city- 
streets were quiet and both 
the settlers and Palestinians 
went indoors. 

The Palestinian Nacionul 
.Authority tPN.A* controls 
SO per cent of Hebron whi le 
Israel still controls the 
downtown area, home to 
450 Jews and 15.000 
Palestinians. 

There have been daily 
cIo.vhes in the West Bank 


since I.srael lust nionih 
begun construction of :i 
Jewi.sh seilleinem in .Arab 
East Jcntsalem. The PN.A 
broke off security coopera- 
tion with the Israelis in 
response to the construc- 
tion. 

.A statement from the 
Palestinian cabinet on Sat- 
urday said the unrest 
“reflects the persistence of 
our people in resisting .set- 
tlements.'' The cabinet 
blamed Israel for violating 
peace ugreeinenis and said 
Israel would be;u- responsi- 
bility for the consequences 
of the con.struction project. 

“Peace and .settlements 
are not compatible ... and if 
Israel wants peace, it must 
go back on its policy of set- 
tiements and implement the 
accords” with the Palestini- 
ans, .said the statement. 

.About 200 Israeli peace 
supporters took pan in a 
demonstration near the con- 
struction site in .Arab E,i.si 

(Continued on page 7i 


Bagh(iad hails U.S. 'failure' to 
get pilgrims' flight condemned 


B.AGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Saturday hailed the 
“failure” of ihe United 
States in getting the U.N. 
Security Council to con- 
demn an Iraqi flight which 
defied U.N. sanctions to 
take pilgrim.s to Saudi .Ara- 
bia. 

“What happened in the 
Security Council Sanctions 
Comminee is another slap 
in the face for the United 
States." the government 
daily Al Jomhouriya wrote. 

“After ii.s failure Wash- 
ington finds iLself isolated 
as the international commu- 
nity shows undcratanding 
of Iraq's attitude.'* the paper 
said. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil postponed consultations 
until Monday after failing 
to agree on how to respond 
to the Iraqi Airways ffighi 
which carried 104 pilgrims 
to Jeddah in Saudi .Arabia. 

Washington said the 
flight was a violation of 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
after Iraq's 199U invasion 
of Kuwait and should be 
condemned. 

But the Security Council 
was split over the legality 
of the flighu which 1^ 
argued was humanitarian 
and therefore allowed 


under the ambiguously- 
worded Resolution 670 

.Al Jomhouriya .said: “The 
debates over tiie humanitar- 
ian flight showed the Unit- 
ed States con no longer 
manipulate the Security 
Council's positions. 

“Iraq's position is getting 
stronger and stronger" 
within the international 
community, it said. 

A Kuwaiti newspaper 

said Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein's violation of 
the U.N. embargo by fly- 
ing pilgrims will increase 
distrust of Baghdad rather 
than help ease sanctions. 

In a from page editorial, 
the English-language .Arab 
Times described the Iraqi 
.Airways flight os “the lat- 
est manifestation of Sad- 
dam's insanity." 

The iTighi was an "an 
apparent attempt to use .sen- 
sitive religious ground.s to 
defy the United Nations 
embargo" while the Iraqi 
president hoped the plane 
would not ^ allowed to 
land "lo pn.iject a heroic 
image." the paper said. 

But the paper said if the 
Iraqi leader was "w'ise. he 
would have surely under- 
stood that the aircraft 
would be allowed to safely 


reach its de.stination." The 
Iraqi .Airways pl.anu wxs 
escorted to Jeddah, before 
returning lo Iraq. 

At the U.N.. Washing- 
lon'.s chief representative. 
Bill Richardson. told 
reporters that after hours of 
discus.<vion on Friday the 
council would have to 
resume its talks again on 
Monday. 

.A (Thinese spokesman 

said his government did not 

believe that the Iraqi action 
violated .sanctions. 

"Progress is being nutde. 
discussions are going to 
continue." Mr. Richardson 
said. "It i.s our very sin>ng 
view that an Incident like 
this should not he repeated. 
\^'e are working w ith coun- 
cil members to make sure 
this doesn’t happen.” 

"We remain behind the 
view that this i.s a viola- 
tion.'' he added. s;iving that 
a majority ol' the council 
agreed w iih him. “Bui (here 
ore still some delicate mat- 
ters that have to be dealt 
with.’' 

But some diplomats noted 
that while China was 
opposed lo any statement, 
other countries objected to 

(Cotinued on page 7 ) 



zjrlome & Middle East News 
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Iran assails Azerbaijan 
for allowing American 


'interference' in Caspian 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Iran 
accused Azerbaijan on ^Sat- 
urday of allowing U.S. 
imeiference in the oil-rich 
Caspian Sea region, saying 
Baku's projects with West- 
ern oil companies were an 
historic mistake, the Inter- 
fax news agency reported. 

Iranian P^liamentaiy 
Speaker Ail Akbar Nategh 
Nuri. on a visit to Moscow, 
said Azerbaijani President 
Geidar Aliyev was "com- 
mitting an historic mistake 
by laying the basis for 
^erican interference" in 
the affairs of countries bor- 
dering on the Caspian. 

"It is an historic dream of 
the United States to gain a 
solid foothold in the Caspi- 
an sea after the Gulf," Mr. 
Nuri told reporters. 

"Superpowers always use 
local factors to penetrate 
into one region or another." 

Iran and Russia both 
oppose unilateral exploita- 
tion of the Caspian's rich 
oil resources. 

Iron sharply criticised a 
mulii-billion-dollar deal 
between Azerbaijan and a 
Western consortium to 
develop Caspian oil. after it 
was excluded from the pro- 
ject under U.S. pressure. 

British Petroleum and 
AMOCO hold the laigest 
stakes in the S7.5-bilhon 
international project signed 
in September 1994 to 
develop three Azeibaijani 
offshore fields — Azeri. 
Chirag and Gyuneshli. 

The consortiura involved 
in the project — dubbed 
"the contract of the centu- 
ry" — also includes the 
i^erbaijani state oil com- 
pany Socar, Turkish com- 
pany TPAO and Lukoil of 
Russia. 

Azerbaijan has also 
signed other major Caspian 
oil contracts with Western 


Nuri rejects criticism of 
arms deals with Russia 


MOSCOW ( AFP; — Iran said Sanirday it needed to n^xiSd its 
aimed forces and raj<S:^ ^^%stem charges that its mUhaiy 
coopenidon widi Russia was upsemng the militaiy balance in 
the Gulf region. 

Iranian I^ament Speaker All AldiarNateqh Nuri, quoted by 
iDteriax News Ageni^, said Iran bad lost large quantities of mil- 
itary equipment during the 1980-1988 war against Iraq, and 
oifaCT weapons were now obsolete. 

*The West is afraid that weapon deliveries will further 
strengdien Iran's independence," be told repotieis during a visit 
to Moscow. 

But be stressed that Saudi Arabia, with a popularion of only a 
sixth of the size of Iran’s, had a militaiy buc^ 10 dmes greater: 

Mr. Nuri and Russian Foreiga Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
signed a joint memcxandum on expoa ctmtrols, including a 
pledge to abide by intemadonal rules aimed at preventing the 
spread of weapons of mass destruction, Itar-Tass new's agency 
reported. 

Wariiington has voiced concern that the transfer of l^issian 
nuclear technology to Iran could help it to build atomic 
weapons — a chai^ dismissed by Moscow. 

Russia insists that the equipment it is supplying for an Iranian 
nudear power station at Bu^br on the Gulf coast can only be 
used for dvilian purposes. 

Russia' has delivered three diesel-powered Kilo-class sub- 
marines to Iran, and last month Israeli o£5cials said Russia was 
considerirtg supplying Iran with the technological know-how to 
build SS-4 suiface^tchsurfrtce missiles. 

The SS^ missile has a range of 1,600 kilomeiies, more than 
double the distance of die Scud-C missQes die Iranians current- 
ly possess. 

'Ws have many areas of cooper^ion (with Russia),’’ Me Nuri 
said, noting diat Iran was bu^g oil equipment fixra Russia, 
and building Russian TU-334 passdiger planes under licence. 


complies. 

In Baku, President Aliyev 
told managers of AMOCO 
that ±e next century “will 
be a century of cooperation 
between Azerbaijan and 
U.S. companies, espedally 


AMOCO." the Azerbaijani 
news agency Turan report- 
ed Saturday. 

Praising AMOCO's role 
in the contract Mr. Aliyev 
said Azerbaijan would cre- 
ate all the necessary condi- 
tions for AMOCO to devel- 
op its operations. 

The last treaties on the 
Caspian were signed 
between Iran and the for- 
mer Soviet Union in 1921 
and 1940, and Mr. Nuri said 
Iran wanted an agreement 
"as soon as possible" on the 
sea’s status. 

Moscow has warned that 
it wrill retaliate if the huge 
bounty of oil in the land- 
locked Caspian is claimed 
unilaterally by one of the 
other four countries border- 


ing IL 

But so far Moscow has 
not blocked the big deals, 
provided Lukoil has been 
given access. 

Mr. Nuri said the posi- 
tions of Iran, Russia and 
Turkmenistan were "very 
close” on the status issue, 
and they were trying to 
coordinate their approach 
with Azerbaijan and Kaza- 
khstan. 

"It's not easy to do this, 
because foreign intrigues 
are hampering us," he 
added. 

He said he had proposed 
that Russia participate in 
Iranian oil projects, notably 
in the southern Pars oil- 
field. 


Iran confirms journalist found dead, 
cites robbery as motive for murder 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
Iranian journalist found 
dead here in late Februaiy' 
was killed by thieves, the 

f ovemment daily Iran said 
aturday. 

Ibrahim Zal Zadeh. the 
editor of the literary' 
monthly Me'yar and 
owner of the publishing 
house Ebtekar ( initiative L 
was killed after being 
robbed, it said, adding that 
he was carry'ing the equiv- 
alent of S 1 .000 at the time 
of the murder. 

"Primary investigations 
show several thieves were 


in pursuit of the joumal- 
isL" the paper said. "The 
killers knew well that he 
had money with him." 

It said Zal-Zadeh. SO. 
was kidnapped on Feb. 22 
while out buying flowers 
for his wife. 

The Paris-based 

Reporters Sans Frontieres 
said last week the journal- 
ist had been arrested a 
month ago by the secret 
setA'ice. and that he had 
been found murdered on 
March 29 near Tehran. 

It said the body was 
found half-buried in the 


outskirts of Tehran, accus- 
ing the Iranian secret ser- 
vice of the murder. 

•His press card was found 
in a package containing 
dried fiowers in the back 
of his car. said the pro- 
freedom of press organisa- 
tion in a protest letter to 
Inman President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

The organisation urged 
Mr. Rafsanjai to use his 
influence to launch a legal 
inquiry and demanded that 
all those responsible be 
put on trial. 
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U.N. food 
observers ^ 
deploy in ji|VC 


north Iraq 


HEBRON CLASHES: IsraeU soldiers scan the rooftops of Hebron houses on Saturday in search of Palestinian stone- 
throwers amidst clashes in the West Bank dty (Reuters photo) 


26 more killed in 
Algerian violence 


Taleban lose two key 
towns to rival groups 


HAOUCHE GROS, Algeria (Agencies) — Four peo- 
ple were killed in a ca^omb blast in this town, sited 
around 35 kilometres south of the capital Algiers, local 
people said Saturday. 

The blast occurred Friday afternoon, they told AFP, 
as the car was driving past the base of a local defence 
unit The driver and three other people from the town 
were killed. 

E^Uer Saturday, security forces said 22 civilians 
were killed overnight in the nearby town of Douar 
Menaa. No other details were given. 

They blamed the attack on anti-government extrem- 
ists who have been fighting the military-backed regime 
since the cancellation of general elections in January 
1992 which the now-banned fondamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) had been poised to win. 

A statement read on state-run radio said the 22 were 
"assassinated in a cowardly way." the official term 
used for rebels committing murders by cutting throats. 

It said the massacre occurred overnight in the Menaa 
hamlet, near Bouafrik, 30 kilometres south of Algiers. 

The broadcast blamed guerrillas for the killings but 
gave no further details. 

The killing brought to about 140 the number of peo- 
ple slaughtered in a wave of renewed massacres during 
the past week. 

Over the past seven days, guerrillas have massacred 
nearly 120 people, mostly villagers in remote areas, 
killing some with chainsaws, dousing others in burning 
petrol or shooting them dead at point blank range in 
several regions across the country, according to Alger- 
ian newspapers. 

In the worst attack in five years of violence in Alge- 
ria, rebels exterminated all 53 inhabitants of a village 
in the Medea province, 70 kilometres south of Algiers, 
last week. 

Algeria is gearing up for June S legislative elections 
in which more than 30 political parties will take part. 

The outlawed FIS called on Algerians to boycott the 
poll which it said would be neither free nor fair. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — An 
Afghan group ous^ from 
power in eastern Afghanistan 
last year said on Saturday it 
bad captured two districts in 
the eastern pro^dnee Kunar 
fipom the dominant Taleban 
noovement 

But a Taleban ^kesman, 
quoted by a Pakistan-based 
Afghan news service, denied 
the report of the capture of 
Asmar and Dangam districts 
and said heavy fighting was 
ra ging there wi& Theban 
reinforcements sent to the 
area. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) quoted sources in the 
former eastern Shura, or 
council as saying the Shura 
forces were now cootroUing 
both districts in Kunar, which 
borders Pakistan, and bad 
repulsed Thieban counter- 
attacks. 

The Taleban ousted the 
pio-Shuza administrations in 
the eastern provinces of Nao- 
gaihar, Kunar and f-j> ghman 
in a sweep in September last 


y’ear that later took the purist 
Islainist militia to take con- 
trol of ^ capital Kabul. 

A Taleban force launched 
an on exposition 

forces in Asmar on Saturday 
and both sides were using 
heavy weapons, AIP quoted 
its sources in the area as say- 


Ihleban sources said the 
Tglflmisr militia had alsO 
crushed recent opposition 
revolts in Nangariiar and 
Laghman p^D^tinces and had 
taken some 300 opposition 
prisoner in the p^ one 
week. AIP said. The Taleban 
killed 23 opposition fighters 
and lost at least 13 of its own 
men. 

AIP also reported xoradic 
figh ting in the northwestern 
province of Badghis, where 
Ihleban. which controls 
more than two-thiids of 
Afghanistan, said earlier this 
week that it had taken some 
teiritoiy from the forces of 
norfhem Uzbek (Thief CSener- 
al Abdul Rashid Dostum. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 
United Nations has sent 20 
observers to the three Kur- 
dish provinces in northern 
Iraq to monitor the discrib- 
urion of food and medicine 
there, a U.N. official in 
Baghdad said on Saturday. 

Eric Fait, spokesman for 
Iraq's U.N. coordinator, 
said four iniemationai staff ■ 
have headed north to over- 
see the handing out of flour 
rations to Iraqi Kurds. 

Foodstuffs bought under 
Iraq’s oil-for-food deal 
. with the United Nations 
have been piling up. 

Iraq, under U.N. sanc-0 
tions for invading Kuwait 
in 1990. began exporting 
oil last December under the 
so-called oil-for- food deal 
allowing it to sell S2 billiou 
worth of crude over six 
monfos to imi^rt mainly 
food and medicine. 

Late last month the Ir^i 
govemraenc began distrib- 
uting the first food rations 
in areas under its control 
The distributioo of supplies 
in the Kurdish provinces of 
Dahouk. Efoii and 
Sulaimaniya, currently out- 
side the central govern- 
ment control is solely a 
U.N. respousibility. 

Mr. Fait said the distribu- 
tion of flour rations would 
start in earnest in northern 
Iraq next week. He said 
new ration cards for die 
area were being printed. 

He said the UJ^. intended 
to deploy 20 out of its 151 
observers in northern areas. 
The whole operation ema- 
nating from foe oil deal is 
being carried out under^ 
strict U.N. supervision. 

Iraq's revenue from the 
parti^ oil sales will be 
about$1.3 billion after fun- 
nelling 30 per cent for Gulf 
war reparations and other 
U.N. costs. Kurds in the 
three provinoK are entitle 
under foe deal to get goods 
worth $260 millioa. 


UAE plans further cuts in foreigners 


Belgiom reports seizing weapons cache 


A Brussels magistrate seized 8.500 automatic 
weapons that were due to be shipped to Algerian guer- 
rillas at foe end of last year, foe Belgian newspaper La 
Derniere Heure reported on Saturday. 

The rifles had been imported to Belgium from Britain 
and were officially destined for Yemen, it said. How- 
ever. Belgian security services determined that they 
were actually on their way to Algeria’s Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) via Gibraltar, it said. 

The paper said an arms dealer from Liege had been 
imprisoned for three months in foe affair. 

Brussels judicial officials were not immediately 
available to confirm foe report. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is considering 
reducing its foreign com- 
munity even though it 
expelled nearly 200,000 
illegal Asian migrants in 
19^, its minister of interi- 
or said on Saturday. 

Mohammad A1 Badi said 
the conntry was planning to 
draw up a strategy to 
increase foe number of 
native workers and ease 
reliance on foreign labour. 

‘Tackling the imbalance 
in demographic structure 
has become a national 
objective, which should be 
shouldered by all govern- 
ment and non-government 
institutions," he told the 
local daily A1 Ittihad. 

"Any measures by the 


Interior Ministry in this 
regard must be within foe 
firework of an overall 
demographic policy aimed 
at achieving a balance in 
foe population to an accept- 
able security level.” 

UAE nationals are a 
minority in the UAE, 
accounting for nearly a 
third of its 2.37 million 
people. Expatriates from 
India. Pakistan. Bangladesh 
and other south Asian 
countries exceed half foe 
total population. 

Nearly 200,(KX) illegtil 
migrants fiom south Asia 
flew home last year, taking 
advantage of an unprece- 
dented four-month 

amnesty. 

Like other oil-rich Gulf 
states, the UAE depends 


heavily on expatriate work- 
ers, who began to stream in 
when oil was discovered 
three decades ago — turn- 
ing foe country into one of 
foe wealthiest in the world. 

‘The imbalance in foe 
demographic structure is 
now a priority for foe UAE 
given its negative effects on 
security, economy and soci- 
ety,” Mr. Badi said. 

"But such a problem has 
many dimensions. We can 
face it only through an 
effective policy, including 
encour^ing nationalisation 
of jobs." 

Badi said a commit- 
tee created by foe cabinet 
last year to find solutions to 
the problem was consider- 
ing more measures but he 
did not eltfoorate. 


I Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
. 14:05 ....Conoon — Jenny Quest 
, 14:30 Cartoon — Problem Gtild 

1 15:00 French Programtnes 

' I6KH) Doc. — Glob^ Family 

1 16:25 Energy £.\p^es^ 

1 16:50 Doc. — Our World, Their 
i World 

1 17:15 .Clear Waicr-Big Fish 

; 18:00 French Prograntmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

: 19:35 Comedy — Fresh (*rince of 
i Bel-.Mr 

1 20:00 Doc. — Worid Echo 

! 20:30 Medical Dmma — Side 
'Efforts 

21:10 Boc. — Nautilus 

! 22:00 New'S in English 

22:25 Hot Shots 

23:15 Sisters 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


; 04:55. 

Tajr 

06:05. 

(Sunrise) Doha 

1 


' 16:12 


19H)7 


20:27.- 

- ‘Isha 


.•Viiglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Anneiiian Catholic Church Tel. 
771.^31. 

Armenian Orthodox Churii 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Qiuidi Tel. 77I75I. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24.32S. 

German-speaking Evai^dical 
Congregatioa Tel. S4S4S7 
The Lattei^Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tei. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel $11295 

English-^ieaking 

Latin Calhdics Parish Tei. 

614190. 


Jordan Valley 14/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 17. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 24 per cenu 
Aqaba 2S percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


I gt. Marv of Nazareth Church 
.Sweifieh!TelSl0740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
; 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
I Church of the .AnnunicatioD 
Tel. 637440. 

j De la Sane Church Tel. 661757. 

[ Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 


Bulleiin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Khamasini weatb^ coodidoas 
will pFev'oil with temperaaires ris- 
ing significantly. It will be warm, 
dry. dusty, and winds soubteaster- 
ly moderate to actire. In Aqaba, it 
will be lelodvely warm and dusty, 
winds southerly moderate to 
active, and seas rough. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MazaNbaE 

Dr. FayezDabbas 

Dr. Adnan Taghlnui 

Dr. Fakber 

J522233 

Hras pharmacy 

Feidows phamiacy 

A1 Asema pharmacy ...m. 

Nairoukb pharmacy 

A] Salam phannacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisanj pharmacy 

Nqib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. MazenAbuBakir 

A] Quds pharmacy 

Z.ARQA: 

Dr. MazenAISaCarnu 
Khalifeb pharmacy 


-83W35 

..759155 

..898140 

Bilbdti 


.661912 

,.778336 

,.637055 

,.623672 

.636730 

,.6MW5 

..637660 

.847632 


Gvil Defence Emeigeney.......l99 

Rescue Pbbee— 192. 621 1 1 1 637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highwav Police. 843402 

Traflfic ^lice- 896390 

Public SecuriQr DepL 63Q32I 

Hotel Complaints..- 605800 

Pdee Complaints.— .661176 

& Sewei^ Ccnfilans ..897467 
Amman Municipaliiy Complaints 

- - 787111 

Telephone Information {directory 

assistance)..- - 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101* 

Abdoli Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority -....680100 

J. Electricity Audiority 8IS615 

Electric PowerCo... .-,..636381 

RJ Flight laformaiion ..08-53200 
(^ueen Alia Ind. Aiipon 08-53200 


Al-Ahli.Abdalj -664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajieen .-.777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Anny, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amol Hospital 67415S 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Spedal Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A) Hikma Modem Hospital 

— — (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- -..(021272275 

Ibtv A1 Nafees Hospital 

-.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Irincess Hava Ho^tal 

(03)314111 


stqtplied on pheme 08 (52700) 


ARRIVALS 

Roval Jordanian (RJ) Fi^ts 

09JS Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 -Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:30 Bornbay (RJ) 

10:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi <RT) 

llri)5 Beirut (RJ> 

11:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17^40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18ri» - Paris (RJ) 

19:50 — - Aankfuit (RJ) 

19:55 Xondon. Geneva (RJ) 

20:30 - .Tunis (RJ) 

20^10 - — Rome(RJ) 

21riN) Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

21:45 - Madrid iRJ) 

23:35 —.Athens, Vienna 

(RJ) 

00:40 Jans (add) (RJ) 

04:50 — Cairo (RJ ) 


.276852 
(— ) 


.985832 

.985417 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 10/27 

Aqaba. —......15/31 

Deserts 08/29 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Defence Depanmoit 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


AMMAN: 

HussrinMedcalCeoae — .S13813G2 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .($42441/2 

Jabal .Ammon Maiemi^' ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman —.636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisaoi Hospital - 669131 

University Hospital .........845843 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abc^ .....666126/37 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informadrm is supplied tn 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) b^Mnation 
departmeiu at the Queen Alh Inter- 
national Airport Tel (08\53200-5. 
vhere ii should alvt^ be verged, 
h^ormation on other flights can be 


Other Flints 

L3ti)0 .Sanaa (TY) 

12.*00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:35 - Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 — Moscow 

(SU) 

31:10 Beirut iMEj 

21:35 - .Cairo (hrlS) 

23d0 Istanbul (TK) 

0(kS9 CaSoCMS) 

®2:IS -London 

(BA) 

07:20 London (BA) 

07:20 . — ...Tel Aviv (LY) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flails 

06:00 Aqaba. Brussels (add) (RJ) 

07:20 BeinitiRJ) 

WsOO Aqaba. Frankfurt (RT) 

08:10 Aqab^ Frankfurt (add) 
(RJ) 

12:10 .Tunis (RJ) 

12:10 Frankfurt. Paris (add) (RJ) 

12:30 j?ome (RJ) 

12:35 Amsterdam. New )'ork 
(RJ) 

1^520 Lond(xi(RJ) 

13:20 Athens. Vienna (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

22K)0 ,—Abu CXiobl Dubai 
(RJ) 

22:50 - New Delhi (RJ) 

23:40 — Sanaa (RJ) 

23:59 Singapore, Jakarta (.RJ) 

®0:10 - Bangkok (RJ) 

®2:00 — Cairo (RJ) 

®2:10 - .Damascus (Rjj 


Drpk Amman —AOD am evay Mood^ 
Aie DamasoE —S.'OO pm eveiy MnndiQr 
Dqiteniascus— 7J0amevay SunAQr 
An: Amman pm every Suxti^ 


Other Flints 

Jeddah SV) 

- — .Sanaa (lY) 

Doha(GR 

16:35 Moscow (SU) 

^•25 - Cairo (1^) 

w:4S ...» Amscerdam (KLi 

®2:00 — ClaiitxMS) 

S’*®® - - Beirut (ME) 

London (BA) 

.Tel Aviv (.LY) 


market PRICES 
Uf^r/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

7IWU^ 

Banana. 

. 6AA/6nO 

Banana runported), 
Cabbase 

.980/600 

ivunn 

Carrot 

200/120 

Cauliflower. 

7iiA/inn 

Cucumber (large) 
Cucumber (small)... 
Eggplant 

230/160 

.-..350/200 

91(1/1 Ad 

Garlic 

Grape friiit .... 

-.1550/600 

180/120 

Lemon 


Marrow 

Marrow 

....-220/130 

Onion (green) 

220/180 


Onion (dry) .380/180 

Orange .560/300 

^ 800/650 

Pepper (hot) -.650/350 

Pepper (sweet) 650/350 

P^ 370000! 

150/60 j 

Spinach 240/150 

String beans. 105IV700; 

-.420/220 ! 
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Crown Prince urges 
investment in human 
resources for peace 

Visiting U.S. delegation explores 
trade, tourism with Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH Crown Prince 
Hassao Saturday described investment in 
human resources development as constitut- 
ing the best impetus to build peace in the 
Middle East. 

Addressing a visiting American econom- 
J ic and trade delegation from the state of 
>^sconsin, led by that state's governor. 
Tommy Tonisoo, at a luncheon hosted in 
their honour, I^ce Hassan called on the 
United States to deal with the Middle East 
as an integrated unit and wi thin the frame- 
wodc of the global economy. 

The Prince emphasised the need to attain 
a balance in economic and trade relations 
between the Middle East Europe and the 
United States. 

Prince Hassan also stressed that the future 
of Palestinian refugees must be addressed 
humanely. 

He added that the region should enjoy a 
comprehensive peace covering social, 
humanitarian and economic domains. 

Prince Hassan described as unfortunate 
that while the countries of the region have 
spent $300 billion on arms since the Gulf 
war, only $35 bilUon is needed to restruc- 
ture and rehabilitate the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Jondan offers lucrative investment oppor- 
tunities to entrepreneurs, especially in 
tourism and trade, he added. 

The Crown Prince specificaUy referred to 
the Jordan Rift Valley, stating that it holds a 
great potential for investmenL . 

He declared that the region has no alter- 
native but to embark on cooperation in 
achieving socio-economic development 
| < and in building a better and more secure 
future. 

Mr. Tomson told Prince Hassan that his 
delegation was exploring opportunities for 
investment and promoting U.S.-Jordanion 
trade links, f^sent at the lunch were nun- 
isters of foreign affairs, administrative 
development, health and medical care, 
indusi^ and trade, and soci^ development. 

Earlier ,, Saturday, Jordanian officials 
briefed ttie visiting U.S. delegation on the 
investment climate in -Jordan, the national 
economy and the Kingdbm’s econonuc and 
trade ties with the United States. 

Subsequent to a meeting with Chief of the 
Jordanian Exports Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation (JEOCOi 
Mohammad Halaiqa, Wisconsin Governor 
Tommy Tomson. h^d of the visiting dele- 
gation. said that his delegation is exploring 
prospects for opemng tr^e with Jordan. 


“'We are exploring opportunities for 
investments in Jordan as well as developing 
business relations and securing agents for 
Wisconsin-based businesses in the King- 
dom," Mr. Tomson said. 

"We hope to establish trade relations with 
Jordon as this is the main purpose of our 
visit to this country." he added “We have 
much to offer each other and we are opti- 
mistic about future business with the Jor- 
danian business community." 

Dr. Halaiqa outlined Jordanian achieve- 
ments since the economic restructuring 
programme in 1989, stating that Jordan, 
which is integrating with the global econo- 
my, will shortly conclude a partnership 
agreement with the European Union (EIJ) 
and is negotiating entry into the World 
Trade Organisation (WTOl. 

He higl^^ted the role of the private sec- 
tor and the Kingdom's current privatisation 
programme. 

Dr. Halaiqa explained that the Kingdom s 
products now reach 100 countries and that 
the volume of its exports is worth an annu- 
al $3 billion with only $20 million worth of 
Jordanian goods reaching the U.S. markets 
in exchange for the importation of S421 
million worth of American products annu- 
' ally. 

Mr. Tomson and his party also met w'itb 
the Chairman of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce Haidar Murad who outlined for- 
eign investments in Jordan. 

Mr. Murad mentioned obstacles blocking 
Jordan's trade with Palestine caused by the 
closure of the Palestinian territories as well 
as Israeli settlement programmes which, he 
said, trigger tension and violence which 
prevent links. 

He asserted that the United States as the 
main sponsor of the peace process is oblig- 
ed to force Israel to halt its present policies 
which, be said, are ruining chances for 
peace and stability in the Middle East. 

Also addressing the American visitors 
was Chairman of the Ammon Chamber 
of Industry Khaldoun Abu Hassan. who 
reviewed the performance of the industrial 
sector and its role in the Jordanian national 
economy. 

Mr. Abu Hassan affumed that Iraq is the 
main market for Jordanian products and 
that the embargo on that country was 
severely deleterious to the Jordanian econ- 
omy. 

Mr. Tomson st^d that the Wisconsin 
emiepreneurs believe they can help pro- 
mote tourism in Jordan. 



HRH PRINCESS RANIA DISTRIBUTES IN-KIND ASSISTANCE: Princess Rania 
A1 Abdullah on Saturday distributes in-kind assistance to indigent families in the 
Irbid and Jerash governorates on the occasion of Eid A1 Adba wMch falls on April 17 
tPetra photo) 
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What’s Going On 


OPEN DISCUSSION 

. * Open discussion with Arcltitectural Photographer Said Nuseibeh at Darat A1 Funun, 
Jabal Wefbdeh at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of frescoes of Jordanian mosaics and Fayum portraits!^ Dorothy Mango 
ai the Joidan Arts and Crafts Centre. Jabal Amman. Second Circle (‘Tbl. 6478S8), until 
May 15. 

* Display of products, for adults and children in celebration of Eid Al Adba. by Jor> 
dan Design and Trade Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation CNHF) at the NHF premis- 
.es, (^Wadi Saqra(Tel. 699141/2). untilApril 16. 

* Exhibition by the San Francisco-based Palestinian-American architectural photog- 
lapber Said Hisham Nuseibeh entitled ‘The Farthest Mosque," at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Wsibdeb, until May 8. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab artiSK. 

* Paintings by Vian Shamounlu at the Jordan Plastic Association, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until A^jril 25 iTeL 623297). 

* Paintings by Yassin Al Mohammadani at the Orient Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 

■681303/4),untiiApiiI28. . . 

* Paiiitings by Patricia Cbitelain at the French Cultural Centie, Jabal Weibdeh, until 

April 27. • 


Premier briefs Cabinet meeting 
on Kng’s talks in Washington 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Mqjali Saturday meets with Abdul Wahab DaraM'sheh, 
Arab member of the Israeli parliament (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Saturday chaired a 
regular Cabinet meeting and 
reported on the outcome of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to the United States as 
well as talks with Pi«ident 
Bill Clinton and senior U.S. 
administration officials. 

He said that talks covered 
negiona] developments and 
the peace process as welt as 
international issues of com- 
mon concern to the United 
States and Jordon. 

Acconhng to a Cabinet 
statement, the prime minis- 
ter also reported on King 
Hussein's meeting wi£ 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, Arab ambassadors 
to the United Nations and 
editors of various U.S. 
newspapers. 

The Cabinet named Jor- 
dan's delegation to next 
week's Mediterranean coun- 
tries meeting in Malta to 
discuss the peace process 
and named Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh to lead the 
delegation as well as anoth- 


er delegation to be headed 
by Minister of Labour Saleh 
IQiasawneh to participate in 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) confer- 
ence to be held in Geneva 
towards the end of May. 

The Cabinet formed 
another delegation from the 
Ministry of Transport to 
visit Israel in order to dis- 
cuss the construction of the 
joint airport in Aqaba as 
wrell as a second delegation 
from the Ministry of Youth 
to visit China for talks on 
bilarerai cooperation in 
youth affairs. 

Minister of Finance 
Sulriman Hafez also 
addressed the ministers 
regarding the Jaber border 
post on ^ Joidanian-Syrian 
border. 

Mr, Hafez inspected new 
fadlities there last week and 
detailed possible improve- 
ments which might better 
serve onavcUers and their 
vehicfes. 

The Citisinet approved a 
memorandum of under- 
standing as well as a draft 


agreement between Jordan 
and the U.N. for the estab- 
lishment of an academy in 
Jordan, 

A statement from the 
Prime Ministry' also 
affirmed that Dr. Majali 
received Abdul Wahab 
Darawsheh in his office Sat- 
urday to review the develop- 
ments in the occupied Pales- 


tinian territories. 

Mr. Darawsheh is a lead- 
ing Arab member of the 
Israeli parliamenL 

Dr. Majali reiterated Jor- 
dan's full support for the 
Paiestioians as well as the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

In a statement released 
subsequent to the meeting. 


N'lr. Darawsheh stated that 
the Arab membere of the 
Israeli parliament unani- 
mously oppose the Israeli 
government’s settlement 
plans. 

He demanded that the 
Israeli government commit 
itself to" the implementation 
of tile Israeii-Palesiiniun 
peace accords. 


Prime minister asserts ‘Dakamseh will receive fair trial’ 


By Rana Htisseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Min- 
ster Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday asserted chat 
Ahmad Musa Dakamseh. 
the Jordanian soldier who 
shot and killed seven 
Israeli school- girls last 
month, ivill receive a ftur 
trial. 

"If he is found guilty of 
committing this crime, be 
will be punished; and ijf be 
is innocent, he will be 
acquitted." Dr. Majali toid 
reporters during a press 


conference held at the 
Prime Ministry. 

Corporal Dakamseh was 
arrestki on March 13. 
shortly after spraying 
Israeli schoolgirls with 
gunfire from both his and 
another soldiers rifle, 
killing seven and injuring 
five, including a teacher. 

In his flr^ press confer- 
ence since resuming office, 
the prune minister stated 
that what happened in 
Baqoura "will not be the 
first or last mcident of its 
kind in Jordan or any other 
country, and there are 


precedents." 

Dr. Majali also told 
reporters that Cpl. Dakam- 
seb's case will be trans- 
ferred to the military court 
soon. 

Cpl. Dakamseh told a 
thr«-member military 
committee that he had not 
planned the attack and that 
further the.re were no 
accomplices to his action. 

In his confession, the sol- 
dier maintained that “he 
committed the shooting out 
of a sense of national duty 
and to protect his military 
honour and national digni- 


ty." alleging that the Israeli 
girls “h^ provoked him by 
their loud laughter at see- 
ing him peiforming his 
prayers." 

He further stated that one 
of the girls attempted to 
take his picture while he 
was praying. 

Cpl. Dakamseh’s 

Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Najdaw'i stated last week 
that a military panel was 
expected to conclude the 
charge list later this month 
and indicated that the trial 
of the soldier might start 
then. 


In an interview with the 
press lost week. Cpl. 
Dakamseh's mother plead- 
ed for a fair trial for her son 
and called on the govern- 
ment to ease a nioiuh-Iong 
blockade on their village in 
the Jordon Valley . 

The Dakamseh tri’re vent 
a cable to His Majesty King 
Hussein on Friday, pledg- 
ing their allegiance to the 
Hashemite leudership and 
expressing theu* absolute 
contldence in the military 
judicial system. 


NEWS 

IN 


Pan- Arab ophthalmology council to convene 
fourth international conference in Amman 


BRIEF 


Jamino receives 
Germans 

AMMAN (Petra) — Act- 
ing Speaker of tiie Lower 
House of Parliament 
Abdul Baqi Jammo Sat- 
urday received a Geiman 
parliamentarian delega- 
tion headed by Hans 
Wagner. Mr. J amm o told 
the delegation that Jor- 
dan appreci^es German 
support and that the 
Kingdom is exerting 
efforts to reach a com- 
prehensive. just and 
durable peace in the 
region for the next gen- 
erations. Mr. Wagner 
lauded Jordanian-Ger- 
man relations. The dele- 
gation also visited the 
National Centre for 
Human Resource Devel- 
opment and were briefed 
on programmes aimed at 
improving instruction at 
Jondoiiian uoiveraities. 

Police thwart 
smu^Iers 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
The Badia and Border 
Police Saturday thwarted 
a smuggling attempt of 
5,904 cartons of ciga- 
rettes. Head of the Badia 
and Border Police 
Department Taher Al 
Fawwaz maintained that 
the Badia police are 
increasing border patrols 
in order to foil such 
smuggling attempts. 

Two pilgrims die 
in Mecca 

MECCA (Petra) — Two 
Jordanian pilgrims were 
reported to have died 
here Saturday. Ahmad 
Abdullah Hamdan, from 
Jerash, died in a car acci- 
dent while Alia Moham- 
mad. from Iribid, died of 
a heart attack. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Pan-Arab Council of Ophthal- 
mology is bolding its fourth international conference 
from May 5 to 8 with nearly 800 participants from 61 
nations attending. 

Secretary of the Jordanian Ophthalmological Society 
(JOS) Dr. Jamil Nasser who is also head of the execu- 
tive committee preparing for the conference, told the 
Jordan Times that the meetings, to be held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman, will be one of the largest 
scientific events ever to be held in the Kingdom. 

The JOS is co-sponsoring the conference in con- 
junction with the Afro-Arab Ophthalmological Soci- 
ety. 

During the four-day meetings, nearly 200 reports 
covering eye treatment specialisations will be 
reviewed by the delegates. Dr. Nasser said. 


He added that 50 lecturers from western nations are 
slated to address the delegates. 

Conference to include workshops 

The conference, to be opened by HRH Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid, will include several workshops and practi- 
cal sessions on eye treatment involving leading oph- 
thalmologists. according to Dr. Nasser. 

At least 110 registered members of the JOS are 
expected to participate in the meetings, he maintained. 

The society is organising a major exhibition, auxil- 
iary to the conference, expected to be the largest yet in 
Jordan, displaying modem ophthalmological equip- 
ment. 


Arab League official meets 
with minister of foreign affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Assistant Arab League Secretary 
General for Palestinian Affairs Said Kamal Saturday 
conferred with Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh in Amman. 

The two discussed regional developments as well as 
the upcoming meeting between European and Arab 
countries in Malta later this month. 

They also covered the Arab League's role in unify- 
ing the Arab World’s stand in regards to Palestine and 
Is^li actions in the occupied territories. 

Also Saturday, Mr. Kama! met with Minister of 
State for Information Affairs Samir Muiawi and the 
two discussed relations between the Arab League and 


Jordan as well as Palestine in the light of develop- 
ments in Che occupied Arab territories. 

Arab League secretary 

reviews pan-Arab affairs 
Last week, Mr. Kamal met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and was received by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan to review pan-Arab affairs. 

Also discussed were cuireot difficulties in the way 
of the peace process as well as coordination among 
Arab countries in light of recent Israeli moves. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company require^iighh^W^^ 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. 

Sales Engineers — Contract Furniture 

• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 years 

related work experience. ^ 

• Excellent communication skills in both English and Arabic are mandatory 
- Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. 

Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines 
Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by April 20 1997 to 
(+966-1)479 2588 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manaqer (OA). ’p O Rnv 
382 Riyadh 11411 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. ■ • • x 
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Defiant Mobutu rejects Zaire rebel deadline 


KINSHASA iRl — Zaire’s 
ailing President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, looking in better 
health than on previous 
public outings, on Saturday 
defiantly rejected a rebel 
deadline for him to quit and 
said he had no plans to go 
into eule. 

But the veteran president, 
speaking during an ;^pear- 
ance with his new emer- 
gency rule prime minister, 
did not rule out direct talks 
with rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila — although he 
added that Kabila should 
ask him politely. 

‘If he asks me politely I 
cannot refuse to talk to a 
compatriot but <for him) to 
be in Coma (rebel head- 
quarters in east Zaire) and 
say [ give him three days, 
it's not my style or nature. 1 
cannot reply,” the veteran 
president told reponers. 

“This kind of joke will 
backfire... I am head of 
state.'* he said, commenting 
on the deadline. “My coun- 
try is Zaire and I don't 
know of anyone who has 
proposed my exile." he 
added. 

Kabila's rebels, who took 
up arms in October, control 
half of the sprawling and 
potentially rich Central 
African nation, including its 
economic heartland with its 


Clerics 
demand 
stoning of 
Ershad for 
adultery 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
— Twenty-three Islamic 
cbirics SatUfday demanded 
that former! President 
HiisSain Muhammad Ershad 
and his misoess be executed 
by public stoning for adul- 
ico’. 

"According to the Islamic 
way of life, a person has to 
be publicly stoned to death 
for committing adultery." the 
clerics said in a joint, state- 
ment published in Dhaka's 
newspapers. 

They said Ershad. 67. can't 
escape the punishment 
because ‘lie hiniself has 
admitted that he is having | 
love affairs with Zeenai i 
Mosharraf for the post 14 
years.” 

The statement was consid- 
ered important because some 
of the clerics control in^r- 
tont mosques in ihe capital. 
No one has officially 
received such a punishment, 
although clerics often have 
enforc^ their orders to flog 
women they consider viola- 
tors. 

Though Bangladesh civil 
code docs not recognize 
sharia, the Islamic religious 
lau'. the demand comes os 
another blow to Ershad's 
scandal-tainted political 
career. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press Ershad said 
Tliuisdny his love for his 
mistress will remain "undl 
die List moment of my life" 
but that he was ending his 
liaison "for the soke of the 
party and national politics." 

In a bid to queU a revolt 
that his Io\e ofiair caused 
inside his Jatiya Party. 
Ershad Friday removed Mrs. 
Mosharraf from the party's 
highest policy making body, 
the presidium, but kept her as 
the head of the party’s 
women's wing. 

Noziur Ralunan. a Jatiya 
spokesman, said Mrs. 
Mosharaf had left the presid- 
ium "to protect the organiza- 
tion's image." 

Talking to the AP. Ei7$had 
was in tears when he spoke 
about his mistress. “While 
she used to visit me in jail I 
once told her ‘if I die you 
must come to my grave with 
a red rose each morning,"' he 
said. Ershad, a former army 
general seized power in a 
bloodless militaty coup in 
1982 and ruled B^ladesh 
for eight years undl he was 
ousted by a pro-democracy 
movement. He was jailed in 
1990 for corruption and 
abusing his ofBce, but was 
elected to pa^ament twice 
while he was in prison. 


diamond, copper, cobalt and 
gold mines. 

Mobutu. 66, rejected calls 
from his one-time western 
allies to stand down. 

“1 am not a colony of the 
westerners... it's because of 
copper, cobalt, gold and 
diamonds that they are in 
the process of arming 
Kabila. lt*s not because they 
like Zaire" he said. 

Mobutu, who had prostate 
cancer surgery in Europe in 
August, said his opponents 
had talun advantage of his 
illness to liy to topple him. 

“All that has happened 
was because I was ill. I was 
on my sick bed when the 
affair started so I was 
stabbed in the back," be 
added. 

He dismissed suggestions 
that the rebels, who 
nired Zaire's second city of 
Lubumbashi in the south on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
were 300 kilometres from 
the capital Kinshasa. 

“You gobble everything 
that he (Kabila) says. He 
can say this evening that he 
is at Mobutu's gates and 
you will say he is already in 
front of Mobutu's gates.” he 
told journalists. 

Mobutu, who seized 
power in 1965. declared a 
nationwide state of emer- 
gency on Tuesday and 



Rebel soldiers on Saturday march out of the Lido barracks to patrol the rebel-held dty of Lubumbashi Zmrean 
rebels s^ Saturday President Mobutu Sese Seko had 24 hours to resign or go into exile before they renewed their 
milhaiy campai^ Rebels were just 300 Kilometres away from the capital Kinshasa, said radio Voice of the People 
broadcast from the eastern town of Goma, rebel headquarters (Reuters photo) 

named General LikuUa Tshisekedi, who had been in residence after talks with Mobutu in the key post of 
Bolongo as prime minister, the Job less than a week. Likulia, who has named a interior minister and 
shunting aside his veteran Mobutu was speaking at 28-member government responsible for national rec- 
oppositioD foe Etienne his Camp Tsha-Tshi official with a general close to onciliation. 


Muslims cancel religious celebrations in Rangoon 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Muslim community lead- 
ers in Rangoon are can- 
celling the ritual slaughter 
of livestock at an upcom- 
ing religious festivd, fol- 
lowing recent religious 
unrest in the city, 
informed sources said 
Saturday. 

Community leaders have 
also decided to reschedule 
the festival, known as 
Bakhri Eid, so it would 


not coincide with 
Buddhist celebrations for 
Burmese new year's day 
on April 17. It will now be 
held on April 19. 

The Muslim festivities 
are a potential source of 
resentment among the 
Buddhist community, 
which traditionally mar^ 
new year's day with a 
symbolic release of fish 
and birds, the sources said. 

The decision comes 


despite assurances from 
city authorities that cradi- 
tioQifi Muslim celebra- 
tions and communal feasts 
could go ahead, although 
with some restrictions, 
following anti-Muslim 
unrest last month around 
the country. when 
mosques and Muslim 
property were attacked by 
monks. 

The City News, an 
evening newssheet issued 


by the office of the city 
mayor, announced Friday 
that Muslims would be 
forbidden fiom slaughter- 
ing Livestock at their 
homes in Rangoon munic- 
ipality and displaying it in 
the streets. 

It designated a village 
outside the city where they 
could purchase livestock 
for the festival. Culling 
could only be done at a 
government slaughter- 


house which would be 
open for the occasion, the 
city news said. 

It was believed that 
Muslim leaders are stop- 
ping traditional celebra- 
tions as a form of protest 
about the attacks in March 
on mosques and Muslim 
property, which began in 
Mandalay and tben spread 
to other cities and towns. 


Computer problem 
will cost Britain 
$50 billion to fix 


LONDON (AP) — Reprogramming computers in 
Britain to stop them fouling up on dates after year 2000 
will cost an estimated £31 billion ($50 billion), says the 
head of the government body set up to tackle the prob- 
lem. 

The Financial limes on Friday said the figure by Robin 
Guenier, head of Taskforce 2000. is the first time the 
' work has been officially priced. It said Guenier 's figure 
is about three times higher than most of the "guessti- 
mates” by business consultants and computing services 
companies up to now. 

The psqier quoted Guenier as saying in an interview at 
which he produced the figure that his calculation is the 
first attempt to put a sensible figure on ±e cost of over- 
hauling billions of lines of computer code in Britain. 

The problem arises all over the world wherever older 
computers are in use because many only recognise years 
by their last two digits. They record 1^7, for example, 
as 97. 

This means that until they are reprogrammed, they reg- 
ister year 2000 as 1900. because the last two digits of 
both ore 00. then count forward registering 2001 as 1901 
and so on. 

The Financial Times said the effects are already being 
seen in inaccurate sell-by dates on some foodstuffs in 
supermarkets and on financial documents. 

It quoted Guenier as sa>ing he based his figure on esti- 
mates of the proportion of Britain's 4 million companies 
likely to be affected and the known number of staff 
engaged exclusively on the problem. 

It quoted him as saying British companies estimate 
the>' will need to assign a total of 300.(X)0 staff to tackle 
the problem. That is roughly the same as the number of 
full-time computer professionals in the entire country. 


Nude not rude — naked Australians 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Australian nudists fighting 
local plans to stop nude 
bathiug gathered at an east- 
coast beach Saturday for a 
protest which police said 
was outnumbered by 

onlookers. 

Pblice in Byron Bay. a 
haven for movie stars, 
socialites and hippies, told 
Reuters about 200 people 
had joined a “nude-in" to 
protest a local council 
crackdown on naked beach- 
goers. “There’s a lot of 
onlookers,” Senior- 
Sergeant Beverley Blanch 
said by telephone, adding 


there were more watchers 
than protesters. 

The Byron Hands Off 
Nudism ConuniQee organ- 
ised the “Nude Ain’t Rude 
Rally” to protest recent 
efforts by local authorities 
to stiunp out nudism on 
beaches around the resort 
town, more than 600 kilo- 
metres north of Sydney. 

The demonstration, whicb 
organisers said was focused 
on famili es and fiin, includ- 
ed nude surfing, a nude reg- 
gae band and a nude come- 
dy routine. 

Spokesman Dean Jefferys 
said the committee asked 


local celebrities, who 
include actor Paul Hogan, 
star of the movie “Crocodile 
Dundee.” m join the protest 

It was not clear if other 
local stars took part bat 
Hogan, who has a luxury 
home at Possum Creek. 20 
kilometres west of Byron 
Bay, was reportedly out of 
the country. 

Blanch said tiie protest 
was peaceful and there had 
been no official complaints 
to police, which are needed 
before charges can be laid 
over offensive conduct. 

“We are just playing it by 
ear," she said. 


British soil expert stops Pisa Tower 
from leaning further — report 


LONDON (AP) — Pisa's 
famous leaning tower has 
been saved from toppling fur- 
ther a British soD expert 
who advised authorities to 
place large amounts of lead on 
one side of its base, the Tunes 
of London reported. 

■’We ore euphoric. .The 
tower has stopped its tilt This 
is the greatest success in seven 
centuries." Saturday editions 
of the Tunes quoted John 
Burland as saying. 

Burland, professor of soil 
mechanics at Imperial 
College, London, said autiior- 
ities did not aim to straighten 


the tower, a major attraction in 
the northern Italian city of 
Pisa, but halt its inclin^on, 
“Otherwise there would be no 
leaning tower." 

The Tunes said Burland was 
called in four years ago after 
Italian authorities calculated 
that the tower, by then some 
five meters out of perpendicu- 
lar. could topple by the year 
2050. 

On his advice. 9(X) tonnes of 
lead was Irid on the ground 
around its high side, the Tunes 
said. 

The Italian government has 
invested millions of dollars 


and canvassed widely for 
advice to secure the circular 
Marble Bell Towei; which was 
dosed in 1991 for safety rear 
sons. Chy authorities hope it 
can be reopened by 2000. 

Begun in 1174, the 54- 
metre, 15.(XK)-tonne tower 
was completed 186 years 
later. The ground beneath the 
structure started sinking after 
the first three of its ej^t sto- 
ries were finished. The tower 
has walls 3.9 metres thick at 
its base and about 1.8 m^ 
thick at tbe top. The structure 
has tipped about 30 centime- 
tres during the past 100 years. 


Gay television star and her character come out of the closet 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
popular U.S. television 
comedy star has come out 
of the closet, and soon her 
fictional character will too. 

“Yep, I*m gay," said 
Ellen Degeneres. 39, on 
the cover of Time maga- 
zine, which devoted eight 
pages to Degeneres and her 
television sitcom “Ellen.” 

Id an April 30 episode. 
Ellen Morgan, her charac- 
ter who works in a book- 
store and has' never had 
good luck with men. will 
reveal that she is a lesbian. 
Gay groups are planning to 
watch the show together, 
while ChBstian 

Conservatives are dis- 
pleased and ABC is keep- 
ing a low profile. 

Ellen’s character has 
always had a sort of 


ambiguous sexuality, so 
much so that the San 
Frandsco Examiner para- 
phrased Oscar Wilde in 
dubbing the show “The 
Sitcom chat Dare not Speak 
its Name." 

Leaks that Ellen Might 
Come Out began last 
September, and the step 
was not taken Lightly. 

The controversy is a sign 
of how much television has 
changed since Just the 
word “pregnant” was con- 
sidered too shocking. In 
1968. for example, there 
was a controversy because 
of a first interracial kiss on 
“Star Trek." 

ABC announced last 
month that j^en Morgan 
had big news. 

“This has been the most 
freeing experience, 


because people can't hurt 
me anymore." Degeneres 
told Time magazine. 

For the occasion, tbe 
actress has received sup- 
port from Laura Dem, who 
plays her long-time flame, 
rocker K.D. Lang and talk 
show queen Oprah 
Winfrey. 

“No one could have con- 
ceived this as a possibility 
two or three years ago,” 
Ann Northrop of the gay 
organiziuion act up New 
York said in a show on tbe 
cable network gay USA. 

In doing this, ABC is tak- 
ing a calculate risk: Tbe 
series has fallw from fifUi 
to 36di place in the last 
three seasons and ABC has 
not decided whether to 
renew it for die 1997-1998 
season. 


The risky outing show is 
scheduled to coincide with 
sweeps season, when tele- 
vision shows are rated for 
advertisers. 

Conservative Christians 
have been acerbic, with 
reverend Jerry Falwell. 
head of the moral majority, 
nicknaming the star. “Ellen 
degenerate.” 

“The message that homo- 
sexual sex is an acceptable 
alternative ... is a sin," 
another religious official 
said. 

The opposition to open 
lesbianism on “Ellen” has 
been the strongest in the 
southeastern United States, 
the aptly named Bible BelL 
ABC's affiliate in 
Birmingham. Alabama is 
refusing to broadcast the 
April 30 show. 


Falwell has called for a 
boycott of ABC but thus 
far the • network has seen 
only two defections. 

ABC. and the 
Touchstone production 
company making the show, 
are both owned by Disney. 
The conservative firm has 
been careful not to trans- 
form “Ellen" into a homo- 
sexual series and has 
refused to advertise iL 

But Northrop, whose 
group is organizing a party 
for the show, is calling it a 
huge step forward: “If you 
had said to any gay person 
that there would be an ‘out* 
gay character leading a 
prime-time sitcom, every- 
one would have looked at 
you like you had three 
beads." 


2 killed in Kashmir border shelling 

SRINAGAR, India (AFP)- TftO Indians, including 
Skilled and eight injured Saturday as toairf 
trooDS iiuded fire on the disputed tohmir border fw the tfaini 
d^n a row. defence officials said. Defenre spok^^ & 
Prbshotam said Pakistani troops rest^io fr 

ing and shelling’’ on fedian posiDons m tlw Kaigd 

^ has been going on since April 9 

Iv taraeting the civilian population, he said. Unconfim^ . 

said duee civilians and an soldw 
d ifd in the incident in mountainous Kaigil, -50 kutKnenes 
south of this summer capital. 

Brewery making beer witii marijuana cousin 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — An upstart brewery is making the 
U S. beer to cornbine beer w-ith a marijuana-related plant 

Hempen Ale will be made partly with Chinese-imported 

heiiro seeds to give the new ‘’kind of a cr»i^ head, and 

land of an heibal floral smell.” said Maijorie McCHnms, pres- 
ident of Frederick Brewing Company near Washington. Ifs 
bard to describe It has kind of a nuiiy taste. It tastes like w 
with a twist." she added. Hemp is a cannabis plaat tela^ to 
marijuana. But sterilised hemp seeds lack the chemi^ that 
gives marijuana users their ‘Tiigh.” Neverfhel^s, ure of hemp 
seeds in tbe new beer is drawing opposiriem fiom dnig-itoure 
activists, even if the U.S. government has approved trw 
can't believe these pet^le,” said Marilyn MacEtou^. of the 
California group called drug use is life abuse. “Make pump- 
kin beer. Make raspberry beer Bui hemp? It sends the wrong 
to kids," she said. 

Pdice recover stolen Ford prototype car 

DETROIT (R) — An experimental Ford Taurus that police 
Agtimai'^ was woitii $250,000 went for an unexpected test 
drive tlus week when the vehicle was caijacted. Althou ^ ^ 
photographers routinely stalk prototype vehicles in the Defioit 
area, it was believed to be one of the first times an exp^ 
mental car was actually stolen at gunpoint in the motor city 
The incident began Wednesday evening ^ the being dri- 
ven by a Ford engineer, was parked outside a video store on 
the east side of DetroiL Police said the 1997 Taurus locd^ 
like a normal version of the sedan from the outside, but inside 
it was filled with $60,000 worth of coinputer equipment u^ 
for TTi p-ayirring mileage of an experimental engine. Police , 
s.- iid two teens drove the car to a nearly apartmenL Acting on 
a tip, officers found tbe teens and recovered much of tbe 
puter equipment, which bad been removed fiom die vehicle 
and scattered around the building. 

Charles and Diana ^j&iends aga in * 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain's Prince Charles and his ex-wife 
Diana. Kneess of Wales, have become close friends again 
and aides are discussing when to stage their first ptdilic 
engagement to^tber for two years, it was reported Sanuday. 
The Sun newspaper claimed Diana regularly calls Charles for 
advice and dieir once icy reiationstup has thawed to allow 
ular nwtfirings at Diana’s residence at Kensington Palace in 
l.ondon. The paper said Charles’ mistress Camilla Paricer- 
Bowles has no objections to a public meeting between the 
twa “Diana has turned to Charles for advice and comfort,” the 
Sun quoted a royal source as saying. “And he has re^ionded 
because be feels some sympathy for her position following the 
divorce. “Both are making a r^ efftxt to genuinely ^ on. 
And it doesn't seem to be difficult” The source said tbe 
queen's golden wedding celebrations in November were 
bring considered for Charles' and Diana’s first public engage - 1 
meat together. 

Journalists ple^e to end cash-for-news 

SHANGHAI (R) — Shanghai journalists have pledged to 
stop taldng money in return for writing news stories to ordet 
the offidal Wen Hui Bao newspaper reported on Siuurday. 
Tbe newspaper said the ci^'s Propaganda Department on 
Friday ho^ a meeting of journalists to encourage a sense of 
morality in the news inck^try and to publicise journalism 
' guideli^ announced tbe centra] government in January. 
The newspaper said in a commentary that while there 
been big inqirovements in “building morality” amongst jour- 
nalists, the practice of paid journalism had not been wiped ouL 
“This corn^pts the ranks of journalists, damages tbe reputation 
of journalism and has a bad influence on society,” it sa i d . 

Love couple battered to death in India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A young ccxiple who elqied from an 
Indian village were battered to death by the girl's family fbr 
hringing “disrepute" upon them, tbe Hindustan Tunes report- 
ed Satorday. Vijender Sin^ 19, and his girlfriend. Mune^ 
bl^ to de^ at Simbhaoii vill^ near here last week after 
bring at t a cke d by the latter’s fa^y mtb iron rods, wooden 
clubs, knives and strides. Tbe bodies were then flung ou t s ide- 
the girl's home, the Tunes said. The police arrested tbe gid's 
fsthec. two brothers and an uncle on charges of murder and 
were look^ fw a fifth altacken Love inaniages ate virtually 
outlawed in Indian villages, where weddings are arranged by 
parfflis. Even the dead girl’s sister leftised to Hanmiry^ her 
twin's muiden 

Female entrepreneur of the year is a man 

CC3LOMBO (R) — A Sri r .anifgn who won an award for 

being best female entrepreneur was arrested this week 

for being a man, police said Saturday. The man, identi- 
fied as 36-year-old Sattambige Siiyaratne, bad posed as 
a woman for about three years, teceiv^ bank loans 
am^nting to 33 million rupees ($500,000) and ran a sac- 
cessiul busmess exporting prawns, police said. “He had 
posed as a wealthy woman, well connected to some lead- 
mg government personalities,” said Moharaed Nizam, 
j^uty general of the poUce crimes branch. 

T^t and his forced female charm are probably wbat 
^de him a successful businesswoman," Nizam told 
Reuters. 

Teachers go back to school, to study 

BEIJ ING (AP) — Milhons of China’s school teachers have 
been told to gp back to school to meet formal qualifications 
for to jobs, an offiaal report said Saturday. Only 55 per cent 
of ihi^aiiOT s high school teachers have met standante set by 
edut^OT commission, tbe newspaper China DailJ 
reported. It s^d W per cent of primary school teachers and 70 

teachers met requirements. 
Oum has 9 imlhon school teacheis. Many have been teach- 
in^ ye^ witor adequate formal training because of a 

*966-76 cultural re?Sn. 
tins aU teacheis from the Idndeiganen level 
^ ^ ^ qualification exaiSons before 

^ to work, tbe report said. A notice issued by 

^1 ^ avowed stiS 

for one to two y^^ 
programme. WbiJdng and Uving rondi- 
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h in India 



KORUBO INDIANS: Sydney Possaeio (left), Brazil's top Indian expert and former president of the National 
Indian Foun^tion (FUNAIj. makes friendly contact with a group of Kombo Indians in the Javari VallQ'. near 
b orter with Pern in the Amazonian jungle. Last October, a team led by Possuelo made the **^vhite man's” 
first friendly contact with the isolated Konibo tribe, some 200 to 300 in number. Thej* have regarded all new- 
comers ^ enemies, meeting them with poisonous darts and clubs. Nearly 20.5 million acres of jungle in the 
Javari Valley will be turned into the nation's second-largest resen'e (Reuters photo) 


Britain denies links 
with Sri Lankan 
Tiger separatists 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Biitain, which brokered a 
landmark peace deal in its 
former colony Sri Lanka, 
denied Saturday links with 
the island's separatist Tamil 
Tizer guerrillas. 

• the British High 
Commission (embas.sy) 
here said in a statement the 
minister who brokered the 
deal had no contacts with 
the rebel Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
which mainisdns an office 
in London. 

Deputy Foreisn Secretary 


the island's long-running 
separatist war set the stage 
for fresh peace talks with 
the Tigers. 

“1 am glad that we have 
been able to play a part in 
bringing about this agree- 
ment." Fox said shortly 
after the April 2 deal. “I 
hope very much that it will 
prove to* be a significant 
step tow'ards an eventual 
resolution of the Sri Lankan 
conflict." 

Although the LTTE has 
yet to respond publicly to 
the deal political analysts 


^iam ^ox.conjTjied his ini-. ^.her^ believe British author- , 
native 'to iiis^sions with ''‘ ities 'have been talldng to ‘ 

Sri tiknkkQ' Presid^tit " 'the Ti^ii behind the scehess 

Cbandiika Kumaratunga to ge.t tliem to the negotiot- 


ilnd her arch-rival krld^ 
opposition leader Ranil 
Ulckremesinghe. the high 
conunissioD said. 

“The British High 
Commission Is concerned 
by the speculative nature of 
some of the comments in 
the Sri Lankan and the 
Indian press alleging links 
between the Brit ish go vem- 
ment and the LTTE," the 
.statement said. 

Political sources said that 
the agreement between the 
two Sri Lankan leaders to 
adopt a common .stand on 


ing table. 

Wi±out such an agree- 
ment ±e British deal would 
be pointless, an analyst 
said. 

The Sri I jTikan press has 
dubbed Fox as the Tigers' 
latest vict im, and said that 
the LTTE had found a sav- 
iour when they were mili- 
tarily cornered by Sri 
Lankan secu rity forces. 

The LTTE’s '‘internation- 
al secretariat" in London 
issues daily press releases 
on developments in Sri 
Lanka. 


Residents flee homes in 
quake-hit China town 


BEULN’G (R) — A north- 
western Chinese town, 
struck by a powerful earth- 
quake and a series of after- 
shocks Friday, has been 
turned into a tent cit>' as 
frightened residents fled 
homes and offices, officials 
said. 

The quake measuring 6.6 
on the Richter Scale lulled 
nine people and injured 60 
in Jiasiu in northwest 
China's Xinjiang region, 
officials said Saturday. 

Rescue efforts in the town 
of about 270,000 people 
were being directed from 
makeshifr offices, they said. 

“We are working from a 
tent," said a local official, 
speaking from a' hastily- 
installed telephone. 

“We have been working 
through the night to main- 
tain security and ensure res- 
cue operations." he said. 

Other residents said the 
numerous aftershocks had 
flanened most older 
dwellings and had damaged 
many newer, multi-storey 
buildings. 

Army and paramilitary 
units w'ere helping with res- 
cue efforts and President 
Jiang Zemin asked local 
government leaders for u 
report on the disaster. 

The quake was the latest 
in a series of tremors that 


have jolted the mainly 
Muslim region near China's 
borders with its Central 
.Asian neighbours. 

.At !ea.st 23 people were 
injured and thousands of 
buildings damaged in Jioshi 
by two large earthquakes 
last Sunday. No deaths were 
reported. 

Jiashi county Lies at the 
meeting of the Pamir-Lake 
Baikal Seismological Belt 
and the seismological belt 
of the Himalayas, making it 
an area vulnerable to fre- 
quent tremors, seismologi- 
cal officials said. 

More than 4.000 tremors 
have jolted the northwest- 
ern region since January', 
and many of Jiashi ‘s resi- 
dents bad been in tents for 
some time. 

'The ground just hasn't 
stopped shaking." said a 
resident. 

Further earthquakes with 
a magnitude of more than 
six on the Richter Scale 
were forecast, the official 
Xinhua news agency quot- 
ed seismological officials 
as saying. 

In 1961. three earth- 
quakes measuring more 
than six on the Richter 
Scale jolted Jiashi. and 
aftershocks continued for 
20 months, a .seismological 
official said. 


Prodi’s government wins vote 
of confidence in parliament 


ROME (AFP) — Italy's 
11 -month government 
won a vote of confidence 
in parliament's lower 
house Saturday, reaffirm- 
ing its right to rule afrer a 
brief defection by its coali- 
tion parmers. 

The refounded 

Communist Party returned 
to back Prime Mirusier 
Romano Prodi’s party b 

the vote. The left-wing 
government won by 321 
votes to 266, with one 
abstention. 

The motion was called 
after the 35-.seai refounded 
Communist Party had 
abandoned Prudi on the 
deployment of Itali:ui sol- 
diers to Albania in the 
6,000-sirong muliioational 
force during a parliamen- 
tary vote Wednesday. 

Prodi's minority govern- 
ment was forced to v^oo 
parliamentary suppon 
irom the right-wing oppo- 
sition headed by former 
Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. 


Before the vote, the 
prime minister thanked 
Berlusconi, “for having 
permitted the departure o7 
the Italian mission to 
.Albania," and suggested 
the creation of a poriia- 
meniary commission to 
oversee the force's mi.s- 
sion. 

The government-domi- 
nated senate had given iis 
hacking to Prodi 
Thursday. 

However. Prodi's 
renewed majority ma\ be 
short-lived as the govern- 
ment faces hard times over 
upcoming refonns of the 
social security system, 
demanded by the centrist 
wing of the coalition and 
denounced by the 
reformed Communist 
Part). 

The Italian premier 
warned the Communists 
that the government could 
not allow itself "more 
splits." and. in a speech to 
the senate, he warned he 
would not "covem at an\ 


price. 

Prodi said Italy would 
not tolerate another gov- 
emmem crisis while they 
push through reforms to 
meet criteria to panicipate 
in the first wa^c of the 
Ecs'ns'^mic and Monetary 
Union t EMC 1 . 

“We have taken the bi- 
partite road and it i> diffi- 
cult." he said Saturday, 
stressing the need for a 
"strong majority." 

He repealed his convic- 
tion of the need to reform 
the web'are suite "immedi- 
ately." though he remind- 
ed ihe Communist Party. 
■’•Ae ai.^o are concerned 
about the difnculiies fac- 
ing the pix>r.'* 

This programme is 
extremely delicate for the 
government. Pnxli plans 
to reduce the national debt 
through reforms of the 
social secunty system, 
pamculorly pensions, tt' 
meet requirements for the 
single currency. 

However, the head of the 


refounded Communist 
Party. Fausio Beninotti. 
has warned that "if the 
goNemmeiii plans cuts in 
the pension and health sys- 
tems. they \\ ill have a 
niajorily crisis on their 
hands." 

Even having won back 
its majority, the Italian 
government finds itself 
c.iught between iwo 
opposing sides — the 
Communists who claim ii> 
defend wiwkcTs' nghis and 
the nghis of the pinw. and 
ihc iTentrist wing who 
dem.md widespread 
reforms ol the sivial secu- 
rity system. 

Nlassnno d'.AIema. sec- 
retary general of the 
Democratic Party the 
left, the biggest party in 
Ihe gi'seriiing coalition, 
did not mince words over 
the Conmuinists' stance. 
Their attitude over 
.Albania is "inadniissihle." 
he said. 


Police ban 
gatherings in 
Central Java 


JAKARTA (R) — Police 
have banned mass gatherings 
in four towns in Indonesia's 
Central Java province after a 
series of clashes between sup- 
porters of rival political par- 
ties. the official Antara news 
agency reported Saturday. 

The news agency quoted a 
senior police officer os .saying 
no gatherings would be 
allowed in ihe four towns 
ahead of the start of the cam- 
paign for May 29 general 
elections. “] have already 
instructed all police chiefs in 
Temonggung, Wonosobo. 
Kebumen and Magelang 
towns not to issue permits for 
such activities," Colonel Apii 
Endang Rusian^ was quoted 
as saying by Antara. 

Antara gave no further 
details. The official campaign 
will start on April 27. 

At least ihr^ govemmem 
offices. 1 1 vehicles and 
dozens of homes were dam- 
aged and 14 people were 
injured in Wonosobo in cla.<ih- 
es between supporters of the 
Muslim-based United 
Development Party tPPP) 
and the ruling Golkar Party 
^^^^dnesday, newsp:q)eis said. 


New York versus U.N. parking war escalates 
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NEW YORK iR) — A bat- 
tle is raging, neiffier side is 
taking any prisoners, a 
concerned United Nations 
may debate the matter and 
peace is nowhere at hand. 

But it's not civil war in 
Africa or strife in the 
Middle East stirring up the 
diplomatic world this 
time. Instead, the city of 
New York and the United 
Nations are waging war 
over the issue of diplomat- 
ic paridng. 

U.N. diplomats claim 
they are being ticketed and 
terrorised by^over-zealous 
authorities and threaten to 
the matter to the lofty 
heights of a General 
Assembly debate. 

Mayor Rudolph Cjiuliani 
says diplomats park ille- 
gaijy and refuse to pay 
milUons of dollars in out- 
standing tickets under the 
cloak of diplomatic immu- 
nity. Firing a shot heard 
around the world, the 
mayor has invited the U.N. 
to leave town. 

Never have relations 
gotten quite this bad. Just 
ask those who sat in 
Giuliani's seat before him. 


"The U.N. is its usual 
arrogant self, but they’re 
up against someone equal- 
ly is arrogant," former 
mayor Ed Koch said, 
adding, “in each of them, 
you see the worst of an 
institution and the worst of 
a human being." 

Koch, who said he sides 
with Giuliani on the issue, 
earned himself interna- 
tional renowTi in 1975 by 
calling the U.N. “a 
cesspool" for its resolution 
equating Zionism and 
racism. 

Former Mayor David 
Dinkins, who recently 
ruled out a run to regain 
his old job in city hall, 
sounded troubled over the 
testy state of affairs. 

"To suggest almost that 
we don'fcare if the United 
Nations leaves New York 
is a grievous error,” he 
said. 

As relations deteriorated 
this past week, a U-N. 
comminee voted to mm 
±e parking issue over to 
the 185-nation General 
Assembly for debate. 

Adding insult to injury, a 
Russian diplomat com- 


plmned that even as that 
vote was taken, a Russian 
mission bus with passen- 
gers was being towed. 
Police said it was double- 
p^ed and passengers 
climbed on boanl only to 
obstruct the towing. An 
hour of negotiations ended 
with the bus' release. 

The mayor shows no 
signs of backing down. 
Asked by a reporter on 
Friday if he vh'anted to be 
remembered as the mayor 
who chased the U.N. out 
of town, he replied, *T 
wouldn't mind." 

"If the United Nations 
thinks ... they can push us 
around and let a countrv’ 
like the Russian 
Federation get 30.000 
tickets in one year and 
we're going to sit back and 
let them threaten us. 
they've got another thing 
coming," he declared. 

The heightened tensions 
can be traced to a scuffle 
last December between 
police and envoys from 
Russia and Belarus. Each 
side said the xaher threw 
the first punch, and the 
mavor demanded both 


diplomats be sent packing. 

In an effon at a brokered 
peace. the State 
Department and the cit>' 
reached a deal, effective 
last week, under which 
diplomats with outstand- 
ing fines would lose their 
special licence plates. But 
the U.N.'s legal counsel 
found it violated the law 
on diplomatic immunity’. 

"Diplomatic immunity is 
like virginity, either you 
have it or you have not," 
said Jose Eduardo Martins 
Felicio of Brazil when the 
law took effect. "I have 
not seen a half-virgin." 

In WashingtonT State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums called on 
Friday for “cooler heads" 
to prevail in New York. 

“World peace is not at 
stake on the issue of park- 
ing tickets." he said. 

The State Department 
was considering another 
plan to deny a foreign mis- 
sion a new licence plate if 
one of its diplomats was a 
repeat offender with sig- 
nificant unpaid fines, he 
said. 

City officials suggest 


New York might back off 
its end of the current deal, 
which included adding 
110 parking spaces for 
diplomats. But Deputy 
Mayor Randy Mastro con- 
ceded that the cose is one 
of "petty griping." and 
some diplomats are urging 
the U.N. not to trouble 
itself with debating who 
should be putting coins 
into parking meters. 

Dinkins, now a college 
professor, suggested that 
all sides sit down and 
negotiate. "reo.sonabIe 
people of goodwill can 
effect resolutions to things 
that at flrsi appear to be 
knoctv' problems." he said. 

Koch, now a radio per- 
sonality. suggested the 
amount of unpaid tickets 
be deducted from U-S- aid 
to the offending countries. 
And. he said, a change in 
attitude toward the U.N. 
wouldn't hurt. 

“I threatened them ail 
the time.’* he recalled, "but 
I had a better sertse of 
humour, so they liked 
me.” 


Slow-motion flood disaster 
looms for northern U.S. plains 


FARGO. N.D. tRi 
Rcod-wcarx' residents of 
the northern plains heard 
the bad new s on Friday that 
high water could persist for 
weeks as the slow-motion 
disaster put a strain on tem- 
porary flood barriers and on 
emotions. 

“We're looking at a slow 
continuous melC" Capt. Pat 
Richards of North Dakota's 
Emergency Management 
Division stud. “We've been 
warning people that a lot of 
resen'oirs will have to put 
out water, su those river lev- 
els u*!!! likely stay up for 
quite some time." * 

“Tlfere's so much water 
that still lies south of Forgo 
the river will probably be in 
flood stage at least two to 
three weeks.” geologist 
Donald Schwen said. 

Mce President .A1 Gore 
arrived for a quick tour of 
the three-state flood region, 
stopping in watenown, 
South Dakota, where he 
commiserated with flood 


victims. 

E\en where flo»>deJ rivers 
have receded in ucsicm 
Minnesota, returning resi- 
dents were confronted with 
jagged iee filling their 
homes and freezing their 
cars in place. Farmers freed 
livestock trapped as Mater 
froze around their legs. 

The week of fioiiding 
peaked ut an historic level 
in Fargo. M-here National 
Guard troops patrolled a 
makeshifr dike of earth and 
sandbags holding back the 
cresting Red River. 

"We've won the buttle so 
far but we need to. continue 
our efforts;” Fargo Mayor 
Bruce Furness said. "Now 
the problem becomes one of 
follow-up and making sure 
those dikes hold. We are not 
out of the woods by any 
means. It may take id to 14 
days before w-e really feel 
safe." 

Last weekend's storm that 
brought rain, ice and a 
heavv coatinc of snow has- 


tened the flood Jivisler. 
whieh had been iiniicipaled 
after the region reeeived 
double its normal snowfall 
over the winter. Thousands 
of people have been driven 
from their homes. 

.An offer of free foixl and 
beer to those willing to lay 
.sandbags around the Wild 
Rice Bar brought so many 
volunteers ih.i( the tavern 
cancelled the appeal within 
15 minutes. 

Nearly a dozen people 
huve died in accidents 
niiribuied to snow storm and 
flooding. A l7-year-oid- 
becamc the luiest death 
attributed to the flood when 
he and a friend dnwe their, 
cor around a barricade and 
slipped into a washed-out 
culvert. 

Elsewhere. tornadoes 
touched down in northwest 
Texas on Thursday night, 
killing one man in the 
White River area and 
wrecking several homes in 
Lubbock. 


T\irin shroud saved by 
‘miracle’ in blaze drama 


TL'RIN, Italy tR) — The Turin shroud, one of Roman 
Catholicism's most rex'ered relics, was spared by a "miracle” 
SatunJuy when a devastating fire swept pan of the 15th centu- 
ly northern Italian cathedral where it was kept. 

Flames destroyed the chapel housing the mv sterious shroud, 
but firemen, defr'ing suffocating heat spirited the treasured 
piece of doth to .safety afrer one of them smashed through iLs 
buUet-pnx>f glass securin' shield w ith a sledge hammer. ' 

No one was injured in u battle lasting almost seven hours to 
bring the flumes under cMttrol. 

"It'.s intacL it's a miracle.” Cuniinul Giovanni Suldurini said 
afrer jubilant firemen carried out a .silver box containing the 
shroud, a piece of doth imprinted with the image of u man's 
body that many faithfril believe to be the figure of Christ afrer 
his crudfixion. 

The fire also caused considerable damage to sections of an 
adjacent royal palace, now' a museum, where hours earlier 
United Nations Secretory General Kofi .Annan had attended a 
banquet in his honour. 

D^iy Prime Minister Walter Vclironi .said initial informa- 
tion suggested the fire was not started deliberately and he 
pledged government nKHiey to help repair the desiniction. 

“ITiis w'as a cultural heritage that belonged to all humanity." 
Veltroni said. "We still hav^ to understand what happened, 
what started this fury. Infcvmation I have seems to exclude 
arson," he added. 

Security guards reponed seeing flames shortlv' before mid- 
night Friday coming from the buck of the cathedral, in the 
Guarini chapel, which was under restoration and clad with 
scaffolding. 

A huge crowd gathered outside the Renaissance Cathedral in 
the heart of this prosperous dt>'. to watch the dramatic blaze, 
which lit up the night sky as flaimes surged through the part of 
the roof and starred to attack the adjoining palace. 

“I have suffered a night of tragedy." Turin Mayor Valentino 
Castelloni told reporters. “This is an e\em which w'ill be indeli- 
bly marked in the city's history.” 

Many people wept openly as they watched the blaze take 
hold, but a cheer went up when news spread that the preciou.s 
shroud had been salv'agcd. 


Cyberpunk 

terrorises 

Canadian 

family 

EMER^A'lLLE. Ontario iRi 
— .A cybcr-praiiksier whi' 
calls himself "Somm\‘* has 
been icmdsing a Canadian 
I'amilv by cutting into tele- 
phone eunveTNuUiins. turning 
their lights on and oil' and 
changing channels on their 
television. "It's been a living 
hell." said Debhic Tamui. who 
lives with her husband and son 
in e.^slem Ontario. "No one 
culls us un\ miire.'' she told (he 
Toromo Sun. The family 
reported the case in January, 
but SL' Var. police and the Bell 
Canada Telephone Company 
are stumped. Changing the 
family's plione number and 
cable lines have failed to .stop 
the electn.'inic invasion. “>Ve 
don't know exactly whai's 
happening here. We Ain't 
know if it's someone wiiii a lot 
of iechnic:il expertise or Ju.s( 
sonKvne hai ing a j<ike." said 
Bell Canada .spi.kc.sman John 
Peck. Snmmy has called 
police, taunting them over 
their failure to foil him. "He'.s 
been taunting officers using an 
electronic dexice ki disgui.se 
his voice." a s'poke&miin said. 
'■.Actually, we don’t even 
know if it's a man or a xv<.>man 
who's doing this." 


jip*' 
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Agony of the road 

THE FACT that traffic accidents increased by 16j6 
per cent in 1996 over 1995 suggests that something 
is terribly wrong not only with the way we drive cars 
but also with the way our authorities are dealing 
with what is a real crisis. The police’s TVafBc 
Department has just released the road accident sta- 
tistics last year, which paints a gloomy picture of 
traffic conditions in the country. Over and above the 
whopping 16.6 per cent increase in traffic-related 
incidents, the rise in casualties was even worse, a 
17.7 per cent Jump over the previous yean In actual 
numbers. 552 lost , tiieir lives and 15,375 were 
injured on our streets and highways last year com- 
pared with 469 dead and 13,184 others iiyured in 
1995. Car registration in 1995 stood at 321,373 and 
342337 in 1996. 

These figures show that the accelerated rate of 
traffic accidents, injuries and fatalities cannot be 
explained only by the increase in the number of 
vehicles on our roads. There are obviously other fac- 
tors that have not been dealt with in an effective 
manner despite repeated warnings from several 
agencies and the public at large. The authorities put 
the blame on street capacities. In addition they cite 
the continued lack of protection to pedestrians who 
sustained the highest number of casualties; 239 
killed, 197 of whom were children. Road accidents, 
according to the IVaCGc Department, took a heavy 
toll on children in particular due to lack of parks 
and playgrounds, which forces these kids to play in 
and roam the streets. 

While we do share the view that lack of parks and 
playgrounds indeed contributes to the number of 
casualties, we do not think it is what makes the 
problem that bad. Tme our limited street capacities 
or lack of facilities for children, for example, are 
partially to be blame for it but such shortcomings in 
the traffic system can remain manageable proride'd 
oth4r precautions are taken. How many times do 
oor 'autiiorities need to be reminded that children 
going to and from school or those who are merely 
crossing neighbourhood streets are still doing so at 
their ovrn risk and without any virible assistance 
from the poUce? When are we going to learn from 
other societies which assign police to stop traffic for 
children crossing streets especially when we still do 
not have a sufficient number of either traffic lights 
or zebra lines for pedestrians to stop traffic for 
them? 

We cannot go on Justifying the occurrence of traf- 
fic accidents. Drivers take the hugest blame but our 
authorities have not been performii^ their duties 
either. It is not enough to say that rented automcH 
biles cause the biggest number of accidents or even 
trucks for that matter at a time when the police b 
nowhere to be seen or found when snch dangerous 
drivers roam our streets undeterred. 

Drivers still drive tiirough red lights and Stop 
Signs because the police is busy doing something 
else like issuing tickets for parking violations. Unless 
and until our authorities t^e their duties more seri- 
ously there is not going to be an end to the canine. 
The IVafTic Department needs to look anew at the 
problem, and it certainly needs help from other 
quarters as well, before every family in Jordan 
bereaves over the loss of a member or more in a traf- 
fic accident 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ARAB countries which had thought that the &iropeans 
cun help find u way to end the And>lsraeli conflict and 'secure 
the icstoraiion of Arab rights have been disappointed follow- 
ing the recent tour of the European Union's envoy Miguel 
Moratinos in the region, said Taiseer Zbri. a writer for Al 
Ra*i. The em-py's tour came to nought and ius talks with die 
Israeli leaders to persuade them to holt their repressive acts 
and hall the settlement programme in order to arrive at a last- 
ing settlement hav-e ended in total failure, with the Israelis 
refusing to budge from their present adamant posititxi, die 
writer noted. He said that the Arabs had ho^ that the 
Eurepe.'ins will at least persuade the Israeli prime minister to 
suspend the corLstniction of die Jewish settlement on Jabal 
Ahu Ghneim, but it turned out that the Europeans are only fol- 
lowing the lead of the United States, especially regarding the 
Jewish settlement issue, and are too timid to apprrach diis hot 
issue. According to the writer, the Europeans have foiled to 
even come up with ideas and proposals that do not conform 
uith those presented by the U.S. administration and help die 
Arabs and the Israelis to lesume the negotiations: for their 
impotent position, the Europeans have won applause from 
WiLshinglon. 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i criticised the Egypdan stand vis-lL-vis 
the Middle East question, citing the recent statement by the 
Eg}’ptian president rejecdog the idea of Arabs boycotting 
Israel or withdrawing ambassadors from Tel Aviv in protest 
against the continu^ Israeli settlement programme. Oraib 
Rintawi said that for the past two years Eg^t has bought the 
.Arab-lsraelt relations to the veige of collapse, once when it 
raised the hue and ciy over Israel's refusal to sign the nuclear 
non-proliferaiiCKi tre^. die second time when U temporarily 
refused to hold the Middle East economic conference in Cairo 
in protest against Israel's policies and lastely when Cairo led 
the .Arab world’s chorus in condemning IstmI's plan to build 
the settlement on Jabal Ghneim in And) east Jerusalem. 
The writer said that each time Egypt brought these matters to 
a head with Israel, it abrufXly turned around and totally 
changed its posidon. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordan approaching financial self-sufficiency 


SINCE THE establishment of the modem state in Jordan, 
73 years ago, the treasury depended heavily on external 
financial subsidies. The first source was Britain, which 
used to supply almost half the budget, or all the military 
expenditure. When the British tre^ was cancelled in 
1956. Jordan replaced British aid with Arab aid. The gov- 
ernment of the day entered into an agreement witii E^pi, 
Saudi Arabia and Syria to support Jordan with £123 mi]- 
lioD a year, for 10 years, which was thought to be all that 
Jordan needed. 

Unfortunately, the three Arab countries did not honour 
their commitment due to the change In government that 
took place in Amman early 1957. which proved once more 
that external aid is always conditional and must infringe 
on tile sovereignty of the recipient country, even if it were 
coining from an Arab source. 

For 10 years after 1937, Jordan relied fiiUy on American 
aid. However, afrer 1967 and the Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank, including Jerusalem, and the Arab summit 
conference held in Khartoum, the Arab oil-exporting 
countries decided to supply Egypt, Syria, Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLOi wi± generous 
financial aid, as confrontation countries. 

In 1979. anoifaer Arab summit convened in Baghdad, 
following the conclusion of Camp David accord between 
Egypt and Israel, and a sum of $1.25 billion a year 
allocated to Jordan for 10 years, to be provided by all Arab 
oil-exporting countries. Libya did not pay from the very 


Start. Algeria paid one instalment only, other Gulf states 
ceased to pay their shares one after another due to lower 
jxices of oil. Only Saudi Arabia continued to pay until the 
end of 1988. . 

Arab aid to Jordan was the first casually of the Gulf cn- 
sis, which started in August 1990. Since then Jordan 
depended on foreign aid provided by numerous sources, 
e^ecially Japan. Germany and European countries. 
Jordan also benefited from an Iraqi indirect subsidy, in the 
form of oil, at over 50 per cent rebate. 

The current economic adjustment programme aims at 
self sufficiency. The deficit of the budget, before forei^ 
grants, is being reduced gradually. TTie programme envis- 
ages a DO-deficit target before the end of the nineties. 

Natural resources in Jordan are exnemely limited. Water 
shortage already reached the point of crisis. Arable land is 
not more than 5 to 7 per cent of the whole area. The 
Kingdom, however, is rich in phosphate and potash. The 
Dead Sea is a treasure only if foe needed investments can 
be made to extract its minerals. These raw materials help 
increase exports and foe establishment of an advanced fer- 
tilisers industry. 

In the absence of oil, and with its meagre natural 
resourees. Jordan depends on its human capit^. It would 
concentrate on education and nainlng to upgrade its man- 
power. 

The weak points in the Jordanian national economy are: 
small size, scarcity of resources, difficult regional circum- 


stances. external debt burden and the consequences of the 
Palestinian question. The result was low per Mpita 
income, high unemployment and the spread of poverty. 

Jordan tackled its economic troubles by the mplementa- 
tion of an International Monetary’ Fund (IMF) economic 
adjustment programme, achieving peace with Israel, 
imorovina foe climate for foreign investmenu signing tte 
European" partnership (within weeks), appljnng 
membership of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
reforming its public administration (yet to be seen) and 
enhancing the role of the private sector. , _j » 

Some observers were in foe past convinced that Jor^ s 
need for external financial support is permanent. They 
thought that Jordan cannot stand on its feet and become 
self-sufficient and financiaUy independent. However, foe 
last five years changed this conviction. It is evident now 
that Jordan is steadily approaching self-sufficiency. The 
deficit in foe budget-excluding grams, is now in foe order 
of 1 per cent of the GDP. down from over IS per cent 
five years ago. The deficit in the current account is around 
3 per cent, down from 20 per cent. The Central Bank is 
accumulating a reason^le reserve of foreign exchange. 
The average rate of economic growdi is to foe wne of 63 
per cent in constant prices. The tourism sector is flourish- 
ing as a major earner of foreign exchange. 

To sum it up, the Jordanian economy proved to be 

... ....... rhriPia 


Debasing the language of discourse: Bulldozers and stones 


By Dr. A. Clare Brandabur 

AS THE crisis in foe 
Palestinian lands worsens, it 
Is interesting to see foe lan- 
guage of journalists and offi- 
cial spokesmen shift: on the 
positive side, Arab states are 
defining themselves more 
definitely in support of foe 
Palestinian cause, at a rate 
proportional to the perceived 
seriousness of Israeli threats 
against Islamic holy places. 
On the negative side, U.S. 
and British representatives 
have backed away from the 
language of international law. 
referring to the theft of 
Palestinian land as **Jewish 
building on land which the 
Palestinians regard as occu- 
pied land" (April 11, BBC 
news) and Nicholas Bunts 
(foou^ coming from the U.S. 
this is hardly new) continuing 
to refer, to "zero tolerance for 
terrorism" as applying only to 
Palestinian reaction to official 
state terrorism by Israel. . 

The U.S. has made no com- 
ment, as far as I have been 
able to ascertain, on the 
shooting to death of an 
unarmed Palestinian youth in 
Hebron on April 8 by a 


Jewish yeshiva student. Yet. 
in a furious reaction that 
would be comic if ft were not 
so pathological. Washingron 
has asked the U.N. to con- 
demn Iraq, not for a terrorist 
attack, but for using <Hie of its 
planes to fiy elderly pil^ims 
to Mecca. And the grounds 
are Iraqi disregard of UJ^. 
resolutions and imemati<Mial 
opinion! * 1111 $ righteous 
indignalipn is ludicrous in 
light of foe two recent vetoes 
of Security Council resolu- 
tions condemning Israel for 
building Jewisli settlemetus 
on Palestinian land, which 
violates dozens of U.N. reso- 
lutions and infuriates public 
opinion everywhere Iwt in 
Washington. 

Bofo Jewish and American 
spokesmen have cried to shift 
the rhetoric in this case to the 
question of how many houses 
will . also be built ftir 
Palestinians, which is laugh- 
able in light of sy^enratic 
confiscation, buUdoting and 
outri^t foeft of .Arab bouses 
in and around Jerusalem. But, 
more to foe point, this is not 
foe issue. Surely foe U3. 
knows it has become foe 
Emperor whose clothes are 


invisible to ev'eryone. What 
Wa^ngtoD must face is that, 
in light of tiieir abject failure 
to ^ure a just peace in foe 
Middle East, others will 
assert their right to try. 

I am reminded of a similar 
shift in rhetoric during foe 
weeks leading up to foe 
bombing by foe George Bush 
administr^on of Iraq and 
i^w^t following foe August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait by 
Saddam Hussein. In the early 
autumn, foe media reflected a 
fierce debate by aU concerned 
parties about whether or not it 
was legitimate for the United 
States to bring massive mili- 
tary ftmre into foe Gulf, and 
whether there might be other 
ways to resolve foe problem 
through diplomacy and the 
mediation of neighbouring 
Arab governments. Suddenly, 
in early December, the 
^und of discourse shifted 
for no apparent reason. A 
U.S. general raised foe ques- 
tion about whether or not 
U.S. military forces were 
ready to undertake an assault 
on iiacp forces. After that, foe 
question of legality or moraJ- 
singly dropp^ out of 
public debate. And the mas- 


sive saturatioD bombing, 
which soon seemed 
inevitable, began. As an 
American who took an active 
part in demonstrations and 
protest hoping to prevent the 
tragedy. I can anesc to foe 
shameful suppression in U.S. 
media of all voices opposed 
to foe grotesque performance 
called “Desert Storm." 

No one was allowed to hear 
those sane voices which tried 
to remind the public that foe 
Pentagon (in a meeting 
leaked to the New York Tunes 
in May. a good three months 
before Saddam's invasion of 
Kuwait) had been frantically 
casting about for a country 
with a military capabili^ 
which would make an enemy 
sufficiently strong to main- 
tain foe billions in the 
Pentagon budgeL Unable to 
think of a sufficiently good 
reason to bomb Germany or 
Russia, now that foe cold war 
was officially over, American 
military strategists alighted 
on Iraq whose military capa- 
bilities they knew well, hav- 
ing helped to augment foem 
during the ghastly Iran-Iraq 
war. What followed was the 
April Glaspie hoodwinking of 


Saddam, miraculously just at 
foe moment which Neil Bush, 
foe crown prince of foe Bush 
administration, was supposed 
to go to prison for defrauding 
thousands in foe Saving and 
Loan scandal. 

Power gives governments 
the ability to dictate the lan- 
guage in which history is dis- 
cussed and decided. But it is 
important to remember that 
all Jewish settlements in 
occupied territory are illegal 
according to international 
law. The Palestinian people 
had every right to expecL 
when they entered foe “peace 
process'*, that they would 
finally get meaningful self- 
determination in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Instead, what 
they actually have is the 
spring up of land confisca- 
tion while their own soldiers 
are expected to stand by and 
watch — no. even to smother 
foe quite natural pMtciy of a. 
people who 'sacrificed hun-’ 
dreds of its children in a hero- 
ic intifeda to demand an end 
to occupation. 

Why has the ground of dis- 
cussion shifted from the lan- 
guage of Resolution 242. and 
all foe others on the inalien- 


able rights of foe Palestinians, 
to whether or not foe 
Palestinian leadership is 
exerting sufficient efforts to 
quell "terrorism"? The mira- 
cle is that this long-suffering 
people con find in their hearts 
the shied of hope that allows 
them to protest. 

I have been amazed at tiie 
heroism of the Palestinian 
security forces who have 
been put in an impossible 
position, as Eqbal Ahmad 
predicted would happen after 
Oslo: they have become 

enforcers of Israeli oppres- 
sion against their own people. 
They must be tom apart by 
their conflicting obligations. 

If Oslo has legitimised a 
falsification of foe terms of 
the debate, then perhaps its 
demise is not to be lamented. 
It is not the youth, with their 
stones, but Ariel Sharon, with 
his fanatical bulldozers, that 
is cjtaiing renror iri.palpstipe,. 
and SO amount ^ rhetoric can 
obscure this reality. 

The writer is on the staff of 
the English Department atAl 
isra Unh'ersiiy. Amman. She 
contributed the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 


Filling the gap 


Does the nation-state 


By Marty Kaplan 

LOS ANGELES — So I'm 
not Jewish after all. The 
conclusion isn't mine, does- 
n't arise from personal soul- 
searching and will undoubt- 
edly surprise my parents in 
Florida. 

My excommunication 
comes from the 600-mem- 
ber Union of Orthodox 
Rabbis of the United States 
and Canada, which has 
made obedience to the 
Torah's 613 command- 
ments. the litmus test of 
Judaism. 

To be sure, the rabbis are a 
very small group. But they 
have hit upon a real vulnera- 
bility — wd not Just among 
Jews. A lot of people cobble 
together their own concept 
of a Supreme Being, a frag- 
ile. ad hoc faith that gets 
them through the post-mod- 
ern night. 

How authentic is their idea 
of religion? How real is their 
God? Fundamentalists are 
satisfied with their answers. 
Are foe rest of us? 

It is considered a blessing 
to observe the Ibcah's com- 
mandments. 

Some of them, like the Ten 
Commandments. make 
sense to me as moral rules. 
But others seem optional. 
The rules of keeping kosher, 
for example, hel(^ Jews 
preserve their identity for 
millennia. But when my par- 
ents cook us to Ming’s on 
Lyons Avenue in Newark. 
New Jersey, on Sunday 
nights, they saw no risk of 
assimilation, or divine retri- 
bution, in ordering lobster 
Cantonese and I think they 
were righL Some of the 
commandmeDts, such as not 
mixing linen and wool, 
strike me as deal-breakers. If 
you observe them as God's 
inviolable law. I stand in 
aw’e of your faith. Nothing 1 
say to you will justify my 
sacrilege. So our only hope 
is pluiaiism, the big tent of 
tolerance. 


But the rabbis want to 
throw my kind out of the 
tent. Until now. if your 
mother was Jewish, ycxi 
were Jewish. From here on. 
say the rabbis, it'$ not just 
genes. 

The protest they've 
aroused suggests that Jews 
really do value diversi^. But 
those rabbis have a philo- 
sophicai ace up their sl^ve. 

Why should I be able to 
pick and choose among the 
613 commandments? If I'm 
free to eat shellfish, why 
isn’t another man free to 
murder? 

The answer modern peo- 
ple give is based on reason. 
We do what makes sense. 
We abide by the categorical 
imperative, foe do-unto-oth- 
ers at foe crux of all commu- 
nities. We observe the rules 
we wouldn't mind seeing 
universalised. But Reason 
isn't God. 


“Too stable to be 
seduced by cults, 
too secular to be 
born again, too 
pained to ignore 
our unease, we 
have become a 
generation of seek- 
ers, searching for 
something tran- 
scendent to fill the 
hole where God 
was” 


Fundamentalists have 
God: we've got Kant, and 
maybe some kind of person- 
al Supreme Being. 
Fundamentalists live by tte 
literal word of foe Bible: we 
live by its poetry. They are 
commanded; we are merely 
moved. 


Upward of 90 per cent of 
ail Americans say they 
believe in God. But I bet a 
lot more than one of 10 also 
believe that science has got 
it basically right. Religion 
may offer a source of nostal- 
gia, a sense of community, a 
consoling mythology, but 
without faith, without the 
experience of Goh, it is no 
protection from foe crisis of 
spirit at the century’s end. 

This is the sadness at the 
heart of our secular lives. No 
one wants to live in a point- 
less, chaotic cosmos, but 
chat is the one that science 
has given us. and that our 
culture has largely champi- 
oned. We may yearn for foe 
divine, but our feet are stuck 
in tiie moral relativism (or 
even nihilism) that such a 
culture breeds. 

Hie post-modern Dadaism 
foat's hip today is foe best 
we can do; everything's a 
joke. But inside it feels 
awful. The things you want 
a God for — an afterlife, a 
comfort a commander — 
seem unavailable. 

The baby boomers 
wrestling with their imer- 
faitii marriages, their chil- 
dren's questions about foe 
Creator, their friends' can- 
cers. their own mortality — 
where are foe troubled 
wiseacres turning now? 

Too stable to be seduced 
by cults, too secular to be 
bom again, too pained to 
ignore our unease, we have 
become a generation of 
seekers, searching for some- 
thing uanscendent to fill the 
hole where God was. 

The rabbis may have 
found a tender spot in aU 
people, of ail faiths, whose 
idea of God has an asterisk 
after it. 

Tht writer, a former speech- 
writer for Vice President 
Waller Mondale. is a screen- 
writer and movie producer. 
The above article is reprint- 
ed from The New York Times. 


have a future? 


By Neal R. Rerce 

SALZBURG — Is the nation-state at foe end 
of its 500-year run? Is it about to succumb to 
rapid-fire economic globalisation, resurgent 
regions or to ethnic and tribal rivalries? 

Not entirely, say mid-career professionals 
from some 32 nations who came here in 
March to debate the nation-state's future at 
the elegam IBfo-cenmry palace that has been 
the site of foe Salzburg Seminar for 50 years. 

Whether from advanced or undeveloped. 
Western or Eastern nations, most participants 
agreed we will still need nation-siaies to give 
people identity, raise taxes, provide social 
safety nets, protect the environment and guar- 
antee internal security. 

But for a peek into the deep uncertainties of 
the 21st century and foe astounding array of 
forces now undermining foe nation-states, 
this conference was a remarkable tour de 
force. 

Leading the parade of transformative 
change are globalisation and its accomplices. 
The computer and telecommunications revo- 
lutions enable instant worldwide commuiuca- 
tions to create new reiaiionships. new eco- 
nomics. whether <60001 governments like 
them or not. 

Multinational corporations now assemble 
goods from plants across the globe and have 
moved heavily into services, too — law, 
accounting, advertising, computer consulta- 
tion — as if foe world were b^erless. 

Financial markets ore airo globalised. 
Where nation-stales once sought to set 
exchange rates, private traders now control 
currency flows — at a scarcely believable 
level of SI. 3 trillion a day. 

The nation-states fatefully shrank their own 
power by creating supemaiional institutions 
such as foe United Nations. World Trade 
Organisation and World Bank. Each creates 
its own cadres of civil servants unaccountable 
to any single si^. > 

Now comes a rise of influential, globally 

active non-governmental oiganisaiions foe 

NGOs — ranging from Greenpeace to 
Amnesty International to animal rights 
groups. They got official U.N. recognition at 
the Rio Earth Summit in 1992; now they are 
negotiating to get a voice in official U N 
detiberations. Yet the NGOs. like foe multina- 
tionals, are mostly based in Europe and North 
Amenca. feeding off cutting-edge technolo- 
gy. setting new global standards without 
much accountability to anyone. 


become technologically connected — i 
in Africa today, for example — face “ma 
alisation." another word for isolation 
poverty. 

At foe Salzburg sessions there was 
unease about globalisation — a fear foa 
world order now emerging would be 
cruel, too amoral, too exclusive in its po 
wielding. 

Anil Saldanha, a corporate executive : 
India, gave voice to these concerns. 

“Man is not well," Mr. Saldanha stud. “1 
going through a process of insularity — : 
curity, frighu fear. He doesn't know w 
thrust on him, yet be must cope. So we 
to I^k inward, to express our individu 
spirituality. If we do not put a human fac 
globalisation, bring humanity to foe 
front, we may not have far to go.” 

A global market does not create a gl 
community, another speaker commented. 

Yet foe conference made it clear foai 
erosion of foe nation-state is not only eoi 
from above, it is creeping up from l»low 

One force is foe rise of subnational reg 
impatient with foe bureaucracy and unres 
siveness of large national govenun 
Nimble city-states — foe "Asian tigers 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore, fores 
pie — have been recent models of succes 
1970. four U.S. states had trade of 
abroad. Now virtually all do and all have 
cial standing in the World Trade Otganisa 

Ethnic, racial and religious groups gras 
for power are perhaps an even greater i 
sure from below. The end of foe cold 
untapped myriad ethnic nationalistic tens! 

Indeed, we may end up with more nai 
states. The United Nations had 166 mei 
• stales" in 1991. It now has 185. and it c 
one day end up with 400 or more. 
because of ethnic divisions. But how n 
will be viable nations? And what does 
developed world do about foe eollaps 
counines worlds removed from its sleek « 
alisauon? ® 

New hybrid structures — African. Asia 
Amencan emulations of foe Euroi 

Umon, for example — may be needed 

ftriiaps we will see forms of communii 
unknown now as foe nation-state was wh 
burst on the .scene in the 1 6th century. 


The ^^hhigton.Post 
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Jerusalem on Saturday in 
a show of support for a 
group of Palestinians 
holding a sit-in against the 
project 

Palestinian chief nego- 
tiator Saeb Eiekat said in 
Washington dial the Pales- 
tinians denottfice all vio- 
lence gainst Israelis. 

Despite the continued 
violence, Israel 

announced it will ease a 
closure on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip begi nnin g 
Sunday morning. The 
army said 20,000 Palestin- 
ian workers will be 
allowed to retom to jobs 
in Israel. 

Israel imposed the clo- 
sure after a March 21 
bombing in a Tel Avjv 
cafe claimed by the Pales- 
dnian militant group 
Hamas. The blast killed 
three Israeli women and 
the bomber. 

Meanwhile, Israel's 
opposidon Labour Party 
announced it would hold a 
general meeting next 
week to debate whether it 
would join the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu if 
such an offer was made. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Fri- 
day that he was consider- 
ing asking the dovish 
Labour Party, which 
signed the ^t peace 
accords with the Palesdni- 
ans, to join his govern- 
ment. Mr. Netanyahu hint- 
ed his right-wing coalidon 
partners may not support a 
final peace setdement 
with the Palestinians. 

Many Labour Party 
members arc likely to 
oppose a unity govern- 
ment. Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans Van Mierlo 
meanwhile met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy in an effort to 
advance the stalled peace 
talks between Israel £md 
the Palestiniaas. 

Mr. Mierlo met the pre- 
vious two days with Pdes- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat to try EO strengthen 
the European Union’s 
(EU) role in the negotia- 
dons, which have been 
^zen for almost a month. 

The Netherlands cur- 
rently holds the presidea- 
cy of the EU, which has 
tried increasingly to play a 


larger role in the Middle 
East peace process. 

But Mr, Netanvahu has 
mo^y rejected the help, 
saying the EU needed a 
more *i>alanced" posidon. 
in reference to Israel’s 
view that the Europeans 
are pro-Palestinian. 

The Dutch foreign min- 
ister also held talks in the 
Netherlands with Mr. 
Netanyahu on Thursday, 
which he later describe 
as “very' open.” 

After meeting Mr. Arafat 
and EU envoy to the Mid- 
dle East Miguel Angel 
Moraiinos Mr. Van .Mjct- 
lo would say only that the 
talks were “producdve.” 

**We had a very cob- 
strucdve discussion,” the 
Palesdnian leader told 
reporters after the meet- 
ing. 

The Dutch diplomatic 
efforts came as top Pales- 
tinian negodators met 
with State Department 
officials in the U.S. — a 
co-sponsor of the peace 
process — in an effort to 
work out an agreement for 
the continuation of negoti- 
ations with Israel. 

“If we are approached 
(about forming a nadonal 
unity government), we 
will discuss ii,” said 
Labour Party leader Shi- 
mon Peres. 

Mr. Peres, a Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, has said a 
unity government is the 
only way to save peace 
moves with the Palesdni- 
ans and other Arabs. 

But he has formally 
postponed the issue until a 
criminal investigation 
against members of Mr. 
Netanyahu's cabinet is 
cleared up. Police have 
said the probe will last 
several more weeks. 

“We don't tolerate vio- 
lence against Israelis of 
any kind but at the same 
dme we want the Israeli 
government to stand firm 
... against the settler ter- 
rorism,’’ Mr. Erekat said, 
refeiring to the shooting 
by a settler of a Palestin- 
ian in Hebron earlier in 
the w'eek. 

Mr. Erekat was speaking 
two days after Israel, act- 
ing on a rip-off from 
P^estinian police, 

smashed a Hamas cell on 
the West Bank and recov- 
ered the body of one of its 



A Palestinian swings his slingshot to hurl stones at Israeli 
soldiers during dashes in Hebron that have left 18 Pales- 
tinians Injured on Friday (AFP photo) 


soldiers kidnapped and 
killed by the miliianu;. 

Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghoshe accused 
Mr. Arafat of “beirayar 
by cooperating with Israel 
to smash his organisa- 
tion's militant cell. 

“Hamas, which laid the 
foundations of national 
unity to engage in armed 
resistance against the 
( Israeli j occupation, will 
not be betrayed and 
stabbed in the back by 
Palestinin security ser- 
vices on the direct orders 
of the president,** said Mr. 
Ghoshe in a statement 
from Jordan. 

Kins Hassan of .Moroc- 
co, who presides at the 
Jerusalem Committee, 
called on the Muslim 
World on Friday to give 
financial support to 
Jerusalem and its Palestin- 
ian citizens. 

In a statement issued by 
the ofTicial MAP news 
agency, the king called for 
“solidarity' with this Holy 
City.” 

He said: “Political 

efforts lof Islamic coun- 
tries) should necessarily 
be accompanied by a 
material and financial 
effort to preserve 


Jerusalem's identity, 
defend its integrity and 
protect its monuments.” 

Last month the commit- 
tee. which held its 16ih 
meeting in Morocco, 
called on Arabs and Islam- 
' ic states — which had 
taken steps towards estab- 
lishing relations with 
Israel in the framework of 
the Middle East peace 
process — “to revise their 
ties with Israel, including 
the closure of missions 
and offices.” 

The prayer leader of 
Mecca's Great Mosque 
called on Muslims to lib- 
erate Jerusalem, as about 
two million pilgrims 
attended Friday prayers 
here in Islam's holiest 
city. 

“Jerusalem groans under 
the yoke of the Jewish 
usurers and Zionist 
aggressors,” the prayer 
leader. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman AI Sadis, said. 

“The believers must 
shake off their lethargy 
and work seriously to lib- 
erate the despoiled iand in 
Palestine. Kashmir and 
elsewhere, in spite of the 
challenges” they face, the 
imam said. 



No election observers — Majali 
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(Continned fh>m p^e 1 ) 

confinn the meetings will 
focus on the new adaunis- 
tradve division expected to 
be issued before the elec- 
dons. 

After the Lower House 
endorsed in January the 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem, introduced by tempo- 
rary law before the 1993 
parli ame ntary elections, 
former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti had 
pledged a series of amend- 
ments to the elecdon law. 
including the lowering of 
the voting age from 19 to 
18, die increase in the num- 
ber of seats in the Lower 
House, and a new list of 
electoi^ districts. Mr. 
Kabarid had also said he 
would have consulted the 
legislators over the dis- 
cussed, ihougji never offi- 
cially proposed, women’s 
quota. 

The opposidons* expecta- 
dons were fhistrated by the 


statement issued two weeks 
ago by Mr. Rashid, declar- 
ing that voting age was not 
to be lowered and the num- 
ber of parliamentary seats 
was not to be increased. 

Correcting the minister of 
interior's statement. Dr. 
Majali yesterday told 
i^xjrters that “it h^ not yet 
b^n decided whether the 
number of deputies will be 
increased or remain the 
same,” 

Noting that the number of 
govemcMates has recently 
been increased, with the 
incorporation and the “pro- 
motion” to electoral dis- 
tricts of a number of small 
villages throughout the 
country. Dr. Majali sag- 
gested that “as there are 
new govemorates, there 
should be more [parliamen- 
tary] seats.” 

He iUd not mention the 
government’s intendons 
regarding the voting age. 

Tbou^ there are no sta- 
tistics available on the 


number of Jordanian citi- 
zens who would turn 18 
before the elections, and 
therefore would be entitled 
to vote if the voting age was 
lowered, the lAF. Jordan's 
strongest opposition party, 
has bitterly criticised Mr. 
Rashid’s statement that vot- 
ing age will remain fixed at 
19. 

The most recent figures 
by the Department of Sta- 
tistics date to 1995 and. 
under United Nations' 
directions, refer to a 4-year 
range age. According to the 
Department of Statistics, 
there were almost half a 
million Jordanians 

(499.840) aged between 15 
and 19. A source from the 
same department, who 
asked not to be named, said 
that “demographic indica- 
tors suggest that the num- 
ber of those aged between 
IS and 19 in 1995 should be 
around one fourth of such 
total, [around 125,000].*' 

As the demographic 


grouth rate in 1979 was 
higher than that of 1977, 
“the total of 18ers in 1997 
should be higher [than the 
total of I8ers in 1995],** the 
source said, adding that it 
would be impossible for 
him to be more precise. 

In Sunday's press confer- 
ence, the prime minister 
confirmed the minister of 
interior's earlier announce- 
ment that the government 
will issue magnetic voting 
cards to all voters, but 
denied that they will cost 
JD 1 . He said the cards will 
be distributed for free. 

“The introduction of 
magnetic cards will avoid 
double voting, as the card 
will be obliterated at the 
moment of the vote." Dr. 
Majali said. 

“The government will 
work hard to ensure that the 
maximum number of Jor- 
danian citizens will partici- 
pate in the elections." Dr. 
Majali concluded. 


Baghdad hails U.S. failure’ 


(Continued from p^e 1 ) 

a strong one. 

The U.N. legal coun- 
sel, Uader-Secretaiy- 
General Hans Corell of 
Sweden, has told council 
members that Gulf war 
resolutions barring Iraqi 
flights were not as clear- 
cut as those imposed on 
Libya in 1992 in connec- 
tion with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am 
airliner over Lockeibie, 
Scotland, envoys said. 

But he was also quoted 
as saying that, on the 
basis of past committee 
practice, Iraq did require 
advance permission for 
such flights. Committee 
sources said Iraq 
itself acknowlegeo this 
by requesting permission 


in the past, although the 
committee bad refused 
to grant it. 

One version of the 
Statement would also 
remind other countries, 
in this case Saudi Ara- 
bia, of their obligations 
under the sanctions, 
which require denial of 
overflight permission for 
unauthorised Iraqi air- 
craft and the impounding 
of any that nonetheless 
landed in their territory. 

Some envoys quipped 
that Mr. Corell’s expla- 
nation appeared to make 
it legal tor Iraq to fly an 
aircraft, but not to land it 
without running the risk 
of losing the plane. 

Consensus among all 
members is reciuired 
before the council can 


issue a statement. If this 
cannot be reached, the 
issue could be made the 
subject of a resolution 
and put to a vote next 
week. 

Mr. Richardson on 
Wednesday arrived at the 
council demanding a 
condemnation of the 
Iraqi flight which he 
branded an "outright 
violation” of the sanc- 
UODS. 

But at Friday’s council 
discussions, a draft for- 
mal siaiemem which had 
originally stated that the 
flight was “totally unac- 
ceptable” was watered 
down to such an extent 
±at the U.S. delegation 
could no longer accept 
it, diplomats said. 

The latest draft by 


China and other non- 
aligned states notably 
removed any reference 
to Security Council 
“concern" about the 
flight. The 15 members 
need to reach consensus 
in order to adopt a for- 
mal statement. 

Several diplomats said 
that there was a danger 
that unless the council 
reacted to the Iraqi chal- 
lenge Baghdad would 

again defy the 

iniemarional community. 

Asked whether he bad 
any assurance from 

Baghdad that there 

would be no new flights 
to Saudi Arabia before 
Monday, Mr. Richard- 
son replied: “I wouldn't 
count on it." 


Abu Marzouk’s detention is either in bad faith 
or ignorance of law - 


Human Rights activist 


From Lamis .Andoni in 
Boston 

THE LEAD defence lawyer 
for Hamas leader Musa 
Abu Maizouk haii accused 
the American authorities of 
violating U.S. laws by pro- 
longing the Palestinian's 
incarceration after Israel 
had dropped its demand for 
his extradition. 

The prolonged detention 
of Mr. Abu Morzouk has 
also raised speculation that 
the U.S. authorities are see- 
ing it as a test case for a 
controversial anti-terrorism 
law and the Hamas leader's 
fate could be a precedent 
for many others whom 
American law enforcement 
agencies see as undesirable 
in the U.S. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times. Sherif 
Bassiouni. an iniemutional- 
ly renowned human rights 
advocate, said that the U.S. 
government was either 
ignorant of ii.s own laws or 
deliberately prolonging Mr. 
.Abu Marzouk's detention 
to give Israel time to renew 
its demand for his extradi- 
tion once the ongoing vio- 
lence in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip subsides. 

“There is either good faith 
(on the part of the .Ameri- 
can government) but total 
ignorance of the law or bad 
faith and manipulation of 
the law." Mr. Bassiouni 
said in a telephone inter- 
view from his Chicago 
office. 

According to American 
laws, a detainee .should be 
released if the extradition 
does not take place after 60 


days of the original verdict 
Israel had not only skipped 
the deadlitw but "had offi- 
cially dropped its demand 
for the extradition of Mr. 
Abu Marzouk for fear of 
reiatiaiion by Hamas 
activists. 

Instead of setting Mr. .Abu 
Marzouk free in accordance 
with the law. the U.S. Jus- 
tice Depomneni referred 
the Hamas activist to an 
.American court. The court 
convened last week to look 
into the case and the judge 
decided that it should be 
referred to a specialised 
immigration court. 

The judge argued that the 
immigration court should 
decide whether Mr. .Abu 
Marzouk should stay or 
leave the U.S. where he has 
studied and lived for sears. 

Mr. .Abu Marzouk repon- 
edl>' responded by saying : 
“WTty should you keep nte 
in Jail to deienuine whether 
I should leave when 1 want 
to leave ((he country)". 

But the judge answered 
that it WU.S no longer her 
case and should go (o the 
Immigration and Naturali- 
sation Service. (LNS). 

Mr. .Abu Marzouk's 
lawyers believe that the 
judge acted under pressure 
by government prosecutors. 

Nfr. Ba.ssiouni said ihai 
government represematives 
met with the judge twice 10 
discuss the case days before 
the actual court hearing. 

“The government went 
behind The back of the 
defence to confer w ith the 
judge twice." Mr. Bassiouni 
said. 

Mr. .Abu Marzouk's 


defence team has protested 
againsc tiie govemmem's 
action but the lawyers can- 
not do much before the next 
session is held. They .said 
on Frida> that no dale hod 
been set for another hear- 
ing. 

Most observers had 
e.xpected Mr. .Abu Marzouk 
to be released and sent to 
.Amman where he would 
like to live. Bur the U.S. 
government has app.irenlly 
decided to seek his official 
deportation based on the 
new jnli'ierrorism law. 

The law. passed in 1995 
despite strong oppi.>siiion 
b> human and civil righi.s 
groups here, allows the 
government to detain :mJ 
deport immigrants if it 
decides that ihev are affili- 
ated one wu\ or another 
with “terrorist" groups. 

The .Anti-Terrorism Bill, 
as the law is named, also 
allows the govemmeni nor 
to disclose iLs evidence i>r 
information against the 
accused rendering 11 diffi- 
cult for the defence to rebut 
the charges. 

Consequently if Mr. .Abu 
.Marzouk is deponed on the 
basi.s of the anti-terrorism 
bill, his case would be a 
precedent paving the way 
for 

similar future measures 
against immigrar.i support 
groups that the I’.S. admin- 
istration ma> deem a> "icr- 
rorist." 

So far no .Arab has been 
deponed on the basis of 
affiliation or suppon for 
groups deemed as “ terror- 
ist" in the U.S. government 
diciionarv. 


.An .Amencan govemincni 
effort to deport seven 
•American Palestinians and 
one Kenyan for their sup- 
pon of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) has been in 
coun.s for the Iasi 1 2 years. 

Earlier this week a coun 
in California reversed a 
decision 

against two of the group 
who were accused by the 
Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) of plotting 10 
saboiage the Los .Angeles 
Olympics. 

'The court found no evi- 
dence against them, but the 
FBI kept on 

renewing the charges. 
However, under the .Anti- 
Terrorisiii Bill, deportation 
is possible without evi- 
dence revealed or subsianti- 
aied in coun. 

Therefore there is cvin- 
cem ih:it even if Mr. Abu 
Marzouk is deponed, il will 
be .in ul.irming precedent of 
wlui immigrants could face 
in the future. 

Funhemiore. the deporta- 
tion would .imouni to an 
iiidicimcni of .Abu Marzouk 
— ssmieihing that his 
lawyers haw been trying to 
prevent. 

But Mr. Bassiouni. who 
has played :i key role in 
iuvestigaiiug war crimes in 
Bv'snia. believes that the 
procrastination could be 
deliberate to give a chance 
to the Israeli govemincni to 
re.submii il.s e.xiraclition 
(Jemunds once the situation 
in the West Bank allow.s It. 


Jordan and EU to sign partnership agreement 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Therefore, he stressed that 
Jordan needs to nsduce its 
bloated civil service and 
bureaucracy, 

will work to alleviate 
all obstacles facing foreign 
inv'estments, prov'ide more 
incentives for all investors, 
provide a strong infrastruc- 
ture as weU as activate the 
decentralisation of the adrrun- 
istration." Dr Majali added. 

Under the Euro-Jordan 
partnership agreement. Jor- 
dan will have laiger access to 
EU maiicets for iis agricultur- 
al products. 

During their technical nego- 
tiations. Jordan sou^t more 
concessioas from the EU in 
exporting miiHe quantities of 
agriculture products and 
achiev'ing a better calendar. 

The EU was offering Jor- 
dan a tariff quota that defines 
ihe volume of any product 
that would cany zero tariff in 
EU countries. 

Jordan was requesting to 
Increase the quotas and to 
expand the variety of produce 
that can be export under the 
i^ieement. 

Jonlaiiian expe^ to the 
European countries include 
lomsoo paste, grapes, citrus 

(E M BL EM) 

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOlUl OF 
JORDAN 

SUPREME JUDGE 
RELIGIOUS COURT OF 
AMMAN/AL-SHMEI5ANI 
No 7M7/30 Dale: 3/4/1997 
REVOCABLE DIVOHCB Deep 
In me legal council held by me, 
II. ABDUL KARIM AI-DAI^UD. 
me Religious Judge ot Amman, 
mere appeared me leqaiiy 
competent man. ALI AtiDEL 
RAHMAN HUSSEIN/ AMMAN, 
who IS acquainted by the two 
compeiem persons nidhal 
SAID YOUNIS AL-YOUNiS & 
HUSSEIN ABDEL RAHMAN 
MOHAMMAO-'AMMAN. he said; 
'I want to divorce my wife DALAL 
IBRAHIM KHATIB a resident ol 
America, voluntarily and 
willingly while being not 
astonished, enioying lull mental 
pov.-er. I say my legal 
consummated wile, DALAL 
IBRAHIM KHATIB is revocably 
divorced irom my coverture and 
mamaqe contract. I request that 
this divorce be registered and 
served on her.' As i have 
ascertained the prior mainmoniai 
hie and consummation ol both 
spouses through the husband's 
admission ar>a iha lesiimony ot 
me said acquamters. i 
explained to him that a 
revocable divorce has taken 
place on hts pan Irom hts said 
wile. He sitall nave the nght to 
bung her back to mamage hie 
with him during the revocable 
period (Ol three monms) 
provided that such measure 
shall be duly registered ai the 
Religious Court. She shall 
observe me said revocable 
period (by relraining from 
marnagei as oi lodaie. it is 
rieadea that she shall be duly 
■ntormeo. 

Issued on 3/4/19S7 
Religious Judge ol 
Amman/Shmeieam 
iSigr>ed] 

Clerk 

aipnedl 

Oilicia) Seals ol Amman 
Religious Court end Supreme 
Judge Deou 


fruits, vegetables and beans. 

In a 'prerious interview 
Minisoy of Planning Secre- 
tar>' General Nubil Amman 
stressed the importance of 
pitwiding the El.1 witii prod- 
ucts of high quality. 

He addra that it is not the 
tariff system that puts prohibi- 
tions on Jordanian exports, 
but rather it is the qualitx' of 
the products and their type. 

Dr. Amman said the Euro- 
peans recogms^ (he impor- 
tance of est^lishing funds for 
the rehabilitation of Jordanian 
industrial and agricultural 
products. 

He said the European.^ 
stressed the impcxtance of 
proriding Jordan with techni- 
cal and financial assistance to 
identify' areas needed to 
upgrade quality and increase 
competition in both the indus- 
trial and agricultural .sectors. 

The agreement will also 
allow Jordan to benefit from 
the cumulative rules of ori^ 
under which the IGngdom 
can add any inputs imported 
from Europe as one originat- 
ing in Jortilm. 

Wth reference to the Intel- 
lectual Property RighLs (IPR) 
Jordon has b^n granted a 
total grace period of seven 
years to review, rewrite and 
enforce imemationallv 


acceptable IPR law s. 

European officials had said 
[he implementation of IPR 
laws would guarantee bener 
quolirx' products that could 
easily penetrate EU maikeLs. 

Jord^ and the EV seem to 
have, reached an understand- 
ing regarding the issue of 
thid country nationals inix'el- 
ling illegally from Jordan to 
Europe. 

Reganfrng this issue. Mr. 
Gazzo .said the EU had draft- 
ed a text which appears to 
have been approv^ by the 
cobineL 

He told the Jordan Times 
that each European coumix 
will handle this matter sepa- 
rately with JcHdan through 
differem bilateral agreements. 

Jordan w-jll be the filth 
country to sign a partnership 
agreement with the EU ulier 
Tunisia. Morocco, the Pales- 
tine National .Authority 
i PNA I and Israel. 

Similar agreements ,ire 
being negotiated with Egypt. 
Leb-arKin and Syria. 

With reference to the eco- 
nomic reform programme 
which Jordan started in 19S9 
in coordiruiiion witli the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Dr. Majali denied that 
the IMF was interfering in the 
implementution of lire pro- 
gramme. 


Prime minister 
outlines results 
of U.S. talks 

(Continued from page I ) 

to go." Dr. Majali .said. 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
are the only Gulf states 
who oppose lifting the 
six-year-old sanctions and 
demand among other 
things Baghdad's release 
of more that 600 Kuwaiti 
prisoners of war, 

Iraq denied that il holds 
any Kuwaiti prisoners but 
said that it was ready to 
cooperate with Kuw'ait to 
locate them. 

He added that, during 
his U.S. visit, he met with 
Kuw'aii's ambassador to 
the U.S. and discus.scd 
relations between Jordan 
and Kuwait. 

He added that he 
received a congratulations 
from Kuxvait’s acting 
Prime Minister. Sheikh 
Sabah Jubir .AI Ahmad for 
his appointment as a 
prime mini.sier. 
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Overseas assets 
of Arab Gulf states 
estimated at $350b 


.\BU DHABI (AFP)— 
.\rab Gulf states have an 
estimated S3S0 billion in 
overseas assets but part is 
expected to flow back to 
take advantage of domestic 
reforms, an ofTiciol said in 
press comments on Satur- 
day. 

The bulk of the funds 


were accumulated during 


the oil boom of the late 
1970s and early l980s. 
when tlie si.xmation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) enjoyed huge cash 
surpluses, said Mohammad 
A\ Mulla. secretary general 
of the Jeddah-based Union 
of GCC Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry. 

“Some estimates indicate 
that the total GCC assets 
abroad are around S350 bil- 
lion.” he told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) daily 
A1 Khaleej. 

Mr. Mulla did not specify 
those investments but inde- 
pendent reports showed 
they were concentrated in 
the West in real-estate, 
stocks and bunk deposits. 

GCC stales — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait. Bahrain. 
Oman. Qatar and the UAE 
— earned more than $150 
billion a year during the oil 
boom, when crude prices 
were above 530 a barrel. 

This compares with an 
average annual income of 
S70 billion in the following 
years due to a drop in 
prices. 

The decline in oil prices. 


now around $18. has com- 
bined with growing devel- 
opment needs, inflation and 
a weakening in the U.S. 
dollar to turn the financial 
surplus in GCC states into 
deficits. 

This has prompted them 
to carry out reforms, 
including spending cuts, 
privatisation and improve- 
ment of investment laws. 

•*GCC states have gone a 
long way in improving 
their investment climate ... 
Given such factors and the 
risks facing overseas 
investments, we expect a 
large increase in private 
investment in the GCC.” 
Mr. Mulla said. 

“We hope the returning 
funds will account for a 
laige part of the invest- 
ments abroad. But we have 
to stress that it is difficult to 
repatriate all those funds as 
it is better to benefit from 
the added financial return 
on overseas assets in 
increasing internal invest- 
ments," he 

Mr. Mulla said the GCC 
economies grew' by as 
much as 9.8 per cent in cur- 
rent prices in 1996 com- 
pared with six per cent 
growth in 1995. The suige 
was because of an increase 
in oil prices of 17.5 per 
cent • 

In real terms, the com- 
bined GCC growth rate is 
estimated at 4.3 per cent in 
1996 and two per cent in 
1995. Mr. Mulla said. 


Nyerere: Capitalism 
better than socialism 


DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) 
— Julius Nyerere. Tanzana- 
ia's founding ■ president 
whose socialist policies 
impoyejrished the East 
Aincon -country, has said that 
a tree maiicei economy is a 
better way of creating wealth. 

“It (capitalism) is best if it 
would help Tanzanians. 1 
want to see capitalism heli>- 
ing to develop this counay.** 
Mr. Nyerere told journalists 
during an interview. 

He said he supported ongo- 
ing refonns aimed at trans- 
forming the counny's econo- 
my from its centrally- 
planned socialist orientation 
to a free market one. 

He said socialism had 
brought prosperity to such 
Asian “economic Tigers" as 
Singapore. Malaysia and 
Indonesia, but added that 


those countries succeeded 
because dieir people worked 
for “wealth creation'’ and 
were not motivated by the 
desire to “steal from their 
countries". 

He said Tanzanian's state- 
run corporations had per- 
formed poorly because of 
political interference. 

'The f^ure by public 
parastatals to perform their 
duties efficiently was caused 
by Ixk of independence to 
plan and implement their 
activities," Mr. Nyerere said. 

Mr. Nyerere's socialist 
blueprint, the “Arusha decla- 
ration" of 1967, which led to 
nationalisation of privare 
prc^ieny. was in 19W 
replaced with the “Zanzibar 
declaration" in which die rul- 
ing party resolved to pursue 
fnM market policies. 


Big investments 
needed to support 
Egyptian reform 


CAIRO. Egypt (AP) — 
Egypt needs investments of 
as much as $4 billion a year 
to maintain the economic 
momentum that has made it 
a showcase of market 
reforms, two IMF experts 
wrote this week. 

“This is a challenge that 
cannot be taken lightly. What 
makes things ha^ is that 
fijiancing so much invest- 
ment is not easy." they said 
in on article published in the 
Cairo edition of the London- 
based .A1 Hayat new^per. 

The article outlined the 
dangers ahead for the Egypt- 
ian economy, which in recent 
years has t^en drastic steps 
toward a market economy, 
shrug^g off the remains of 
a socialist legacy from the 
1960s and early 1970s. 

The two experts — 
Mohammad A1 Iry^, deputy 
head of the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF) 
Middle East section, and 
Amer Basat of his staff — 
said the article e.xpressed 
their views and not neces- 
sarily those of the IMF. 

They argued that in addi- 
tion to sizeable investments 
to speed up growth, Egypt 
also needed to improv'e the 
mana^ment of private capi- 
tal and increase the efficien- 
cy of its industrial sector to 
counter competition. 

Egypt's economy is fore- 
cast to grow five per cent in 
the fisi^ year ending June 
30 and to expand at a seven 
per cent annual rate by the 
end of the century. This 
won't occur, they said with- 
out sizeable investments. 

While foreign investors 
were expected to prov'ide 
some of the needed invest- 
ment, Egyptians must supply 
funds, too. 

'Unfortunately, the savings 
of Egyptians are very low 
■— only 18 per cent of die 
gross domestic product 
when compared to 
international levels." the^ 
said. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
and his reform-minded 
prime mlmster. Kamal A1 
Ganzouiy. are working to 
slow the nation's high birtii 
rate and reduce widr^read 
poverty in this country of 63 
million people. 

Their solution is a wide- 
ranging economic reform 
pro^tmnue — including tte 
privatisation of more than 
300 state-owned firms — to 
encourage high economic 
growth tbtu increases fami- 
lies' incomes and reduces 
unemploy menL 

In a blueprint for the econ- 
omy over the next 20 years. 


Dr. A1 Ganzoury' this week 
called for billions in new 
investment — three-quarters 
from the private sector and 
the rest from the government 
— to achieve an annual 
growth rate of seven per 
cent 

His task since taking office 
in January 1996 has not been 
an easy one. As much as 30 
per cent of Eg^ans are liv- 
ing in pover^, the counny's 
population is growing by a 
sta^ering one milli on every 
10 months and more than 20 
per cent of the work force is 
unemployed or underem- 
ployed 

Mr. Al Iryan and Mr. Basat 
said Egypt needed to stream- 
line troubled state enterprises 
before tiieir sale to private 
investors. They pointed out 
that most of the companies 
which have so for been pri- 
vatised were profitable while 
in government hands. 

They also said Egypt's 
indusQial sector must 
become more efficient to 
withstand con^tition from 
a partnership pact currently 
being negotu^ witii the 
European Union. 

The government’s eco- 
nomic refonns already have 
brought down inflation from 
20 per cent in 1991 to seven 
per cent and have increased 
foreign currency reserves to 
a healthy $19 billion. 

Monetary reforms have 
included the scraping of a 
mind-boggling, multi-tier 
exchange rate system, the 
liberali^OQ of the banking 
sector, improved money sup- 
ply controls, more equitable 
tax collection and lower tar- 
iffs. 

Egypt's dormant stock mar- 
ket was brought back to life 
and rapidly became one of 
the more attractive and liquid 
etrer^g markets in foe 
regioD, drawing $400- ntil- 
Uoo in foreign uivesuoent in 
foe second half of 1996. 

Some critics have said the 
privatisation programme 
was not moving fast enough 
to match interest by 
investors. New stock issues 
are ofien oversubscribed, 
and such attractive sectcK^ as 
telecommunications . and 
transpottation have so for 
been excluded 
Opposition politicians have 
charged that many woikers 
will be laid off when more 
state-owned companies are 
sold. They say the reforms 
have encouraged comiption 
and the creation of a new 
class of rich Egyptians while 
worsening the lot of foe poor. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Smart and 
fashionable 
5 Butte's kin 
9 La — , Milan 

14 Art deco name 

15 Aikin or Ladd 

16 Cereal fungus 

17 Oracle 

18 Throw afit 

19 Find out 

20 With “The.” 74 
thnlfer 

23 Posed 

24 Everything 

25 Namath's coil. 
28 Ransack 

32 Jungfrau 
35 Bristol bloke 

37 Ted Ke/s Hazel 

38 Monter^ man 
40’Raphaers 

period 

43 Jibe 

44 Algpnquian 
language 

45 Pi^ place 

46 Short of money 

47 Take liberties 

50 Itch . 

51 — standstill 
52 ‘All About—” 

54 *44 Wayne 

moirie 

63 Bay vrindow 

64 Trumpeter Al 

65 Hbck^ score 

66 Sierra — del Sur 

67 Funny McClurg 

68 Type of eye 

69 Rorschach 
samples 

70— Hjo-well 
71 Counsel 


B 12 13 14 


Is P ff ra |10 111 112 113 


25 

26 

27 

■ 

n 


29 

30 

31- 

M 


■ 

35 



36 

■ 

37 




■ 

38 

39 

40 




41 





42 



43 





■ 

44 




y 

45 

46 



■ 

47 

48 





49 

■ 


51 




S2 


53 

54 

55 

56 




57 

|58 

;S9 




63 





■ 

64 

1 

1 


y 

65 

66 

,j 




■ 

67. 




■ 

sr 

69 





■ 

|70 




■ 



132 133 134 


|60 161 162 


by Ray Smith 


DCDWN 

1 Nuisance 

2 Cookie 

3 Fret 

4 Start of a toast 

5 Of the sea 

6 Panache 

7 Ratted on 

8 Against 

9 Like Mother 
Teresa 

10 Fishing basket 


1 1 Lab gel 

12 Bereft 

13 — time (never) 

21 Patsies take it 

22 Act like 
Xanthippe 

25 Turidsh rulers 

26 Actress Vivian 

27 Teed off 

29 Tilt weapon 

30 Fishermen, by 
reputation? 

31 Au revcNr 

32 Tick off 

33 English 
philosopher 

34 Gussy up 

36 Common article 
39 Poefs 
monogram 

41 Herpetologist’s 
field 

42 SchooMerm 
46 Hit the hustings 
49 Sister of Magda 
51 All ears 

S3 Lawn too) 
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□□□□□ □□□ 
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QDQ BBDQQ □□□□□ 
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QDQQQ □DQcis mmm 
BQQQiaBQ QDQQQD 

□□□□□ 
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□□□□QQQQQQ □□□□ 

□□□□ QDQCIQ E3QQB 
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e 1 997 Tiibiffie Meda Services. Ire. 
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54 Agra sight 59 Clinlon's canal 

55 ^an sea 60 Gentle one 

56 Adriatic resort 61— aneoa 

S ®2 SupermrSlel 

58 Stash away McPherson 


HOROSCOPE 

forecast 

FOR SUNDAY, 
APRIL 13, 1997 


By Vunnas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 





ARIES: (March 21 to 
April I9j A recent 
acquaintance could make 
yon feel quite nervous 
today, so steer clear of thb 
person. Get togetiier with 
some old friends later ^s 
evening at recreation 
activities which you all 
thoroughly enjoy. 
TAURUS: (April 20 ro 
May 201 This is a good 
day today to relax and 
plan your schedule for foe 
coming wirek and thereby 
complete any projects 
wtuch you are currently 
pursuing. Enjoy your 
loved ones and friends. 

■ however get plenty of rest 
tonight 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You may not be i 
in the mood for fun activ- ' 
ides this morning, so get 
busy at those little chores 
which have been waiting 
for so long. Later this 
evening wiU be good io 
meet close friends for 
recreational activities. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Try to 
rectify a bothersome con- 
dition at home today 
before tempers begin to 
flare and there coidd be 
(Ufficulties. Enjoy a happy 
evening with your good 
friends and go to a special 
location whro everyone 
will enjoy themselves. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You may find it diffi- 
cult foe true facts today 
about an important trans- 
action, however later 
you'll see the information, 
has been right in front of 
you. Later this evening 
will be good to meet wifo 
knowledgeable people for 
their advice. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don't con- 
cern yourself sick today 
over your finances, they 
are in better shape than 
yoii. think, so pm your, 
ener^es into your c^er 
activities. Study your 
newspaper for some bar- 
gains which could add to 
your -assets. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22.) Wait until 
later in the day today 
before you make any 
commitments concerning 
your activities for week 
ahead. Have fim with 
friends later this evening 
and you can have a won- 
derful time together in 
recreational acti\ities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21.) Show 
your mate today bow truly 
devoted you are to him or 
her, by taking him or her 
to some special place or 
d(fo]g something special. 
Get together with fellow 
business associates and 
clear up some point of 
misu nders tanding. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) You should associate 
only with your most 
understanding friends 
today, however remember 
tiiat they have difficulties. 
Be sure to drive carefully 
while on foe highway later 
this evening and avoid 
any difficulties. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) ^ 
very , cautious in any pub- 
lic dealings today, and 
don't do anything which 
might endanger your rep- 
utation, which is quite 
important to you. Izibour 
on improving your effi- 
ciency on career activities 
and foereby you can be 
successful. 

AQUAJMUS: (January 

21 to February 19) New 
contacts you make today 
can help you advance 
quickly in your career, so 
make tiw best of tins 
opportunity. Your stums 
could grow in leaps and 
bounds if you pursue vour 
career activities with’ full 
speed ahead. 

PISCES: (Februaiv 20 to 
March 20) You sho’uld not 
rely on any hunches this 
morning, as they are apt to 
be quite incorrecL Avoid 
getting into any overiy 
serioiLs discussions with 
friends later this evening,- 
which could cause friction' 
between evervone. 






BnSQii 


Biithstone of April: Dia.- 
inond — Amethvst 








































Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, April 13, 1997 


9 


A^. 

1^7 


I 


"■■.V.'- ■‘'■'"'I 
^ i, 



Will: 
’■‘■•'•rw 


'‘"J ‘hi-rct;; 
Pruica 


tllll.V , 

}'-V 


j(i\ 

:iw 
llK<v 

Plt-niv ‘ 

■ ■'I |. 

'“u niav 

fun a,,;;. 
'H"niini:. v. , 

•vill bepo.^, 
friends • . 
'■ri •uUiiicj. 

‘-HILDRF\ 

X’lhorsninc l«- 

' f''’nw ii>w 

niper. begin i 
llieie enuitl [. 

'■• |■.ll|l‘V a lljpjr^ 
nil \iiur 

'‘J «'■’ t“ .1 'pt\u 
^'IkTe i.'\vr\o[; 
tlwniM'bes 

ll_' In 
»1.l> llllJ ll d|{f, 
UUe l.sei' 

irjf- 

iinuoser iak- 
• «iie iiiii>niiij]ii» 
ri::iii in mmio 

i'!' il'ii' kVcniti 
'"d ii' IUlVI \»iii 
x.ihk' [Viipk'ii- 
sC. 

I \u^lN 22 t. 

'! 22i r.v-n*iiM- 

l■•d^ Mik u^’i 
I I'lii.iiKfc'--. tht) 
■iM slij^v ite; 

k Ml pul lUI! 

mi«> M'lir t.‘jnr 
SiiiJi 

‘I I'tii s(ii)w hi 
IV. ll e<iiilJ jJdli 




tlllK 

*^*^'*' l-V 
l.inii.'O ' ^,L 

l-J' 

.iinii'"'-- f',* 

']JjM 

,1,.. 

i, 

■ ' |l'l 
ini.iO , ijstf 

, - yr 

. N-'i 'V 

V-'>" ' 

:: ; 

i\ ii'‘- 

id „ ?i" 
If-- 

r - 


[c: d”V.|(Td^^ 
iij • 

.|.|W 


iH' 


ViV 


Waksh blames deputy/minister 
policy for aggravating employment 
problems in the Kingdom 

** CIVIL SERVICE Commission Secretary- General 
Mohammad A1 ^ahsh points to the poliev of combi nin g 
the posts of deput>- and minister as being a direct and 
basic cause for the bloated civil sen ice in the Kingdom. 
Noting that the economic problems were also a basic 
cause. Dr. Wabsh sees the situation worsening since 1989 
when the appoinnnenis staned to pick up and. later, flour- 
ished when deputies and depuiies/ministers began a fren- 
zy drive to hire staff. Such recruitments were based on 
the legal authority vested in the ministers without refer- 
ring to the hiring principles appro\ed by the Council of 
Ministers and the Civil Senice Commission. 

This “race" for hiring staff resulted in more overem- 
ployment and an expansion of the bloated sector. Dr. 
Wahsh said noting that there is a possibility to reduce the 
number of civil ser\’anls by 25 per cent at least with 
restricting of posts and abid^ce by the classification and 
descripdon of jobs. This measure, he indicated, would be 
good enough to blow a “new positive spirit” in the system 
that would bring about higher productivity after remov- 
ing “excesses.” 

Dr. Wahsh explains thai downsizing ihe ch'il service 
should be characterised by objectivity and flexibility so 
as any reduction would not be based on indi%'idual e\'alu- 
ation or measured according to ±e years of ser\'ices. 
Convinced that many posts are not currently occupied by 
the right persons. Dr. Wabsh, however, disagreed with 
traditional solutions. 

He says that it is not beneficial to speak of retiring those 
who served more than 30 years or ad\'isers and hi^-level 
oiBcials because ail of those do not number more than 
3.000 personnel. Similarly, talking about specific grades 
or years of service overlooks the principle of qu^fica- 
tions and experience. 

Other obstacles seen by Dr. W'ahsb for administrative 
reform lies in the coming parliamentary elections as the 
retirement of large numl^rs of civil servants would cast 
doubts about the fairness of the elections. Even the radi- 
cals would see it as a free opportunity to be seized in 
campaigning for the election:», the senior ofScial said. He 
also mentioned the general economic situation and such 
aspMts of poverty, unemployment and high cost of living 
wUch will worsen the economic climate upon terminat- 
ing the work of many civil senants and cutting their 
incomes. 

The senior official saw tribalism, favouritism and ties in 
general as strong elements that would pull against the 
implementation of administiativ'e reform. 

In conclusion. Dr. Wahsh exprated that 125,000 per- 
sons will be seeking civil service jobs this year. The num- 
ber represents 86 per cent of the overall size of civil ser- 
vants. He revealed that 1 SO advisers. 456 personnel in the 
special grade classification and 2.417 who served for 
more than 30 years are still employed at various govern- 
ment ministries and institutions (A1 Ra'ij. 
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UnscramblB these four Jumblss, 
one letter to eaidi square, to form 
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(A nswe rs tomorrow) 
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Basel bankers highlight war on laundering, fraud in world supervision 


BASEL (AFP) — Top 
w'orld banking supervisors 
listed action to combat 
money-laundering and 
fraud within banks 
Wednesdav in a plan to 
toughen policing and 
reduce the risk of domino 
failures. 

The plan also stressed 
that auditors of banks' 
books, and outside offi- 
cials who superv ise bank- 
ing activity', must be inde- 
pendent. and highlighted 
special problems associat- 
ed with State-owned 
banks. 

The Basel Committee on 
banking supervision pub- 
lished 25 recommended 
'‘Basel core principles” for 
the supervision of how' 
banks are created and 
financed, and bow they 
manage and monitor their 
risks, and report honestly 
the state of their balance 


sheets. 

The committee is based 
at the Bonk for 
International Settlements 
(BIS), the so-called cen- 
tral bankers central bank. 

Point 15 stated: “Bank- 
ing supenisors must 
deiennine that banks have 
adequate ... procedures in 
place, including strict 
‘know' - your-cusiomer* 
rules, that promote high 
ethical and professional 
standards in the financial 
sector and prevent the 
bank from being used ... 
by criminal elemenLs.” 

It warned that public 
confidence in banks could 
be undermined by associa- 
tion. even if inadvertent, 
“with drug traders and 
other criminals.” 

It also warned that fraud 
could threaten the solven- 
cy of banks and the sound- 
ness of the financial sys- 


tem. 

Stressing the importance 
of internal controls, it rec- 
ommended that “employ- 
ees should be required to 
report suspicious or udu- 
bling behaviour to a supe- 
rior or to internal security'* 
and that banks “should be 
required to report suspi- 
cious activities and signif- 
icant incidents of fraud to 
the supervisors.*' 

Point seven stated that 
an essential part of a 
supervisory system "is the 
independent evaluation of 
a bank's policies, prac- 
tices and procedures” con- 
cerning lending and 
investment. 

Supervising agencies 
“should possess opera- 
tional independence" and 
superv'isurs “must have a 
means of independent val- 
idation of supervisory 
information.” 


It added; "In all ca.ses. 
the supervisoiv' agency 
should have ‘the 'legal 
authority and means to 
conduct independent 
checks of banJes.” 

in a special passage on 
state-owned banks.' the 
report noted that “the cor- 
rection of problems at 
these bonks is sometimes 
deferred and the govern- 
ment is not always in a 
position to recapit^ise the 
bank when required. 

“.At the same time, this 
suppon may lead to the 
talang of excessive risks 
by bank managemeni.” the 
report indicated. Bui 
"supervisors may have 
less influence over the 
senior managemem of 
such bank.s and less ability 
to remove them, when 
necessary." 

The report made no 
direct reference to spec- 


tacular disa.sicrs in the 
banking industry in recent 
years, such as the closure 
of the BCCl bank, enor- 
mous and still open-ended 
!o.sses by the French state- 
owned Credit Lyonnais 
Bank, and the failure of 
the oldest British invest- 
ment bonk. Barings. 

The BCCl bank was 
show n to have been a 
high-yielding vehicle for 
fraud: Credit' Lyonnais fell 
as a result o! reckless 
expansior; under the 
benign eye of the state; 
and Barings was brought 
down by u combinuiion of 
fraud by u trader o.nJ lax 
supervision 'oy his superi- 
ors. 

There has al.so been 
grv»wjng comrem. v^ilhln 
the BIS and in financi.tl 
circles generally, ihai the 
grovsLh of derivative mar- 
kets. and off-baIan:e sheet 


transactions, has increased 
the hidden exposure of 
links in the hanking chain 
to liquidity cri.ses. 

Many of the 2.5 points 
ore relevant u> these exam- 
ples. and the rcpv'rt said: 
“Weaknesses in the 
hanking s\ stem of a coun- 
try ... can threaten lliian* 
cial stability both vvithin 
that country and iiitema- 
lioiully. "nie need to 
improve the strength of 
financial systems has 
aiiriicied growing 

international concern." 

The recommendations 
were relea.sed for consul- 
tation sii that the plan 
could be completed befnre 
.'imui.il meetings of the 
Inieniational Mooelary 
Fund iIMFi and World 
Bank in Hong Kong in 
Sepleniher. 
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882 

3.90 

2.93 

.02-^ 

S.630 

2.120 

IRDDSTRIAL DBV.BX. 

5.3 

6.05 

1 

400 

920 

2.33 

3.30 

.03- 

5.100 

4.350 

THS B00SZII6 BX. 

13.9 

2.86 

12 

1709 

8178 

4.77 

4.92 

.05<- 

S.9S0 

2.440 

jeR.KUWAXT BAKX 

19.2 

0.00 

6 

4753 

1S544 

S.65 

3.65 

- 

* 1.090 

.820 

JOR.COLT BAKX 

4.8 

8.64 

9 

S7S0 

4660 

.83 

.81 

.02- 

4.120 

3.480 

JOSt.ZSLAKIC BARK 

18.1 

0.00 

7 

6000 

22608 

3.75 

3.77 

.02-» 

2.440 

1.000 

PHZLACSL.IirV.BR. 

9 

0.00 

3 

618 

702 

1.16 

1.14 

.02- 

BABB SECTOR TOZU.S ZNDEXx 

193.86 >aiB: 

-0.25 

50 

21850 

60033 





ZMStlftAIICS SECTOR TOTALS ZRDBEi 118.17 <CB6; 

0.00 

1 

30 

128 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR.BLECTRZC PWR. 

11.5 

7.23 

11 

206C0 

34182 

1.65 

1.66 

.01* 

5.200 

4.100 

BRAS ZRTL.BOTELS 

17.8 

2.85 

5 

270 

1192 

4.30 

4.50 

.20* 

2.800 

2.090 

S8XPPZN6 LIMES 

9.9 

8.51 

1 

650 

1528 

2.35 

2.35 


1.840 

.930 

HATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

34 

22800 

23147 

1.00 

1.02 

.03* 

.800 

.410 

HACH.BQP.RENT.KAZR. 


0.00 

4 

2300 

1242 

.54 

.54 

• 

2.200 

1.200 

HZP. EAST BOTBLS 

52:1 

0.00 

2 

214 

258 

1.30 

1.31 

.01* 

3.720 

3.990 

ARAB IKTL.INV.SOOC. 

12.1 

6.56 

5 

750 

2383 

3.03 

3.05 

.03* 

2.230 

1.650 

UEZFZED CO. 

6.0 

6.51 

4 

3000 

3380 

1.70 

1.66 

.01- 

1.200 

.710 

OMIQ!l LAND DEV. 

B 

0.00 

1 

500 

355 

.71 

.71 

• 

SBSITICB 

SECTOt TOMS ZRDBZt 103.97 <CBCs 

*1.43 

67 

50084 

67S6S ' 




3.730 

3.060 

30R. CEKEHT F3VCT. 

20.1 

2.85 

10 

1891 

6631 

3.51 

3.51 

■ 

10.400 

8.720 

30R. FETROL.RZPZRARY 

10.3 

7. 88 

1 

800 

8120 

10.16 

10.15 

.01- 

4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. KARF. 

30.0 

5.48 

31 

11779 

42980 

3.64 

3.65 

.01* 

7.250 

5.650 

JOiR.CEiUunC IHD. 

8.6 

3.60 

1 

150 

1043 

7.03 

6.95 

.07- 

2.570 

2.050 

JORDAN DAZlUr 

7.6 

10.86 

1 

SO 

113 

.1.35 

2.25 

- 

4. 750 

4.750 

JOR. PHXHT 6 PACE. 

7.5 

0.00 

1 

100 

475 

4. 75 

4.75 

- 

2.310 

1.490 

JOP. PIPES HAHFCT. 

8.3 

B.OS 

1 

700 

1043 

1.49 

1.49 


* 10.600 

8.000 

ARAB CHEH. DTRECH- 

31.3 

3.85 

2 

300 

2340 

8.00 

T.eo 

.30- 

6.050 

4.350 

OAR ALDAMA Otf.IISV. 

13.0 

4 20 

3 

1100 

5240 

4.75 

4.76 

.01* 

5.400 

3.130 

ARAB ALOH.ZIID. 

B.3 

9.06 

2 

75 

24B 

3.40 

3.31 

.09- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK £ PODLTRY 

11.4 

0.00 

29 

31791 

27515 

.54 

.54 

■ 

1.400 

1.040 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

7.3 

9.59 

10 

5400 

5760 

1.05 

l.oa 

.03* 

1.020 

.540 

HATZOnU. XKDS. 

8.9 

ID. 00 

13 

7300 

4300 

.60 

.60 

■ 

1.540 

.730 

ntTERKEO. PETRO. CHEH. 


0.00 

34 

13550 

10503 

.79 


.02- 

3.730 

2.130 

KATL.CABLS HIRE-MFAC 

ib;: 

D.DO 

15 

8850 

23332 

3.53 

3.50 

.03- 

1.170 

.570 

JOR. SOLPBO-CHEH 


0.00 

43 

30500 

33494 

.73 

.75 

.03* 

1.870 

1.130 

ARAB PHARH.CKEK. 

28.3 

0.00 

2 

800 

1115 

1.40 

1.40 

• 

2.740 

1.420 

OKZV. HODR.IR08. 

4.6 

13.07 

8 

7000 

10710 

1.53 

1.53 


1.830 

1.140 

JOR. ZBSS. RESOURCES 

15.9 

8.47 

10 

2400 

2833 

1.17 

1.18 

.01* 

1.27D 

.840 

JOR. REN CABLE 00. 

24.3 

0.00 

17 

10600 

9464 

.90 

.89 

.01- 

1.360 

l.OBO 

ZHTL. TOBACCO 

37.3 

0.00 

7 

2900 

3364 

1.16 

1.16 

■ 

1.470 

.900 

nniON CB. 6 VEC. 

28.8 

0.00 

4 

750 

683 

.90 

.91 

.01* 

ZKDUSnUAL SECTOR TOTALS ZHDEXe 116 

46 ZCHC; 

-O.OS 

244 

138786 

179382 




CRASS TOTAL 


ZKDEX; 152.43 iCBCs 

-0.08 

362 

210750 

307007 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR 
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.690 

.370 

CENTRAL BEN. STORAGE 

16.4 

0.00 

11 

16900 

7011 

.43 

.41 

.02- 

.790 

.440 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.3 

0.00 

7 

10550 

4798 

.44 

.46 

.02* 

.850 

.670 

DK20N XNV. SOI 

65.1 

0.00 

S 

12750 

2185 

.67 

.68 

.01* 

.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

14 

14700 

6174 

.41 

.42 

.01* 

n .950 

.740 

AL-5BARQ INV. 75Z 

E 

0.00 

2 

1068 

608 

.82 

.82 


.740 

.510 

ARAD FOOD 6 MED. 

B 

0.00 

7 

11850 

6755 

.57 

.57 

- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL- CBLORZNB 

B 

0.00 


2100 

3034 

1.44 

1.44 

a 

.690 

.430 

ARAB ZBTL.IHV.TRD. 

0 

0.00 

4 

2000 

880 

.44 

.44 

- 

.850 

.400 

RAIL.HULT.ENC.HAHXCO 

E 

0.00 

45 

47550 

25154 

.51 

.53 

.02* 

.980 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

10 

5650 

4294 

.75 

.76 

.01* 

.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. IRDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

150 

77 

.51 

.51 

- 

1.330 

.900 

UBZOR TOBACCO 75Z 

E 

0.00 

2 

400 

260 

.90 

.90 

- 

.770 

.550 

RASI FBARK. 65> 

S 

0.00 

30 

31450 

8405 

.60 

.62 

.02* 

.660 

.390 

ZEDS. ENG. 

25.9 

0.00 

4 

5000 

2073 

.41 

.42 

.01* 

.960 

.760 

ZNDS. CXRAKIC 

B 

0.00 

3 

1500 

1158 

.77 

.78 

.01* 

.820 

.590 

RAIL. POULBUr 

E 

0.00 

4 

8500 

5060 

.59 

.62 

.03* 

.870 

.530 

NIO.BAST COMPLEX 

9.3 

0.00 

17 

29850 

23603 

.79 

.79 

— 

4.250 

3.430 

ARAB STEEL PIPES 

27.7 

2.92 

1 

100 

342 

3.60 

3.42 

.18- 

6BA1IB TOTAL 





169 

202068 

101857 
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Economists say 
Bahrain to remain 
Gulf banking hub 


M.\.N.-\M.^ iRi — B.ihrain 
will keep it.s posiiion as the 
Gulf's main hanking and 
financial cenU'e in the face 
of regional coinpelilion. but 
it should work so forge 
closer lies with Asian mar- 
kets to benefit from eco- 
nomic growth there, econo- 

mis!.^ *jid. 

"1 Lhiuk Bahrain would 
stand firm a.s a bunking and 
finaneul centre not only in 
the Gulf but probably in the 
Middle East." a senior .Arab 
banker told Reuters on the 
.sidelines of a iwivd.iy Gulf 
economic forum. 

“I don't see any other 
country in the region could 
easily take over, simply 
because the island has pre- 
pared the ground to become 
a financial hub since the 
early 1970s," he added. 

.Analy.sLs say Bahrain, 
w-here economic growth 
has been sluggish in the 
past few yeor.s amid dwin- 
dling oil reserves. Is facing 
increasing competition 
from other Gulf states — 
p.injcularly Dubai in the 
United .Arab Emirates. 

Bonque Indosuez closed 
its irea.<ury department in 
Bahrain at the end of 1996 
and Swiss Banking Corp 
last year closed its offshore 
banking unit in the island. 

But a new bunk. First 
Islamic Investment Bank, 
opened in Bolirain in 
November. Saudi .Arabia's 
.AI Jomaih Group and 
Kuwaiti investors sci up the 
offshore investment bank. 

.A $35 million private 
equity placemeni offered 
by the bank in March to 
inve.stors in .Arab Gulf 
states and South East .Asia 
to raise its paid-in capiial to 


$.50 iiiillioii lud l>ecn over- 
subscrihed by .^u percent. 

Officials .11 the Bahrain 
Miinetaiv Agency, the cen- 
tral bank. s.iid there were- 
db otfvhoie hanking unii.s 
opcT.iting in the island :ii 
ihe end of with total 
;issets nf .Sb7 billion. 

Econonilsi.«{. however, say 
in icnii.s of value added 
Bahrain benefited little 
from hanking, but should 
foster closer lies w iih iic.tr- 
by .Asian counirie.s and fol- 
low their e.xainple. 

''Bahrain .should work to 
strengiheii its link.s with 
.Asian counuie.s to benefit 
from economic growth 
there," another economi.st 
said. 

Bahrain's Prime Minister 
Khulifu Bin Sulman Al 
Khalifa, who inuuguniied 
the foruni, praised the 
Asian economic approach. 

“I cal! for a .study of their 
successful econoniic exper- 
imeni...to contribute 
towards our goal of pros- 
perity for everyone and 
consolidation of the pillor.'t 
of security and stability.” he 
said. 

Bahrain's Finance and 
National Economy Minis- 
ter Ibrahim .Abdul Karim 
.shared their views and 
urged .Arab Gult states to 
forge close economic link.s 
with the booming .A.sian 
Countries. 

"Wc need to pay increas- 
ing attention to our rela- 
tionships with those 
economies which are 
already today — and vshich 
in the next cemury will 
continue to he — a major 
source of world economic 
growth.” Mr. .Abdul Karim 
told the uatherina. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6ih Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 610605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi vrillas furnished or 
L. unftjmished for rent , 


STUDIO HRIG 

Pm^ssionat quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

iShmeisani > Opposite 
' Giindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


/4m mM 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* One A Two Bedrooms * Folly 
fqa^ped Khettonettes * DaSjr & 
Loss Stay * Beasoaabte Rites 


jih Cirdf 

Tcl 692672 Fax 674551 


© 
CROMIfOCL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOC 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-F1TNE8SROOM' 

-TENNIS & SQUASH- 
■ COURTS ■ 

TEL: 7581 80. 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 



R0dJta4*> ia**t 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
u Sushi 


For Res. 812997-314118 
Mccc.T Si Daouci Center 


^'^■L.FQR your 
A dvertisement 

[ JoKlan 
Times p 

.-V ■ Call tel: ■ 'V 


;;^667171e>^^ 
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Majoli, Coetzer oust higher seeds 


AMELIA ISLAND. Florida (R) — Both eighth- 
seeded Croatian Iva Majoli and 12tb-seeded 
South A'’rican Amanda Coetzer outlasted higher- 
Tiinked opponents in the quarter-finals of the 
Bausch Lomb Championships Friday. 

Majoli. ranked ninth, b^t four^ seed and 
sixth-ranked Conchita Martinez of Spain 1-6 6-3 
6-3 in one hour. 56 minutes. Coetzer. ranked 
1 4th. defeated ninth seed and 12th-ranked 
American Mary Joe Fernandez 6-2 6-4 in 75 
minutes. 

After a five-week break because of a thigh 
injury. 11th seed Mary Pierce of France looked 
indestructible os she won a 6-2 6- 1 victory over 
error-plagued second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain. 

“I played really well and was really focused,” 
Pierce said. didn't make mistakes. I did every- 
thing 1 had to do." 

Eighth-ranked American Lindsay Davenport 
disp^ed of unseeded Jana Kandair of Germany 
6-2 6-2 in 58 minutes. 


A tall serve-and-volleyer, Davenport is not 
known for her prowess on clay courts but this 
week is playing near perfect tennis. She has yet 
to lose her ser\e in three matches played. 

‘Tve won four utles on clay, so T am a little 
deceiving." Davenpon said. “I don't mind the 
clay and f don't love 1 l I don't slide very well, so 
I play hardcourt tennis on the clay courts.'* 

In the semifinals. Davenport takes on Coetzer. 
while Majoli meets pierce. 

Martinez embarrassed Majoli in their first set. 
The Spaniard won 12 of the fu^t 14 points played ' 
and the first rive games before Majoli held serve 
in the sixth game. 

"In the beginning, I was making too many 
errors." Majoli said. "Maybe I needed to get used 
to her game a little bit." 

Martinez could not keep up the fast pace she 
established in the first seL Majoli was quick to 

seize the opportunity and take control of the 
match after losing her serve in the first game of 
the second set 


•‘She started playing great and making winners 
in the second seu" Martinez said. T just got real- 
ly, really tired." 

In the second game of the second set, Martinez 
had one game point m 40-30, but when she ended 
up losing her serve, tl% match turned in Majoli’s 
favour. 

The 15th-ranked Pierce could do no wrong dur- 
ing the 59-minute match, blasting winner after 
winner and often creasing the sidelines with per- 
fect shots. 

Pierce, winner of her last four matches against 
Sanchez Vicario, lost only 10 points in eight ser- 
vice games. 

Fernandez dominated the previous meet- 
ings with Coetzer, winning seven of nine times. 
But Friday, she never looked comfortable or 
entirely into the match. 

“She w'osn't willing to stay out there and play a 
really long match," Coetzer said. 


rviang to meet Rafter 
in Hong Kong 


HONG KONG I.R) — Top 
seed Michael Chang brought 
the 14-maich winning run of 
Sweden’s ^omas 

Johansson to a halt on 
Saturday and reached the 
final of the Hong Kong 
Open. 

Chinese-American Chang, 
winner of the Hong Kong 
Open in 1994 and 1995 and 
runner-up to Pete Sampras 
last year, eased p^t 
Johansson 7-6 6-4 in a dis- 
appointing semillnal. 

Chang will now meet 
Australia's Patrick rafter in a 
repeat of the 1994 final. The 
fi^-seeded rafter reached 


the final after Americ^ 
qualifier Brian Macphie. 
ranked 308th in the world, 
was forced to retire with an. 
upper ann injury when trail- 
ing 3-6 6-1 3-0 in the other 
semifinal. 

Macphie came out with all 
guns blazing and surprised 
Rafter in the first set with 
explosive serves and solid 
gioundstrokes. 

Bui he failed to keep his 
left arm warm during a 
break while Rafter had a 
blocked ear cleared by a 
doctor and it tightened 
upduring the second set. 

Chang and Johansson, 


both with two titles on the 
circuit this year, swapped 
ser\'c six times in the first set 
before Chang won .a •. 
tiebreaker. 

In the second set Chai^ 
upped the tempo and his 
solid baseline play and abili- 
ty to run down seeming 
irretrievable shots gave hiai • 
the edge over the 22-yeap ■ 
old fourth seed. 

Rafter said he would oc 
careful about where and- 
what he ate on Saturday, 
ni^t. On the eve of the 1994. 
final he had some seafood 
and then suffered from food 
poisoning during the match. 


A’s Spoil Yankees’ home opener in 12th inning; Padres beat Phillies 


NEW YORK (R) — Rafael 
Boumigal delivered a two- 
out RBI single in the 12th 
inning and scored on a sin- 
gle by Scott Brosius as the 
Oakland .Athletics spoiled 
the World Series champion 
New York Yankees* home 
opener 3-1 on Friday. 

"1 always stay in shape to 
stay ready to do the job 
when 1 get the chance." said 
Boumigal. who came into 
the game as a defensive 
replacement. “Yankee stadi- 
um has a great atmosphere. 

The fans are really into 
it." 

Jeff Nelson fO-3). who has 
three of New York’s five 
lo.sses. allowed two runs 
and two hits in three innings 
as New York had a five- 
game winning streak in 
home openers halted. 

Aaron Small (2-0). who 
was recalled from the 
minors on Wednesday and 
got a win against Boston the 
same day. walked two and 
struck out one in three hit- 
less innings. 

“Hus was just a great day 
for me." Small said. “I was 
ag^ssivc. Things are 
going well." 

Thi Yankees appeared 
headed for a 1-0 victory 
until the ninth inning, when 
Mark McGwire sent 
Mariano Rivera's first pitch 
464 feet into the centre- 
field bleachers to tie the 
game. It was just the 14th 
time a player has homered 
into that part of Yankee sta- 


dium. the seventh by a visit- 
ing player. 

The crowd of 56,710 — 
the largest regular-season 
crowd since Yankee stadi- 
um was remodelled for the 
1976 season — witnessed 
the raising of the world 
championship banner by 
manager Joe Torre and for- 
mer Yankees captain Don 
Mattingly. 

The loss spoiled a stellar 
pitching effort by David 
Cone, who threw seven- 
plus shutout innings to 
extend his scoreless streak 
against Oakland to 2 1 . 

“It's disappointing to lose 
this way. but I have to feel 
good about the way I was 
physically," said Cone, 
whose 12 strikeouts were 
his best performance as a 
Yankee. ‘T haven't felt this 
good since early in my Mets 
days. I'm throwing with 
more velocity and life. I 
was definitely in control." 

Paul O'Neill singled in 
Tino Martinez in the sev- 
enth for the game's first 
run. 

fn Boston, Randy Johnson 
pitched six strong innings to 
earn his firet win since May 
12 and rich Amaral had two 
hits and two RBI as the 
Seattle mariners spoiled the 
Red Sox’ home opener, 5-3. 

In Geveland, Sandy 
Alomar went 4-for-5 and 
Kevin Mitchell and Manny 
Ramirez both stroked three- 
run homers as the Indians 
had their best-ever output in 



Cincinnati Reds' Reggie Sanders (R) steals second base as he slides in safe under the tag of Florida Marlins’ Kurt 
Abbott during the fourth inning of play at Cinergy Field in Ciocinnati. Marlins* manager Jim Leyland came ont to 
contest the with second base umpire Angel Hernandez fRenters photo) 


a home opener, 15-3 over 
the Anaheim Angels. 

The Indians, playing. in 
front of a Jacobs field re^- 
lar-season i^ord crowd of 
42,643. banged out 20 hits. 

Alomar set a new career 
high by scoring four times. 
Omar Vizquel knocked in 
four runs with three hits and 
Marquis Grissom went 3- 
for-3 with a pair of RBI. 

David justice also bad 
three hits for the Indians, 
who batted around twice in 


a pair of six-nm innings. 

Chad Ogea (2-0) got the 
win. Mark Gubicza (0-1.) 
was smashed for six runs 
and seven hits in one-plus 
inning, falling to 9-27 with 
a 4.83 era in April and 
remaining winless against 
Cleveland since September 
27, 1993. He is 10-9 life- 
time against the Indians. 

In DecroiL Matt Walbeck 
stole home and had a sacri- 
fice fly and Damion Easley 
added two doubles and 


scored a nm as the Hgeis 
edged the Chicago white 
Sox 5-4 for their fi^ .win in 
the. last seyen games. ' . 

In Baltimore. Mike 
Mussina U-1) allowed one. 
run on three tuts with two 
walks and four strikeouts 
over seven innings and 
Rafael Palmeiro homered 
twice and drove in four runs 
as the Orioles beat the 
Texas Rangers 9-3. 

Palmeiro has 10 RBI in 
his last seven games. 


John Burkett (0-1) took 
the loss. 


Florida^ Rapp 
shuts out Rf^ 


Pat Rapp pitched a five- 
hitter for his first shutout in 
19 months and Moises 
Alouand Kurt Abbott home- 
red as the Florida Marlins 
won their fifth straight 
Frida)^. 10-0 over the 
slumping Cincinnati Reds. 

Rapp (1-0), who earned a 


spot in the starting rotation 
during spring training, 
walked two and struck out 
one while throwing only 99 
pitches. It was his first 
shutout since he pitched the 
only one-hitter in Coors 
field history in a 17-0 rout 
of Colorado In 1995. 

Marlins pitchers have 
tossed consecutive 

shutouts, limiting oppo- 
nents to just six hits. Alex 
Fernandez had a one-hitter 
in Thursday's 1-0 victory at 
Chicago. 

The Marlins improved the 
majors' best record to 8-1 
and have not lost since a 9- 
7 defeat by Cincinnati on 
April 4. 

The Reds have not won 
since that game, dropping 
five straight and surrender- 
ing 43 runs during that 
span. 

In Pittsburgh. Ramon 
Martinez scattered five hits 
and four walks over seven 
shutout inningg as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers pulled 
away for a 7-1 victory over 
the Pirates. 

Martinez (I-I) struck out 
five. Three relievers 
worked the final two 
innings. 

Francisco Cordova (1-1) 
kept Pittsburgh in the game, 
allowing thr^ runs and six 
hits in seven innings with a 
walk and two strikeouts. He 
was looking for bis second 
victory over the Dodgers in 
six days. 

Los Angeles catcher Mike 


Piazza left after being hit by 
a pitch to lead off the sec- 
ond. He suffered a contu- 
sion of the left elbow and 
X-rays were negative. 
Piazza will be re-evaluated 
Saturday. 

In St. Louis, Ron Gant's 
two-out, two-run homer 
snapped an eighth-inning 
tie and lifted the Cardinals 
past the Houston Astros 4- 
2. 

Gant's first homer of die 
season came off Astros 
starter Shane Reynolds (1- 
1) and broke a 2-2 det^- 
lock. The win gave the 
Cardinals consecutive vic- 
tories for the first time this 
season after opening the 
year with six straight losses. 

In Philadelphia, Steve 
Finley drove in four runs, 
including a bases-loaded 
uiple that keyed a five-nin 
seventh inning, and Tony 
Gwynn added three hits as 
the San Diego Padres post- 
ed on 8-3 victory in the 
Phillies' home opener. 

The Phillies, who went 3- 
6 on a season-opening nine- 
game west coast road trip, 
were trying to keep ace Curt- 
SchiUing (2^1) unbeaten in 
three starts, but the right- 
hander was ripp^ for seven 
runs in 6 2/3 innings. 

Sterling Hitchcock (2-0) 
woo his second straight 
Stan, limiting die niillies to 
three runs and eight hits in 6 
2/3 innings with two walks 
and five strikeouts. 


LEGAL ADVISOR 


PUBLIC RfeLATJOM^ EXPERT 


EXECUTIVE PRIVATISATION UNIT . 
GOVERNMENT OF HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 


Executive Privatisation Unit 
Government of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


The Government of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has embarked on a privatisation programme ! 
which covers sectors such as telecommunications, electricity, transport, tourism and industry. TheS 
Executive Privatisation Unit (EPU), agency responsible for the design and implementation of the 
programme, wishes to recruit a la^er. as Legal Advisor to the Secretariat, to advise and assist in 
legal issues, activities involved in privatisation. The person shoutd possess: 

• Minimum of 10-year experience in corporate law; 

• Good knowledge of the Jordanian laws on property: labour; foreign Investment; status,, 
establishment and functioning of business organisations; 

• Experience in merger and ac|quisitions,' privatisation transactions, and business negotiations; 

• Computer literacy and experience in word processing; 

• Strong command of written and oral English; and 

• Masters degree in law. 


The Government of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has embarked on a privatisation programme 
which covers sectors such as telecommunications, electricity, transport, tourism and industry The 
Executive Privatisation Unit (EPU), agency responsible for the design and implementation of this 
programme, wishes to recruit a professional, to assist the Secretariat in its public relations activities. 
The person should possess: 

• Minimum of 5-year experience in marketing, advertising and public relations* I 

• Good knowledge of the local marketing sector; 

• Computer literacy and experience in word processing and spreadsheets; 

• Strong command of written and oral English; and 

• Preferably, masters degree in business administration, with emphasis on marketinq or oublic 

relations. ® 


The Legal Advisor will be expected to: 


isiauv.'MO. 

Privatisation experience is not a requirement but a significant advantage. 


Assist in drafting legal documents involved in privatisation transactions (e.g., share sale and 
purchase agreement, concession contract, request *for proposal, employee participation 
schemes, etc.); 

Advise on iegal/regulatory preparatory work for specific PEs/industries as part of their 
privatisation, if necessary; 

Advise on legal issues (e.g., labour, contractual, liability, etc.) involved in all stages of the 
transaction (i.e., pre-privatisation, during privatisation, post-privatisation); 

Assist in responding to investors' legal inquiries; 

Assist in negotiations with prospective buyers/financial advisors and in signing of the contract; 
and 


In case of large transactions, requiring extensive legal/regulatory work, monitor performance of 
the law firm recruited for the transaction. 


This will be a part time position for a period of not less than one year. Salary will be commensurate 
with qualifications and experience. 

Applications with recent CVs should be sent to the following address by April 30, 1 997. 


P.O. Box 80 Amman - Jordan. 


The Public Relations Expert will be expected to: 

• Deagn a communication/marketing campaign to promote the privatisation programme and the 

hrU s activities; ® 

• awareness of and support to the programme through marketing campaigns and i 

• Ensure rapid spread of information to all parties involved in and affected by Drivatisation- 

• Ensure continuous communication with all parties involved in and affected bv Drivatisation- 

• Issue pre^ noti^s. newsletters, brochures etc. on a regular basis to keep the puKnformed 
and arcSbH^ programme and planned activities, and to sustain transparency, credibility, 

’ transactions and issue invitations for expressions of interest in local/international : 

’ TV/radio programmes etc. on privatisation-related matters- and 

• Assis the EPU in answenng press clippings, all general inquiries and issues raise^kboMt thP 

overall programme, specific transactions and functioning of the EPU. aoout the 

The position will be offered to a suitable candidate for a period of not less than nno wear .:n 

Applications with recent CVs should be sent to the following address by April 30 1 997 * 

P-0- Box 80 Amman - Jordan I 


CINEMA TEL634144 CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILHDELPHIH I PHILADELPHIA "2” 


CINEMA 


H- 

'v PHILHDELPHIH “1” 

S 

Billy Zane& 

>1 

Kristy Swanson... in 

CE 

THE PHANTOM 

Q 


a 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 




Hugh Grant & 
Julianne Moore in 


MA TEL:699238 

PLflZR 

Mel Gibson ....in 


NINE MONTHS 


RANSOM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINaflA TEU677420 ^ 

CONCORD 

GONCORO “1" 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS...IN 
EVTTA (new piint) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:30. 10 30 

SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


l*Jabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The play is currently being 
performed in Qatar 
We will be back during 
Al Adha Holiday 
For reservations call 625155 
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Tired Moya slumps out 
of Estoril Open 


ESTORIL, Portugal fRi — 
Spanish number one Carlos 
Moya losi limply in straight 
sets to compatriot Francisco 
Clavet in the quarter-rinaJs 
of the Estoril Open on 
Friday as the toumamem 
took on a totally Spanish 
flavour. 

Gavet. who needed just 63 
minutes to dispatch the 
Australian Open runner-up 
6-1 6-3, DOW meets coumrj - 
man Feli.\ Mantilla for a 
place in Sunday's rinal. 

The other semifinal w'ili 
be between Spaniards 
Ja\'ier Sanchez and Alex 
Corretja both of whom 
breez^ into the last four 


after each of their oppo- 
nents retired inju.'-ed in the 
second set. 

Sanchez beat Austria's 
Gilbert Schaller. surprise 
first round victor o\ er world 
number four Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia, when 
the Austrian abandoned 
their quarter-final with a 
pulled muscle when he was 
trailing 6-0 -1- 1 . 

Frenchman Fabrics 
Santoro withdrew with a 
back injury when he was 4- 
0 down in the second set 
against Corretja after hav- 
ing lost the fir^ 6-3. 

Moya, world number 
eighL blamed oredness and 


what he said was a hea\y 
type of ball used in the tour- 
nament for his surprisingly 
eas>' defeat by ClaveL 
ranked 27 places below 
him. 

Mantilla, who was 
delighted with his perfor- 
mance. defeated another 
Spaniard Albeno 

Berasategui 6-4, 6-1 in ihe 
last of the quaner-finals. 
Mantilla said he had been '*a 
bit lucky" in die first set 
which could have gone 
either way, but that in the 
second his superior fitness 
began to tell as Berasategui 
tired. 


Raduiescu ousts Washington 
to reach Indian Open semis 

MADRAS (R) — Gennan 
Alex Raduiescu took advoii- 
tage of a kuee injury hani.-' 
periiig American Malivai 
Washington to oust last 
year's Wimbledon runner- 
up in the Indian open quar- 
ter-finals Friday. 

Romanian-bom 
Raduiescu. ±e fifth seed 
ranked S8ih in the world, 
beat third seed and \\'orld 
No. 26 Washington 6-3 6-4. 

Radulescu's semifinal 
opponent will be unseeded 
Frenchman Gerard Solves, a 
6-4 1 -6 6-2 victor over qual- 
ifier Rainer Schunler of 
Germany. 

In the other quarter-finals, 
sixth seed Miluel TiUstrom 
of Sweden beat fourth-seed- 


t proors'^- 
indusIH' » 
nation 
ins sciiviif^ 



unci '■■'I 


Raduiescu. a semifinalist 
in the inaugural Indian Open 
toumamem at New Delhi 
last year, seized the advan- 
tage with his booming ser- 
vice and used the width of 
the court to tire Washington. 

"The knee injury was nag- 
ging me and it affected my 
mobility." Washington said. 
"But Alex was in brilliant 
touch with his rushing shots 


Malivai Washington 

and his service winners 
made him a potent force." 

Pavel. who shocked 
Krajicek in the second 
round, was in fine form 
against .Norman, ' who 
b^ame exhausted in the 
first seL 

Doctors were summoned 


to examine him in the sec- 
ond set but allowed him to 
continue after testing his 
blood pressure. 


Jazz rout Rockets for 15th win 


SALT LAKE CITY. Utah 
t'R) — Kwl Malone scored 
28 points as the Utah Jazz 
.matched a franchise rectMd 
with ibeir 15th consecutive 
win, a 104-83 rout of the 
Houston Rockets Friday. 

Bry'on Russell added 19 
points for the Jazz, who 
also won IS straight games 
from mid-Novemb^ to 
mid-December. 

Utah, which already has 
clinched home-court 
advantage throughout the 
Western Conference play- 
offs, reached the 60-win 
mark for the second time in 
three seasons. 

The Rockets slipped into 
a tie uith the Lakers for the 
third spot in the West 
"It was a nice win." said 
Jazz coach Jerry Sloan. 
"Most of the guys were a 
little bit tired, but we hung 
in there pretty' well and 
played them fairly decenL” 
Hakeem Olajuwon 
scored 1 9 points and Mario 
Elie added 1 3 for Houston, 
which split four games 
w'ith Utah this season. 

Charles Barkley bad just 
10 points. Clyde Drexler 
was held (o ei^t points on 
2-of-15 shooting, including 

I- of-7 from three-point 
range. 

“We didn't play well," 
understated Drexler. "We 
looked like a tired group. 
But you have to give them 
credit, they played well." 

At L(» Angeles, 
Shaquille O'Neal and Nick 
Van Exel returned from 
injuries and scored 24 
points apiece as the Lakers 
ended dte Phoenix Suns' 

II- game winning streak 
with a 1 1 4-98 liciory. 

O’Neal, who missed 28 
games since suffering liga- 
ment damage to hTs left 
knee, was 12-of-22 Irom 
the floor and grabbed 11 
rebounds in 24 minutes. He 
left after suffering a cut 
above his right eye, but 
retuined for tte third quar- 
ter after getting one stitch. 

Van Exel, who missed 
three games with a bruised 
knee, added nine assists 
and keyed a third-quaner 
run for the Lakers, who 
won for the eighth time in 
10 games and moved with- 
in one-half game of fint- 
place Seattle in the Pacific 
Division. 

Kevin Johnson scored 23 
points and Rex Chapman 
18 for the Suns, who fell 
into seventh place in the 
West, one-half game 
behind Minnesota. 

At Washington, Juwan 
Howard scored 21 points to 
lead six players in double 
figures as the Bullets 
defeated the New Jereey 
Nets 109-90 to take sole 
possession of the eighth 
and final playoff spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

In Boston, David Wesley 
scored five points in the 
final 35 seconds of over- 
time as the Celtics snapped 
their 10-game losing streak 
and dealt the Cleveland 
Cavaliers’ playoff chances 
a crippling blow with a 
103-101 victory. 

Todd Day posted a season 
high with six three-pointers 
en route to 30 points for the 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 
Land Cruiser 1992 
For more information 
Please call 823100 Ext.; 242 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent centi^ heating, telephone, maid 
room; spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

For more information please call: 

Tel.: 665711 



'jurf^S 


Shakshir Rent A Car Co. 
HERTZ AGENTS 
New Telephone Numbers 
Shakshir Rent a Car Co., HERTZ Agents, 
announces that Its main office at the Middle East 
Hotel, Shmeisani will have new telephone 
numbers as follows as of April 1 5, 1 997 ; 

5538958 / 5538989 
Fax. 5528406 

Regarding our branches, the old numbers will 
remain as they are with no changes at all as 
follows: 

Wadi Saqra branch: 


Tel: 704191/704192 

Aqaba branch 

Tel: 03-316206 Fax: 03-31 61 25 

The Airport branch: 

Tel: 08-51345 / 08-51346 


JOB 

Aquamarina Hotels 
seeking employment 

MASSAGE & AEROBATICS 
SPECIALIST 

Candidates should have: 

* Minimum 3 years experience . 

* Good command of English language. 

Qualified persons should send the CV to: 

Fax #: 03 314271 
Att. General Manager 



Los Angeles Lakers' Shaquille O'Neal sinks two points in the first period as Phoenix Suns’ Mike Brown (45) 
watches during O'Neal's first game back following eight weeks on the injured lisu O'Neal required surgery on his 
knee after landing incorrectly while grabbing a rebound (Reuters photo) 


Celtics, who won for just 
the second time in their last 
20 games. 

Terrell Brandon recorded 
31 points, 11 assists and 
seven rebounds for the 
Cavaliers, who have five 
games left to cry to claw- 
back into the playoff eight. 

At DetroiL AmlTony 
Mason scored 23 points 
and the Charlotte Hornets 
established u franchise 
record for victories in a 
season with a 93-85 win 
over the plummeting 
Pi.stons. 

Charlotte, which also set 
team records with its fifth 
straight road victory and 
23rd of the season, 
improved to 51-26, one win 


better than its 1 994-95 sea- 
son. 

Ricky Pierce added 20 
fK)ints for Charlotte, which 
pulled into a tie with the 
Pistons for fifth place in the 
East. 

Joe Dumars scored 21 
points. including the 
J 5.000th of his” NBA 
career, for the pistons, who 
suffered their fourth 
stmighi loss. Grant Hill 
recorded 20 points, 14 
rebounds and 10 ussisLs for 
his league-leading ilih 
triple-double of the season 
and 22nd of his career. 

At Indiana, the .Atiomu 
Hawks hit seven of their 
first nine shots and led by 
as many as 20 points in the 


first quarter before coasting 
to a 1 04-92 victory over the 
Pacers. 

Mook.:e Blaylock and 
Steve Smith >cured 2.' 
poinLs apiece to lead the 
Havvks, who shot 5.‘' per 
cent from the field. The 
win moved .wilaniu into a 
lie with the idle Knicks fv«r 
third place in the Eastern 
Conference. New ^ork 
holds the tiebreaker. 

In Sacramento. .Mitch 
Richmond scored 24 points 
and Corliss Williamson 
added 22 and a career-high 
I.' rebounds as the Kings 
kept their slim plavoff 


hopes alive with a 
victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 

The Kings are 2 l.’2 
games behind the Clipper** 
for the eigliih spot in the 
We.siem Conference. 

In .Milv\aukec. Glenn 
Rohin.son scored 4(1 poiius 
— .'2 in (he second half — 
and Kiiv .Allen .uiJed 27 .i> 
the Bucks handed die 
Philadelphia 76ers their 
si\(h straight loss. 1 2b- 1 1 S. 

Rookie Allen Iverson had 
44 points, his third consec- 
utive 40-point clfotl. for 
Philadelphia. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms (one master), 3 baths, living 
room, dining room, giiest room, office room, 
telephone, elevator. 

Location: Al Rabieh, near Al Rabieh Bakery. 
TeL: 603116, 079-23359 


Furnished Semi Villa For Rent 

First floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
American kitchen, central heating, telephone, 
satellite dish, own garden and garage . 

Walking distance from SAFEWAY. 

Calf: 813382, 816701, 5513402 


TEACHER8 NEEDED 
(All subjects arid grade levels) 
at the Abdul Hamid Sharaf Secondary School 
'for the 1997/98 academic year. 

Minimum requirement: BA or.BSc degree 
Good English Necessary 
Apply 'in person atithe school 
between 9:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. 
on Monday & Tuesday, April 14 & 15, 1997. 
Telephone 814188 


Luxurious Fully Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Second floor of an area 330 sam., Jabal 
Amman, 4th circle, opposite Greek and 
Korean ambassador's residences. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, family room, kitchen. 
I telephone, independent central heating, 
garage, elevator. Annual rent. 

TeL: 666018 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 



Modern Air-Conditioned Busses Around the 

Every 30 Minutes to the Airport and Back 

AIRPORT EXPRESS ^ ^ 

Special Reduced Fares at 500 Fils for Airport Staff 

For Further Details Call Airport Branch 08-51S31, Abdali Branch 6533T3, Office : 858874/5 
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Pope in Bosnia 
on visit amidst 
fears of attacks 

Explosives found on pontiff’s 
motorcade route in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (A?) — 

Pope John Paul n arrived 
in the Bosnian capital 
Saturday on a long- 
delayed' mission of peace 
that was in t^ger of being 
overshadowed by hatreds 
left from a Jong 'and bitter 
war. 

Just hours before the 
Pope's Jet touched down at 
Sarajevo's ai^ort police 
found 23 mines, plastic 
explosives and detonators 
hidden under a bridge 
along the 76-year-old pon- 
tiff's route from the airport 
to the city centre. 

Bosnian offidals said the 
explosives appeared to 
have been planted 
overnight. They were 
removed safely, and interi- 
or ministry spokesman 
Suad Amautovic said the 
area was secure. 

There was no indicadon 
who planted the devices, 
but there ha.s been a series 
of explosions at churches 
and mosques in Bosnia to 
heighten tensions and dis- 
courage the Pope from 
coming. 

At the airport, a former 
front-line area sandwiched 
by shattered suburbs where 
many people struggle to 
survive, security was dght 
North AUaniic Treaty 
Organisadon (NATO) 
helicopters circled over- 
head, soldiers were posted 
on rooftops and armoured 
vehicles guarded key areas. 

Pope John Paul waved to 
the crowd from the air- 
plane before making his 
way down the stairs to kiss 
a box of Bosnian earth. He 
was greeted by religious 
and political lexers 
including Bosnian 

President Alija Izetbegovic 
and Roman Catholic 
Cardinal Vmko Puljic. 

The Pope was seated 
under a canopy in the yel- 
low-and-whice papal 
colours for a welcoming 
ceremony. The welcoming 
coaimictee included three 
women — a Muslim, a 
Serb and a Croat — who 
lost husbands or sons in the 
Bosnian war, and a pair of 
children who suffered the 
death of a parenL 

Their presence symbol- 
ised the Pope's mission in 
Bosnia, said Father Moija 
Bride, a spokesman for the 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Bosnia. 

"The Pope is coming first 
of all to visit those u'ho 
suffered most in the war,’* 
he said. 

Officials have put on a 
massive security effort, but 


they have warned in the 
days leading up to the visit 
that dangers remained. 

More £an 1 1,000 police, 
bxked by ami-sniper 
teams, expiosives-sniffing 
dog teams and helicopters 
of the NATO-led peace 
force, are providing securi- 
ty for the Pope’s 25-hour 
visit The highlight is a 
mass at Sarajevo's Kosevo 
stadium on Sunday morn- 
ing. 

At the same stadium just 
48 hours later. 2,500 
Bosnian army soldiers will 
march in a parade marking 
the army's fifth anniver- 
sary. a reminder of both the 
war that ended in 1995 and 
the wariness that a new 
conflict could start. Mr. 
Izetbegovic will review the 
parade from the same 
stand the Pope uses. 

Pope Jo^ Paul on 
Wednesday called 

Sarajevo a "sad symbol of 
the tragedies that have 
struck Europe in the 20tfa 
century." 

He wanted to visit the 
Bosnian capital in 
September 1994. when it 
still was under Serb siege. 
That trip was cancelled 
because Serbs refused to 
ensure his security. 

Thousands of interna- 
tional soldiers now are 
ensuring a peace that is 
more ^an a year old. 
Authorities and the peace- 
keepers say they are confi- 
dent they can protect the 
Pope. 

loiemational soldiers, 
diplomats and civil ser- 
vants also are trying to put 
Bosnia back together, but it 
often appea^ to be more 
likely to splUt apart 

Many among the Croats, 
Pope John Paul's Roman 
Catholic flock, would pre- 
fer to join neighbouring 
Croatia than live in their 
U.S.-backed federatiou 
with Muslims that makes 
up half of Bosnia. 
Suspicions remain from 
the war Muslims and 
Croats fought in 1993- 
1994 within the broader 
Bosnian war. 

Croats from the southern 
region of Herzegovina 
have angered Muslii^ and 
some Croats alike in 
Sarajevo by hanging wel- 
come posters thaf show the 
Pope in a montage sur- 
rounded by young Croats 
and Croatian flags. For 
people here w'ho are sensi- 
tive to the power of nation- 
al symbols, the message is 
obvious. 


Religious Jews protest 
against Sabbath travel 
on W. Jerusalem road 

WEST JERUS.A.LEM (AFPl — Hundreds of ultra-ortho- 
dox Jews tried Saturday to block a major road in West 
Jerusalem a day before the supreme court is set to rule on 
demands to close the road during the Sabbath. 

The religious Jews who live along Bar Ilan Street threw 
rocks and other objects at passing cars, Israel radio report- 
ed. 

Police prevented several groups of the observant Jews 
from blocking traffic on the major thoroughfare, according 
to the state-run radio. 

Seven judges of the supreme court will decide Sunday if 
the road wiO be closed on Saturdays — the Jewish day of 
rest — to respect the practices of the observunt Jews living 
along Bar lion. 

Under Jewish law. strict respect for the Sabbath means 
operating no machinery on the day of resL including dri- 
ving a car. 

Several other roads ore closed in religious neighbour- 
hoods in the Holy City'. 

But secular Israelis argue the major road leading from the 
centre of the city to northern Jerusalem is used mostly by 
non-observant Jews and its closure will greatly disrupt 
travel. 

After the right-wing election victory in May last year, 
which left religious parties with unprecedented power, 
ultra-orthodox Jews held massive weekly protests on Bar 
nan to demand its closure during the Sabbath. 

Three religious parties represent 23 of the governing 
coalition's 6^seal majority in the 120-deputy Knesset, and 
they control five ministries. 

A public commission appointed by the supreme court in 
August to look into the ultra-orthodox demands made a 
temporary decision in November that Barllan should only 
be closed during prayers on the Sabbath. 

But the protesters want the road shut for the entire 
Sabbath — sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. 



PEACE ACTIVIST COLLAPSES: An Israeli soldier (ttntert watches an Israeli doctor Eitan Lvov, from Jerusalem 
(right), and Palestinian doctor Jamal Salsa, from Beit Sahoix^ attending to Israeli peace activist Uii Avneri after 
he collapsed and fainted from the heat on Satnniay. Hundreds of Palestinian and Israeli peace activists gathered 
across from Jabel Abu Ghnelm in Arab East Jerusalem where Israel has launched a Jewish settlement (Reuters 
photo) 


EU recalls envoys from 


Iran in worsening crisis 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAN ON Saturday called a German 
court ruling implicating Iranian leadens 
in terrorism as “divine benevolence." 

Thursday's verdict is “divine benevo- 
lence because it enlightens our public 
opinion about the false nsmire of 
Europe's claims to respect human 
ri^ts." state radio said. 

It denounced the ruling as "political 
and a publicity stunt” in a campaign 
against the Islamic republic.’* 

Iran's ambassador to Germany arrived 
home Saturday after a Berlin court’s rul- 
ing blaming li^an leaders for the mur- 
der of exiled dissidents plunged Tehran 
into its worst diplomatic crisis since 
1989. 

State-run Tehran Radio s^d the envoy, 
Hussein Moussavian. anrved in the 
Iranian coital Tehran for "consulta- 
tions," 

All 15 European Union (EU) nations 
except Greece recalled their ambas- 
sadors from Tehran, as did Canada, after 
a German court Thursday found four 
men guilty of (be 1992 slayings of 
Iranian lOinfisb dissidents in Berlin. It 
said Iran's top leadership ordered the 
assassinations. 

Tehran also ordered four German 
diplomats to leave, responding in kind to 
a similar German move against Iran. 

Tehran's Foisi-Ianguage newsp^rs, 
reporting the verdict for the first time 
Saturday after the Iranian weekend, 
made no mention of the court's condem- 
nation of Iran's top leaders. 

The news was repexted in full only in 
the less-widely English-language 
papers. 

'The official Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said that demonstrators 
would com'erge at the German embassy 
in Tehran Sunday. On Friday, thousaneb 
chanted slogans against Germany and 
burned U.S. and Isi^li flags in a m^h 
at die embassy. 

The demonstrators implied they would 
overrun the embassy unless Germany 
apologised to the Iranian government by 
Monday. 

The Tehran protests ore a rerun of daily 
state-run rallies in November, when Che 
Berlin court first implicated Iran's 
supreme leader. Ayatollah All Khamenei. 


and President Hasbemi Rafsanjani in the 
1992 murders. Protesters then pelted the 
embassy witii rot^n tomatoes. 

In its final verdict Thursday, the Berlin 
court said the orders came from Inn's 
top tellers, but did not name them. 

It found Kazera Darabi, an Iranian who 
worked as a green grocer in Berlin, and a 
Lebanese mao. Abbas Rhayel, guilw of 
the SepL 17, 19^ killing of Iranian 
Kurdish leader Sadiq Sharafkindl and 
three colleagues b the Mykonos restau- 
rant b Berlin. 

Both men wct sentenced to life b 
prisoa Two other Lebanese — Yousef 
Amb and Mohammad Atris — were 
convicted of bemg accessories to murder 
and given jail terms of II years and five 
years and three montiis respectively. 

A fiftii defendant. Lebanese Atallah 
^ad, was atoned. 

b a ^?eech at Tehran Univ«sity 
Friday, Mr. Rafsanjani said the EU action 
was a '‘{»ssbg storm" sirmlar to tbe- 
action taken by the £urc^)eans b 1989, 
when the late rev'ohitiooary leader 
Ayatollah RuboUah Khomeini called on 
Mustinis to IdU British audior Salman 
Rushdie, accusbg the Indian-bom writer 
of insulting Isl^ b his novel ‘The 
Satanic Verses." 

Khomeini's fatwa. or religious edicL 
unleashed a storm of protests by the 
West. £u countries called home their 
am&assadors and Iran briefly severed 
diplomatic ties with Britain, wb'ch caUed 
the a^on "an incitement to murder.*’ 

Mr. Rafsanjaai noted Biday that after a 
few months of protests over the Rushdie 
afiair EU nations returned to busbess as 
usual witii Iran. 

The cum»u criris is Iran’s worst diplo- 
matic fix since then. 

The United States, which has long 
called Iran a "rogue state" and called for 
its isolation has welcomed the EU actioiL 

Last yev, Wtshmgton tightened exist- 
ing sanctions agamst Iran, bannbg U.S. 
companies from tiadbg with Tehran 
altogether. Eurc^ is oU-ricb Iran’s only 
source of advanced Western technology. 

Germany and EU members had mab- 
lained a "critical dialogue" with Iran. 
:ugumg that it was the b^t way of bibg- 
ing chwge b ban's hardline policies. 
Germany has said it will "not p^cipaie 
for the fcHeseeable future" b close ties 


with Iran. 

After the verdict Iranian dissidents m 
Europe and some German lawmakers 
called for action against Iran, bclud^ 
freezing Iranian crabs, an action which 
would stifle Iranian imports and shake 
the foundations of Iran's ricke^ econo- 
my. 

Meanwhile b Iran, Tehran Radio filled 
breaks between its regular programmes 
Saturday with quotes from Mr. 
Rafsanjani's speech, b which be accused 
the United States and Israel of influenc- 
bg the trial. 

“Nation swept by wave of anger 
agabst Germany." screamed a ban^ 
hradllne b Saturday's Jomhuri Islami 
daily, which reported protests b several 
Iranian cities. 

The daily Iran News, which is known 
to be guided by the foreign mmiscry, 
called the impasse with Europe "the 
worst and deq^est crisis between ban 
and the EU. 

‘The present crisis, like the previous 
ones will disappear, bin Iran will now be 
b a bettor position to go after real friends 
for future lucrative busbess and com- 
mercial ties," the English-language 
newspaper said b an editmal. 

A leadbg member of the Jranian- 
backed Hi^Uab called for the expul- 
sion of Genhany's ambassador b 
Lebanon and aceuxd Bonn of seeking 
confrontation with Tehran, m remarks 
published on Saturday. 

Sheikh Sobhi Tufoyli. bead of 
Hizbollab’s radical wbg. said b a ser- 
mon during Friday jnayeis: ‘The 
German and Western presence is not 
wanted b Lebanon. We demand that the 
German ambassador leave Beirut" 

Sheikh Tufoyli also said that before the 
verdict Germany had warned its nation- 
als tp stay away from the Bekaa Vall^ b 
eastern Lebanon and Beirut's southern 
suburbs, both strongholds of the Shiite 
Hizbollah. 

'Thar shows the German authorities 
were preparing to take up a position 
towards the Islamic Republic indepen- 
dently from that of the judiciary, b Ibe 
with the West's negative policies towards 
Iran." he said. 

Hizbollah spearheads anti-Israeli 
attacks b southern Lebanon, where the 
Jewish stare occupies a border strip. 


Ben Baz condemns plan 
for Iranian Hajj protest 


Khartoum says charges 
agamst Numeiri dropped 


DUB.AI (AFP) — The mufti of Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
condemned as heresy a traditional demonstration held 
Iranian pilgrinis in Mecca every year, a day after Iran 
vowed to carry out the protest at this year's Hajj. 

"The organisation of demonstrations and processions 
during the pilgrimage to Mecca to disavow pagans is 
heresy." Sheikh .Abdul Aziz Ben Boz. Saudi Arabia’s most 
senior religious official, told the Arab daily A1 Hayat. 

“The state must ban these demonstrations as they have no 
religious basis and they harm pilgrims." the muffi told the 
London-based Saudi-owned paper. 

The official leadbg the 73.000 Iranian pilgrims to this 
year's pilgrimage m Mecca, which began on 'Ibursday and 
is due to culminate next week, said Friday the delegation 
would hold the disavowal of the pagans ceremony (Aspire 
repeated Saudi wambgs. 

Mohammad Mohammadi Rev Shahri told the Iranian 
news agency IRNA that the demonstration would be held 
"with ail its splendour" on Sunday — the sixth day of the 
lunar month. 

“There is a possibility that the ceremonies will be held 
either in (Mount) Arafat or Mina," stations on the pilgrim- 
age which are near Mecca, Islans's holiest city, he said. 

Smee its 1979 Islamic revolulioo. Tehran has regularly 
called for pilgrims to organise disavowal-of-ihe-unbetiev- 
ers demonstrations in Mecca against the United States and 
Israel. 


KHARTOUM (API — 
Criminal charges against 
ousted President Gaafar 
Numeiri have been dropped 
and he can now remro home 
from exile. Justice Minister 
Abdul Basit Sabdarat said 
b remarks published 
Saturday b the daily 
Akhbar A1 Yom. 

Mr. Numeiri seized power 
in Sudan when be led a May 
1969 coup which toppled 
an elected government. He 
ruled Sudan for nearly 16 
years before he was ousted 
by a 1985 military coup. 

He has sbee lived in exile 
in neighbouring Egypt 

During the 12-month mil- 
itary' rule which followed 
Mr. Numeiri's ouster, mili- 
tary leader Marshal Abdul 
Rahman Sewar A1 Dahab 
filed c rimin al charges 
against Mr. Numeiri which 
included corrupiioa and the 


termination of a democrati- 
cally elected govenunent. 

Mr. Sabdarat said he 
based bis decision to allow 
Mr. Numeiri to return to 
Sudan on the fact that sev- 
eral of his junta colleagues 
have had chaiges agabst 
them dropped or had been 
freed from jail foUowbg 
their conviction of corrup- 
tion charges. 

"After the issuing of this 
decision, there are no more 
charges against Numeiri 
who can now return home if 
he wishes to do so," Akhbar 
A1 Yom quoted the minister 
as saying. 

Mr. Numeiri said last year 
that he had rejected an offer 
by President Omar A1 
Bashir, b power since he 
led a 1989 coup, to return 
home to take a top govern- 
ment position. 


SPLA 

destroys 

Ugandan 

rebels' 

base 


KAMPALA (AFP) — 
Rebels in southern Sudan 
have destroyed a base 
belongbg to an insuigency 
fighting the Ugandan 
regime. Ugandan Defence 
Minister Amama Mbabari 
said Saturday. 

The minister told AFP 
that the base, near the 
southern Sudanese town of 
Aru. was attacked by fight- 
ers of the Sudan tuple's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) on 
Wednesday and lliursday. 

Mr. Mtobazi said he did 
not know if the Ugmidan 
Insuigence Group (LRA) 
leader Joseph Kony was m 
Aru during the attack. 

“These days Kony spends 
much of his time in Juba." 
Mr. Mbabazi added. Juba is 
southern Sudan's main city, 
which is currently target!^ 
by the SPLA b their latest 
offensive agains t govern- 
ment troops b southern 
Sudan. 

Mr. Mbabazi did not give 
casualty figures, but a report 
m the state-owned New 
Vision newspaper said a 
total of 153 LRA rebels and 
Sudanese government 
troops were killed during 
the fighting. The SPLA cap- 
tured 210 LRA rebels, the 
newspaper added. 

The mainly Christian and 
animist SPLA rebels, fight- 
bg to free southern Sudan 
fr^ domination by the 
Arab MusUm north, are 
repoitedly advanebg 
towards Juba on three 
fronts. 

The LRA has been fight- 
bg b northern Uganda dur- 
ing the past decade to over- 
throw be government of 
President Yoweri Museveni 
and replace it with an 
adrniaisiratioD based on the 
Biblical 10 Comman- 
dments. 

The LRA is the third 


Ugandan rebel group to 
have its bases m southern 
Sudan destroyed by the 
SPLA sbee be Sudanese 
fighters stepped up beir 
offensive on March 9. 

During be first two weeks 
of be SPLA advance, its 
forces overran and 
destroyed bases belongbg 
to the West Nile Bank ^nt 
and be Ugandan National 
Rescue Bont 

b Asmara, Eritrea, a 
spokesman for be SPLA 
said be Sudanese rebels 
bad seized the Red Sea gar- 
rissoD town of Meiafit ^m 
government troops on 
Friday and killed two senior 
military commanders. 

Yasric Said Annan, 
spokesman for the SPLA. 
said fighters of be opposi- 
tion National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) captured 
be town on Friday. The two 
army commanders killed 
duri^ be fitting were 
leading a convoy of govern- 
ment troops which fell mto 
a rebel ambush. Mr. Arman 
gave beir names as 
Lieutenant Colonel Mahdi 
Ai Hajj Saleh and Major 
Khalifa Bedewir. 


The NDA forces captured 
three T-55 tanks, six BM 
Howitzers. 15 Toyota Land 
Cruiser vehicles and many 
rifles and machbeguns dur- 
ing be fighting, Mr. Annan 
added. 

He gave no details of 
NDA casualties, but said be 
rebel forces were advancing 
towards Tokar and Port 
Sudan. 

The auboriiies in 
Khanoum have faced 


President Omi 
Khartoum h 
Eritrea, Et 
Uganda have 
rebels, but b 
tries have rtpt 
involvement ii 
Qatar has re] 
Sudan around 
coUected by : 
mittee for t 
people, be c 
News Agi 
Saturday. 



Thomton sued 


LOS ANGELES (AFP)- 
The w'ife of U.S. actor- 
director Billy Bob 
Thomton has sued him for 
divorce just three weeks 
after he won an Oscar for 
the screenplay of • his 
acclaimed movie "Sling 
Blade.” Pietra Dawn, who 
wa.s on Thornton's arm at 
be March 24 Oscar cere- 
monies. filed for divorce 
here Friday citing irrecon- 
cilable differences. The 
couple married Feb. 16. 

1993 , and separmed last 

Tues^y. according to a 
press statement. 

Estefan sings to 
100,000 in S. Africa 


NEW YORK (AFP) ~ 
U-S. pop star Gloria 

Estefan completed her first 
tour of South Africa last 
week, playing to more than 
1(X).000 fan."! in .sold-out 
concerts in Johannesburg, 
Cape Town and Duiban. 
Estefan. whose signature is 
her Spanish-longuage 

lyrics, smd she wa.s brilled 
by be response of Soub 
African fans. "Our music 
has always been a fusion of 
Afro-Cubon rhj'thms, and 
to have the opportunity to 
perform it live in be coun- 
try where it originated has 
been be thrill of a life- 
time," Estefan said, adding, 
“not to mention seebg 
bose people doing be 
‘Conga.’" Stefan’s “evolu- 
tion world tour" began in 
Soub .Africa and goes to 
Australia and Japan, wind- 
ing up b Honolulu May .L 

Jailed Nigerian 
Journalist wins prize 


NEW YORK (.AFP)— A 
Nigerian joumali.ct jailed 
for criticising his country's 
mUitar}' and a Turkish edi- 
tor sentenced to prison for 
bet book on be Armeruan 
genocide have won be Pen 
Club's Barbara Goldsmib 
Wze for Literary Freedom. 
Goldwm Agbroko, editor 
of be Nigerian newspaper 
‘This Week." was arrested 
at his office by state securi- 
ty officials on Dec. 17.be 
Pen Club, an iniemaiional 
association sponsoring 
fireedom of expression, said 
b a statement Friday. 
Agbroko remams in prison 
where he is not allowed 
visitors except for a sbgle 
meeting wib his wife, be 
association said. Ayse Nur 
Zarakolu. who founded a 
committee for freedom of 
publication m Turk^ 
where she also runs a pub- ^ 
lishing house, was sen- pi 
tenced in 1 995 to two years 
b prison for publishing a 
book about be 1915 mass 
killbg of millions of 
Armenians by be Turidsh 
army. While she hasn't 
begun serving bis terra, 
she was imprisoned last fall 
for puning out a book on 
Kurbsh dissidents, be 
association said. 


Bank robber's bloody 
shirt to be auctioned 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 

— The blood-stained and 
bullet-ridden shirt of leg- 
endary depression-era bank 
robber Clyde Barrow will 
be sold at auction here 
Monday with be openins ^ 
bid set at $35,000. be 4? 
Butterfield and Butterfield 


watch, a revol' 
ter he wrote ir 
mober. They 
to fetch betwi 
and $70,000. 
his panner, B< 
from Dali; 
acquired noi 
folk-hero sia 
1930s, robbir 
banks and k 
than 15 peopU 
shot to death 
country' road i 
by the police, 
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